China warns Japan 


Violence man Pakistan poOs 


BEIJING (AF) — China warned Saturday that it and other Asian 
countries invaded by Japan in World War II will react strong}; if Japan, 
sends troops to the Gulf. “The Chinese government and the Chinese 
are greatly concerned" about the proposed troop deployment, 
Chinese Vice-Minister Qi Horiyoan told Japanese Ambassador Hiroshi 
H a shim oto. The Xinhua News Agency said Qi also wanted Japan against 
allowing renovation of a Hghthnum in an F«t rtmu Sea jj ifawd chain that 
both countries claim ■ The two issues have abruptly strained Chincse- 
Japanesc relations, which had improved recently with Japan’s decision to 
resume development aid to Chirm. Japan, along with the other industrial- 
ised democracies, halted aid and high-level contacts with China to protest^ 
its attack on pro-democracy protesters in Beijing last year. Qi’s warning,'* 
however, signalled that China wil! not put its hopes for Japesese loans 
ahead of its fears of Japanese irititarian. China has been increasingly 
critical since Japanese Prime Minister Toshfld Kaifn proposed sending 
troops to the Gulf in a U.N.-sponsored peacekeeping force. Japan’s 
parliament is now d^hating the propo sa l. 


ISLAMABAD (AP) — At least 33 peopfe were tiBed, as maaya* SO 
mhned and the son of the caretaker prime minister was targ^cd m 
violence surrounding provincial election Saturday, oflniic said. OSSeiPfe 
said it was the bbxxficst election in Pakistan’s 43 -year history- Unto 
Satmday’s vote, a 3977 election inwbkb a dozen people tfied wastoemost 
violent. Voters Saturday were ejecting fear provincial Irghfimrcs. A 
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Rlpert report 
distributed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan’s 
permanent representative at the 
United Nations, Abdullah Salah, 
said Saturday that a report pre- 
pared by special U.N. envoy Jean 
Ripert was distributed Friday to 
the U.N. member states. The 
report covers assistance to Jor- 
dan. A conference of donor coun- 
tries is scheduled ro be held in 
Rome on Nov. 5 on compensa- 
tion for countries affected by the 
Security Council Resolution 661. 
Salah said in an interview with 
Radio Jordan Saturday that Jor- 
dan’s adherence to the resolution 
will improve the American posi- 
tion towards it in this regard. 

Israel’s U.N. envoy 
presents credentials 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Israel’s new U.N. representative. 
Ambassador Yoram Aridor, sub- 
mitted his credentials Friday to 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar. Aridor, who was fi- 
nance minister from 1981 to 1983 
and communications minister in 
1981, win succeed acting perma- 
nent representative Johanan 
Bein, who will take up a senior 
foreign ministry post. 

Iraq eases 
fuel ration 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq has 
eased petrol rationing for big- 
engined cars, along with trucks 
and buses, oQ ministry sources 
said Saturday. Iraq, which has the 
world’s second largest known ofl 
reserves, began petrol rationing 
last Tuesday . Hie curb on private 
motorists was aimed at conserv- 
ing stocks of vital imported che- 
micals and additives needed to 
refine oil into petrol, ensuring 
adequate supplies for the mflli on- 
strong armed forces. Iraq wQl 
increase fuel allowances for vehi- 
cles with powerful six and eight 
cylinder engines from next week, 
the sources said. 

Levy fears 
Gulf compromise 

PARIS (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy fears that a 
compromise solution to the Gulf 
crisis would perpetuate “dan- 
gers” from Iraq and leave its 
power intact, a French newspaper 
reported Saturday. “We are- 
afraid the world will leave Iraq’s 
terrible arsenal intact and that by 
acting this way, the Iraqi danger 
will be perpetuated,” he said in 
an article in Le Monde. Levy*was 
commenting on reports about a 
possible compromise solution 

French legislator 
in Beirut 

BEIRUT (R) — A French envoy* 
arrived in Beirut Saturday to 
discuss tense relations between 
Lebanon and France, official 
sources said. They said the two- 
day visit of parliamentarian 
Gerard Bapt, also president of 
the F rench-Lcbanese Friendship 
Society, was in response to an 
invitation from Parliament 
Speaker Hussein Husseini. Bapt 
told reporters at the airport that 
“this is a friendship visit to Leba- 
non. It is also a visit to explain a 
series of issues raised in France 
lately about the position of Presi- 
dent (Francois) Mitterrand or die 
majority in the French parlia- 
ment.” 

U.S. fears attacks in 
Mideast 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Ex- 
tremists could be planning an 
attack cm a passenger ship in the. 
Eastern Mediterranean Sea, or 
an aircraft in Europe or the Mid- 
dle East, the State Department 
said Friday night. A statement 
from the department’s deputy 
spokesman, Richard Boucher, 
said “the risk of acts of interna- 
tional terrorism in Europe and 
the Middle East is increasing.'’. 
He said the department had re- 
ceived "specific and credible” in- 
formation about a threat to ships) 
in die Eastern Mediterranean,, 
and added, “such an operation 
may be undertaken at any time. 
We note that civil aviation re- 
mains a particular target.” The 
department issued its warning at 
the unusual hour of after 8 p.m. 
(0000 GMT) Friday in part be- 
cause, “it’s important that we 
share the threat information with 
die American people as they plan 
their travel,” said another 
spokesman, Adam Shub.- 1 
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Gorbachev says 
Iraq could be 
softening stand 

Primakov arrives in Baghdad 


MADRID (Agencies) — Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev 
said Saturday Iraq could be 
softening its position in the Gulf 
conflict and pledged to continue 
Moscow’s diplomatic efforts to 
find a solution without blood- 
shed. 

Gorbachev, at a news confer- 
ence with Spanish Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez, repeated Mos- 
cow’s insistence that peace initia- 
tives had to be pursued to defuse 
the crisis created by Iraq’s Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

“The Soviet Union... has this 
possibility and must use it in our 
general interests,’" he said. 
“Moreover, in recent days, there 
have been signals that within the 
Iraqi leadership there isan under- 
standing that a solution cannot be 
achieved through ultimatums.” 

Gorbachev, whose envoy 
Yevgeny Primakov was beading 
for Baghdad Saturday, did not 
elaborate on how or why he felt 
the Iraqi position was changing. 

Emphasis on the crisis was ex- 
pected to continue Sunday even- 
ing when Gorbachev travels to 
Paris for a 24-bour visit that 
includes talks with French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand. 

In the news conference, Gor- 


bachev ruled out using military 
force against Iraq. He cited the 
suffering such action would cause 
the Iraqi people and the 3,000 
Soviet specialists r emaining in 
Iraq. 

“Until the very end, we must 
take advantage of everything 
wi thin our reach to find a peace- 
ful solution to this problem,” 
Gorbachev said. 

Gorbachev also said there were 
indications there might be 
changes in the hardline position 
within the Iraqi leadership to- 
ward die Gulf crisis. 

“In recent days, there are sig- 
nals that in tiie Iraqi leadership 
there is an understanding that 
solution of problems cannot be 
achieved through ultimatums,” 
Gorbachev said in Russian trans- 
lated into Spanish. “I may be 
mistaken, and the coming days 
maybe will bring some clarifica- 
tion.” 

The private French television 
station La Cinq said Friday that 
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
had sent letters to both Mitter- 
rand and Gorbachev expressing 
his readiness to discuss Middle 
East problems, including Kuwait. 

French officials denied know- 
ledge of any letters, and Soviet 


officials in Madrid, inducting 
Gorbachev ami Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, were not 
available for comment. 

Gorbachev told the news con- 
ference he did not want to think 
about the full impact of any unfit- 
ary action in the Gulf region but 
said it would be “far from what 
we desire.” 

He sidestepped a question ab- 
out the implications of the possi- 
ble dispatch of another 100,000 
U.S. troops to the region and also 
refused to comment on Prima- 
kov’s mission, his second to the 
Middle East in a month. 

Primakov expressed o p t imism 
in Cairo Friday about finding a 
peaceful solution. 

After stops in Syria and Egypt, 
both of whom have troops in a 
350, 000-strong international 
military force facing Iraq, Prima- 
kov said in Cairo he believed a 
peaceful solution could be found. 

“I am convinced that the Gulf 
crisis could be solved without 
recourse to mifitaiy force,” he 
said on Friday after t alks with 
Egyptian President Hosm Mubar- 
ak. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Compromise reached on 
new anti-Iraq resolution 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The United Nations Security 
Council Saturday readied agree- 
ment on a resolution making Iraq 
liable for war damages as result of 
its invasion of Kuwait and asking 
governments to compile evidence 
on alleged human rights viola- 
tions and financial losses. 

Council President David Han- 
nay of Britain predicted a “mas- 
sive vote in favour” of the docu- 
ment when the 15-nation body 
was to reconvene later Saturday. 

Following two days of haggling 
that threatened to break the 
council's unity, members agreed 
cm softer wording the United 
States wanted on Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar's 
role in seeking a peaceful solution 
To the crisis. 

Colombia, Cuba, Malaysia and' 
Yemen wanted him to initiate 
peace talks within the framework 
of previous council resolutions 
while the United States feared a 
heavy emphasis on diplomacy 
would send the wrong signal to 
Iraq. 

The council had suspended 
negotiations early Saturday with 

French to 
eave I raq 

tonight 

BAGHDAD (AP) — More than 
300 French nationals will fly 
home this weekend after citing 
positive stands by Paris towards 
the ' Golf crisis, diplomats said 
Saturday. 

"We are in a position now to 
say for sure that almost all French 
citizens will be leaving Iraq Sun- 
day,” a French embassy official. 

He and other diplomats who 
spoke on condition of anonymity 
said Paris has chartered an Iraqi 
Airways Jumbo jet to ferry the 
Frenchmen home. 

They said that by Saturdy, Ira- 
qi authorities had granted 301 
Frenchmen pcimi saon to leave, 
but expressed reservations about 
seven other names on a list pre- 
sented by the embassy. 

“Negotiations are afoot” to se- 
cure exit .permits for die seven, . 
accused by the Irarqi authorities 
of breaking their contracts and 
abandoning their work at a gov- 
ernment guest place being reno- 
vated. 

The same sources also said 
efforts ware underway to locate 
19 Frenchmen who have not yet 
signed up with the embassy for 
the departure. 


Yemen, tbe body’s only Arab 
member, accusing Washington of 
making last-minute changes on 
wording after non-aligned states 
had agreed to substantial com- 
promises. 

The lengthy new document is 
designed to keep the pressure on 
Iraq and turn the council bath, to 
the Gulf crisis after more than two 
weeks of debate on Israel's brutal 
han dl ing of the Palestinian upris- 
ing. 

The new resolution is the 10th 
since Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. 

In previous resolutions, the 
council has isolated Iraq with an 
economic embargo and permitted 
U.N. member countries to use 
warships in the Gulf to enforce it. 
The council also has demanded 
that Iraq withdraw from Kuwait 
and release all foreign nationals. 

. The draft resolution invites na- 
tions, companies and individuals 
to document their damage and 
losses for the council, but does 
not establish a system for making 
claims against Baghdad. 

The proposal also demands 
that Iraq stop taking “hostages” 


and “mistreating and oppressing 
Kuwaiti and third-state nation- 
als." 

Tbe draft resolution also says 
Iraq most allow tbe immediate 
provision of food, water and basic 
services to diplomats and fore- 
igners in diplomatic missions in 
Kuwait City. 

Tbe United States has agreed 
to send a general to an informal 
meeting Monday of die U.N. 
Security Council’s military arm, 
but It was seen more as a gesture 
to the Soviet Union than a move 
towards a unified United Nations 
military command, the Washing- 
ton Post said Saturday. 

Citing U.S. and diplomatic 
sources, the Post said the meeting 
was intended to explore other 
ways of expanding die commit- 
tee’s role, such as coordinating 
the activities of the forces con- 
fronting Iraq in the Gulf. 

The Post said that since Iraq’s 
invasion of Kuwait, the Soviet 
Union has been pressing for a 
larger role for the military com- 
mittee, which the United Nations 
Charter designates as the world 
body's highest military authority. 


Bush in flurry of 
contacts over Gulf 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush and his 
top advisers will decide next week 
whether to expand Secretary of 
State James Baker’s mission to 
bolster the coalition against Iraq. 

Baker is headed to Saudi Ara- 
bia for talks, and Egypt is almost 
certain to be added to his prog- 
ramme. 

Speaking to reporters aboard 
Air Force One bound for Hawaii, 
White House spokesman Marlin 
Fhzwater said Baker and the 
Saudis would discuss “tbe imple- 
mentation of U.N. sanctums, tbe 
status of U.S. and multinational 
forces in tbe Gulf, general de- 
fence needs, Arab unity and 
military options," 

Fhzwater announced the trip in 
Los Angeles, where Bush was 
making a campaign appearance. 
The president bad talked by tele- 
phone Thursday with Saudi Kang 
Fahd and with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosm Mubarak. 

Fhzwater said Bush also talked 
, to German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, Italian Prime Minister 
GiuHo Andreotti, who will visit 
Washington next mouth; and 
Dutch Prime Minister Rond Lub- 
bers. 

Besides trying to bold tbe coali- 


tion together, the administration 
-wants to make sure the Western 
Europeans support tiro drive to 
force an Iraqi pullont from 
Kuwait. 

Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said Thursday that up to 
100,000 additional U.S. troops 
would be sent to the Gulf in 
response to what he said was tbe 
c on t in u i ng buildup and fortifica- 
tion of Iraqi forces in Kuwait 

A decision to send Baker to 
Egypt and possibly other Arab 
countries will be made when 
Bush meets next week with his 
four principal advisers — Baker, 
Cheney, National Security Advis- 
er Brent Scowetoft and Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Colin 
Powell — said officials who re- 
quested anonymity. 

Fhzwater denied a news report 
that Baker would ask Saudi Ara- 
bia for permission for U.S.-led 
‘fences in die Gulf to launch an 
attack against Iraq. 

“That’s not true. We want the 
United Nations resolutions to be 
complied with,” Fhzwater said. 

There are fears in Washington 
the anti-Iraq coalition may be 
weakening as world leaders con- 
template the awesome pofeibility 
(Continued on page 5) 


return to power took an early lead, according to returns. The loose-knit 
Islamic Democratic Alliance (IDA), a coafitioo of 18 diverse parties, wiB 
form the next national government. Thre e days eat&er, IDA de fe ated 
Bhutto’s popnfirt Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) by more than a 2-to-l 
margin in parfiamentary efectioas. That vote also was maned by violence. 
Bhutto, denied a second chance to lead tins predominantly Mnsfim 
country of 110 mOboa people, accused the anny-badwd earetaker 


watchers rejected the charge. 
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King sends message to 
Saddam on Gulf crisis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday sent a 
message to Iragi President Sad- 
dam Hussein on the Golf crisis. 

The message, delivered by 
Prime Minister Mndar Badran, 
dealt with “the dose brotherly 
relations between tbe two 
fraternal countries and current 
developments of the situation in 
the region,” the Iraqi News 
Agency (INA) said. The Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, also carried 
a similar report. 


Egypt sees 
protracted 
war, $65 
oil price 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s ml minis- 
ter predicted a Gulf crisis stand- 
off for several months Saturday, 
but said any war with Iraq could 
be kmg, doubling oil prices to $65 
a barrel. 

“I do not know when war will 
break out It is a 50-50 chance,” 
Ofl Minister Abdul Hadi Kandeel 
told Reuters in an interview. 
“But if Iraq insists on its position 
then chances of war are high.” 

He expected the stand-off be- 
tween Iraq and the anti-Iraq 
mifitaiy alliance deployed in the 
Guff “will last for some time. The 
decision of war is not in our 
hands, it is only in the hands of 
Iraq.” 

Kandeel expected a trade 
embargo imposed on Iraq on 
Aug. 6 to take six more months to 
bite. 

Kandeel, whose country joined 
the U.S. -dominated military 
force deployed against Iraq, 
noted that when the Iran-Iraq 
war broke out in 1980 everyone 
predicted a short conflict fait h 
lasted eight years. 

“A long war is a possibility,” 
he said. “You can start a war but 
you are unable to end it when you 
wish." 

<. , 

He said ofl prices would fluctu- 
ate between $25 and $35 a barrel, 
tbe present range, but could rise 
to $65 if war broke out. 

After the Guff crisis was re- 
solved “prices in the 1990’s — as 
of late 1991 early 1992 — win 
settle at minus or pins $25 a. 
barrel,” he said. Egypt exports 
about half of its daily production 
of 870,000 barrels. 

Although world markets have 
lost more than 4.5 million bar- 
rels per day (bpd) due to die 
U.N. embargo on Iraq and 
Kuwait, Kandeel said there was 
.no international shortage. 

“Tbe crude is enough bat 
enough for what? For peace or 
war? he said, explaining that if 
war broke out markets would 
suffer shortages doe to stockpil- 
ing and forced production cuts by 
Gulf Arab states. 


Saddam asked Badran to con- 
vey to Kmg Hussein his praise for 
Jordan's “courageous, pan-Arab 
stand,” INA added. 

The King’s message focused on 
“the developments in the Guff 
region and prospects for peace in 
tbe region,” Information Minis- 
ter Ibrahim Izzeddine told the 
AP. 

King Hussein has made several 
tours to seek an Arab solution to 
the crisis. 

Badran, who was accomp an ied 


by Royal Court Chief Sherif Zeid 
Ben Shaker, returned home later 
Saturday. 

The meeting in Baghdad was 
attended by Iraqi Revolutionary 
Command Council Vice- 
President Izzal.^Ibrahim and 
members at the council; Deputy 
Prime Minister Taha Yassin 
Ramadan, Foreign Minister 
Tareq Aziz, Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter Saadoim Hammadi and Minis- 
ter of Culture and Information 
Latif Jassetn. • 


Arabia 139 riyab; UAE 130 dirhams 


Israel 
orders 
fresh 
‘security’ 
moves 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinians in the 
occupied territories will be 
allowed to reenter starting Sun- 
day, but will face new “security” 
restrictions, the occ u p a tion army, 
announced Saturday. 

More than 1.7 mflficm Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and tbe 
Gaza Strip have been confined to 
the occupied territories since 
Wednesday following a wave of 
Arab-Jewish street violence that 
left five people dead and 11 in- 
jured. 

“As of tommorrow, the Arab 
inhab itants of Judea, Samaria 
(West Bank) and die Gaza dis- 
trict will be p er mit t e d to reenter 
tiie state of Israel.” the Israeli 
■defence, ministry said in a state- 
— - menL 

However, Defence Minister 

3 Moshe Arens “has instructed to 
impose new security restrictions 
on the issue of entry permits to 
Israel. Hie right to enter Israel 

S will be denied from those taking 
part in hostile activities,” it said. 

The closure cut off about 
aefSicnfZeid no ooo 150 , 000 Palesti- 
ne home later fron, m Israel. The 

... ministry’s statement did not 

elaborate, and it wa> not im- 
.nflivS? mediately know how many of 
these .nil be affected by tbe new 

mnea. Deputy 

Taha Yassin At present, several thousands 
ign Minister Pales ti ni a ns, who have been ban- 
y Prime Minis- ned from travelling to Israel for 
ladi and Minis- “security” offences, cany espe- 
d Information dal orange-coloured identity 
cards. ■ 
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U.S.: Jordan following sanctions 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The State Department 
announced that Jordan was in 
compliance with U.N. sanctions 

against Iraq. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher said Jordan 
“warrants generous support” 
now that it has demonstrated 
“good” compliance with United 
Nations Security Council sanc- 
tions imposed on Iraq. 

“After some initial concerns,” 
Boucher said, “we now consider 
Jordanian compliance with sanc- 
tions to be good. When we have 
made our concerns known to 
Jordan, Jordan has addressed 
them and taken steps to meet 
them. 

“Jordan’s economy is being 
particularly hard hit by this cri- 
sis," he said. “We believe that 
Jordan’s compliance warrants 


generous support in the expecta- 
tion that Jordan wfll continue to 
meet its obligation to enforce 
UN. -m an d atcd sanctions.” The 
United States “has traditionally 
provided Jordan with economic 
and military assistance,” Boucher 
pointed out, “and we intend to 
continue those programmes.” 

The deputy spokesman ack- 
nowledged that foe UJ5. assess- 
ment of Jordanian compfiance 
with foe U.N. sanctions in the 
past has been one of there bri ng 
“a positive trend with problems 
remaining. This is a new assess- 
ment of overall compliance as 
being good.” 

When one reporter suggested 
part of Jordan’s problem was that 
Saudi Arabia had cut off ofl sales 
to Jordan and stopped buying 
Jordanian agricultural products, 
the deputy spokesman said be 


Mahjoub assailants said 
killed in Cairo shootout 


CAIRO (AP) — Police on a 
stakeout in connection with the 
assassination of Egypt’s par- 
liamentary speaker shot dead two 
men at Cairo University Satur- 
day. Security sources said both 
were among the assailant* who 
participated in the Oct. 12 killing. 

A third suspect and two police- 
men were wounded in a mid- 
afienxoon exchange of fire out- 
side the nntvershy’s school of 
engineering. 

The sources, who refused to let 
their names be used, told die AP 
police were led to the men by the 
confession of a Muslim ex tremi st 
arrested on Wednesday. 

Five other alleged collabor- 
ators were arrested earlier, the 
sources said. The wonnded man 
and another suspect were canght 
Saturday while fleeing from the 
police stakeout with the men who 
woe killed, tbe sources said. 

The original suspect confessed 
under interrogation to participat- 
ing in tbe fatal ambush on a Cairo 
street of Rifaat A1 Mahjoub, his 
driver and four security men, foe 
soures said. As speaker of foe 
People’s Assembly, Egypt’s par- 
liament, AI Mahjoub was second 
in fine to the presidency after 
President Hosni Mubarak. 

The sources said all the sus- 
pects belonged to a group of 
e xtrem is ts who tried in 198710 


assassinate two former interior 
ministers and a journalist- 
confidant of Mubarak. All sur- 
vived, although ex-minister Has- 
san Abu Basha was wounded 
seriously. 

Thirty-one members of the 
group, called “Salvation from 
Hell,” were accused of forming 
an illegal paramilitary organisa- 
tion with the intent of destabilis- 
ing the government. A court sent- 
enced five to life imprisonment 
and 21 to prison terms of one to 
10 years. Seven were acquitted 

The ministry source said the 
case began to break Friday night 
after the orignal suspect had con- 
fessed He fed police to a hideout 
where they captured five men he 
had identified as accomplices, foe 
sources said. They said the offic- 
ers also found a cache of weapons 
and ammunition simflur to those 
used in the OcL 12 amhndh 

At foe university Saturday, an 
officer said one of the two «i«iu . 
men was the triggerman who shot 
A] Mahjoub as he sat beside a 
bodyguard in a blade Mercedes 
limousine. 

The officer said the men killed 
and captured at foe tmiveisity 
were hoed there by the muq tff fa 
arrested earlier, who arranged a 
mooting outside foe enaiw-wnw 
schooL 


could not analyse Saudi rela- 
tionships with other states. 

But he did note that Saudi 
Arabia has been “very forthcom- 
ing and generous” during the 
entire Gulf crisis, pointing to the 
thousands of millions of dollars in 
assistance the Saudis have 
pledged to the international coafi- 
tion against Iraq. 

Saudi a ssis t an ce “in meeting, 
the urgent needs of the nations 
participating in the multinational 
force and be arin g tbe economic 
brant of the sanctions” was one 
of tbe key topics of an OcL 25 
meeting between Saudi Ambassa- 
dor Prince Bandar and Robert 
Kimmitt, under secretary of state 
for political affairs, Bonder said. 
They also “focused on the inter- 
national effort to tighten up sanc- 
tions on Iraq and on Saudi assist- 
ance,” he said. 1 

Qadhafi 
urges 
Arabs 
to fight 

TRIPOLI (R) — Libyan leader 
Moammar Qadhafi has said Arabs 
should be ready to destroy oilfields 
and provide op to 50 trillion fighters 

if Gulf war broke out with tbe West. 

Qadhafi in a defiant speech told 
revotntionary committees, his most 
devoted followers, to fan out through 
the Arab Wodd, uniting and inciting 
it against die West and farad. 

“If we Arabs decided to destroy the 
ofl we will do it,” Qadhafi said in 
Friday night’s speec h . “What will 
America do, come en masse to pro- 
tect the ofl? In tins ease will send 
miUzots to destroy the ofl and mil-, 
fioos of others to dose tbe Suez Canal 

and die Bab Al Mander (foe mouth of 

foe Red Sea) and foe Straits of 
Gibraltar.” 

Qadhafi has criticised both Iraq's 
Aug. 2 invasion of Kuwait and die 
resulting deployment of more than 
200,000 U.S. troops in foe Gulf. A 
Libyan peace ptan calf for a partial 
Irani withdrawal in exchange Enr a 
po flout of U.S. and other Western 
forces. 


— p — aucumiiv 

youth at the annual conference of the 
committees, set op to defend an d 
expand hri 1969 rerotntiop. tfaw mw_ 
aon was to advance Arab mrity and 
(Continued oq psg» 5) 








Israeli version of massacre 
unlikely to quell debate 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

(Agencies) — Israel’s much- 
awaited report on the Oct. 9 
bloodbath in occupied Jerusalem 
is finally out. but the debate on 
the shootings still rages in Israel 
and the findings are unlikely to 
silence it. 

The 59-page report, released 
Friday, exonerated police for us- 
ing live gunfire against Palesti- 
nian protesters but admitted that 
police fired indiscriminately at 
one point in the incident. 

The three-man investigative 
ream appointed by Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir accused 
Palestinians of provoking the in- 
cident but levelled stinging critic- 
ism at senior police commanders 
for ignoring signs that violence 
could easily break out during 
prayer services ats the AJ Aqsa 
Mosque. Islam's third holiest 
shrine. 

The report drew immediately 
criticism from Israeli leftists and 
Palestinians. 

“The impression given by the 
first announcement of the report 
is that the committee sees the 
deaths of about 20 Palestinians 
and the injury of more than 100 
Palestinians as a necessity that 
cannot be condemned." said 
legislator Yair Tsaban of the 
Mapam Party. 

“If this is true, this report will 
create great dissension not only in 
the world, but in Israel." he said. 

Tzali Reshef of the Leftist 
Peace Now movement said the 
report "leaves many hard ques- 
tions unanswered. It seems to me 
that in the whole world, this 
report will be received with very 
little credibility." 

Even before the conclusions 


were released, Israeli liberals 
argued that the makeup of the 

commission was inadequate to 
ensure an independent investiga- 
tion. The committee was headed 
by Zvi Zamir , a former director 
of the Mossad spy agency and 
did not have the power to sub- 
poena witnesses. 

Israel’s right-wing parties ap- 
plauded the report, saying it 
strengthened Israel's assertion 
that Arabs were chiefly to blame 
for “provoking" the shooting. 

"It was shown without doubt 
that there was a dear provocation 
on the part of (Arab) worshipers 
... there was no other choice 
but to respond in this way.” said 
Religious Affairs Minister Avner 
Shaki, of the National Religious 
party. 

Yuval Neeman, of the 
nationalist Tehiya Party, sug- 
gested that instead of focusing on 
police actions, the government 
should now look into “the Arab 
provocation that caused this 
event" and deal with those re- 
sponsible. 

The U.N. Security Council, in 
an Oct. 12, resolution, conde- 
mned the use of excessive force to 
quell the protest and Wednesday 
it deplored Israel's refusal to 
accept a U.N. investigation of the 
shootings. Both resolutions were 
backed by the United States. 

In the Oct. 3 massacre, more 
than 140 people were wounded 
by gunshots in addition to those 
killed, according to hospitals. 
Police initially listed 39 dead, but 
Friday's report increased the roll 
to 20. 

In Israel, two political parties 
— the liberal Shinui Party and the 
Communists — have called on 


the government to cooperate with 
a U.N. probe. 

Pal estinian leaders rejected the 
finding s and demanded a U.N. 

investigation. 

The Israeli committee “simply 
shifts the blame for the killings on 
the Palestinian shoulders to 
alleviate the mounting interna- 
tional criticism against Israel,” 
said Said Kennaan. 

Faisal Husseini of Arab Jeru- 
salem called the investigating 
team “an editing committee that 
was just making a formula for the 
position of the Israeli govern- 
ment. I believe that we must have 
a neutral committee that can 
come from the United Nations.” 

In Washington. U.S. State De- 
partment spokesman Richard 
Boucher said Israeli authorities 
have provided the U.S. Embassy 
with a copy of the commission 
report. He said it was given to the 
embassy about the time it was 
made public to the press on Fri- 
day. 

“The report is in the process of 
being translated, and of course it 
will be studied,'' Boucher said. 
“At this point we don't have an 
assessment for you of that re- 
port." 

While the administration hopes 
Perez de Cuellar takes the report 
into account “as an expression of 
the Israeli views" concerning the 
incident, it is up to the Israelis to 
deliver the report to him. 
Boucher said. The United States 
continues to believe that a mis- 
sion sent by the secretary general 
should be allowed to go to Israel 
to conduct its own investigation, 
Boucher said. 


Gulf crisis to overshadow 
Gorbachev-Mitterrand talks 


PARIS (R) — The Gulf crisis will 
overshadow treaty talks between 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand and Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev this weekend, French 
officials predicted. 

Of the five members of the 
U.N. Security Council, France 
and the Soviet Union have taken 
the most leninent line towards 
Iraq's August invasion of Kuwait, 
pushing a diplomatic solution. 

Mitterrand's spokesman, 
Hubert Vedrine, said the two 
men would discuss the Gulf crisis, 
along with otheT subjects, during 
two sessions of talks Sunday 
evening and Monday Morning. 
They would then sign a new 
Franco-Soviet treaty and hold a 
joint news conference. 

France has sent more than 

5.000 soldiers to Saudi Arabia as 
well as a naval force, but the 
Soviet Union has refused to send 
troops to join the international 
force aligned against Iraq. 

Gorbachev defended his deri- 
sion in Madrid Friday, saying 
Moscow wanted to explore all 
chances for a political solution. 


“But let no-one take this 
search for such a solution jointly 
or bilaterally as a sign of weak- 
ness or vacillation in im- 
plementing U.N. Security Coun- 
cil resolutions," be told the Span- 
ish parliament. 

He flies to Paris from Madrid 
Sunday.. “• 

France, which has more than 
300 citizens held in Iraq and 
Kuwait, is expecting them to be 
flown home over the weekend 
after Iraq decided to free them. 

Iraqi officials said they were 
sending the French home because 
of Mitterrand’s constructive atti- 
tude to the Gulf crisis, notably 
remarks made at the U.N. in 
which be hinted other Middle 
East problems could be discussed 
alongside the Gulf crisis. 

The French are among more 
than 2,000 Western and Japanese 
men still held in Iraq and Kuwait 
to deter any attack by U.S.-led 
multinational forces in the Gulf. 

Mitterrand is likely to ask Gor- 
bachev if he will be able to sign 
major conventional weapons 
arms agreements at a major East- 


West summit in Paris next month. 

The 34 nations of the Confer- 
ence on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE) are due to 
sign the accord slashing non- 
nuclear arsenals at the Paris 
meeting. 

Washington and Moscow-bave 
agreed on the complex accord to 
cut the number of combat air- 
craft, tanks and artillery in 
Europe, but rebellious former 
Warsaw Pact allies are threaten- 
ing to scupper it. 

The treaty of Franco-Soviet 
entente and cooperation which 
Mitterrand and Gorbachev are 
due to sign is a new kind of 
agreement. 

Vedrine said it would be much 
more open and flexible than for- 
mal govern men t-to-government 
agreements negotiated with the 
Kremlin's past hardline commun- 
ist leadcis. 

He said the treaty was an ambi- 
tious document looking towards 
the future, as past treaties with 
Moscow were “no longer oper- 
ational" in light of Gorbachev’s 
reforms. 


U.S. lists 
taboo topics 
for troops 
in S. Arabia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Defence Department is advising 
U.S- troops to avoid discussions 
about the “Jewish lobby” with 
their Saudi hosts- Also on a list of 
taboo subjects are sensual com- 
mercials for perfume and ling- 
erie. 

“The following items and 
topics should be avoided or hand- 
led carefully," according to a 
pamphlet written by the U.S. 
Central Command for distribu- 
tion to some of the estimated 

200,000 troops in and around 
Saudi Arabia. 

At the top of the list of 15 
“sensitive'’ items is "articles and 
stories showing U.S. -Israeli ties 
and friendship." Other strictures 
include discussion of “anti- Arab 
demonstrations or sentiments in 
the United States" and of “U.S. 
involvement in supporting Israel 
and Israel’s current presence in 
Lebanon.” 

The Pentagon advises troops to 
cany the booklet at all times. 

Also to be avoided, it suggests, 
is discussing or showing “sensual 
advertisements for perfume, blue 
jeans, women's lingerie, gamb- 
. ling, alcohol, etc.; ads for pork or 
i shellfish (which are forbidden by 
Islam)." 

Other out-of-bounds topics in- 
clude: 

— "Discussing the ‘Jewish lob- 
by’ and U.S. intelligence given to 
Israel." 

— “Referring to the Arab 
blacklisting of U.S. companies 
that do business with Israel or the 
Arab boycotting of companies 
that have strong Zionist repre- 
sentation in executive positions.” 

The list has drawn protests 
from Jewish groups. 

Writing to Secretary of De- 
fence Dick Cheney, the World 
Jewish Congress (WJC) said it 
wishes to convey "our sense of 
distress at what appears to be a 
capitulation to bigotry and a sur- 
render of our democratic 
values...." 

The letter, from WJC Vice 
President Kalman Sultanik. urges 
that the material be withdrawn 
from circulation. 

The American Jewish Commit- 
tee, expressing to Cheney its 
“deep sense of hurt and anger," 
says U:S.‘ troops should not- be 
asked to "submerge entirely 
those values of tolerance, plural- 
ism, and open-mindedness that 
have made the U.S. a unique 
democratic society.*' 

The Defence Department and 
State Department, mindful of the 
vast cultural and religious differ- 
ences between Saudis and Amer- 
icans. have issued a number of 
booklets setting out "Do's and 
Don’ts” since the troops began 
arriving in the Gulf in August. 

Most of the pamphlets include 
a brief history of Saudi Arabia 
and tis monarchy, and explana- 
tions of the strict Muslim code 
which governs Saudis’ behaviour. 
Alcohol is out for Muslims and 
for foreign troops; so is socialis- 
ing with Saudi women. 


Terzi to become adviser to PLO chairman 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s (PLO) U.N. observer, 
Zehdi Labib Tem, is leaving his 
post after 15 years to become an 
adviser to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in Tunis, Terri said Fri- 
day. 

Strongly tipped to succeed him 
is Nasser A Kidwa, a nephew of 
Arafat and a dentist by training, 
who has been Tern's deputy for 
the past four years. 

Terzi, a short, bald man with a 
distinctive goatee, has repre- 
sented the PLO since it was first 
granted U.N. observer status in 


1975 and has played a major role 
in advancing its fortunes in the 
world body. 

He said he would take up a new 
appointment in December as 
adviser to Arafat on U.N. affairs 
and on relations with other inter- 
national bodies. 

Terzi was recalled to Tunis 
Oct. 12, the day the Security 
Co until, including the United 
States, voted to condemn the 
action of Israeli police in killing 
Palestinians in Jerusalem. 

The abruptness of the sum- 
mons sparked rumours the PLO 
leadership was unhappy with his 


performance despite the outcome 
of the council debate. 

But iu an interview with Reu- 
ters after his return to New York 
this week. Terzi denied he was in 
hot water and said he had to brief 
the PLO Central Council, then in 
session, on how the United Na- 
tions worked. 

"There was no hot water but a 
lot of explanations had to be 
made about the mechanism of the 
United Nations and the specific 
process that we went through," 
he said. 

Kidwa addressed the Security 
Council meeting at which the 


vote was taken and expressed 
dissatisfaction with the resolu- 
tion, saying it did not go far 
enough. 

Kidwa, wbo is in his late 30s, is 
a member of the Revolutionary 
Council of Fateh, the main PLO 
group. He is in charge of the 
U.N. observer mission until a 
successor to Terzi is appointed. 

Terzi was at the centre of a 
diplomatic storm in 1979 when 
Andrew Young, then the U.S. 
ambassador to the United Na- 
tions, lost his job for bolding 
secret, unauthorised meetings 
with the PLO envoy. 


Iraq denies offering 
any deal to Germany 


JORDAN 

Murphy outlines possible 
plan to ‘disarm’ Iraq 


BONN (R) — Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz has denied 
German claims that Baghdad had 
offered to free Germans if Bonn 
sent its foreign minister to Iraq. 

Aziz, in a television interview 
done in Baghdad and broadcast 
here, said his country would react 
favourably to a greater German 
role in seeking peace between 
Iraq and the multinational force 
lined up against it. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher said ear- 
lier Friday Iraq had offered to 
free Germans on a string of con- 
ditions, including a visit by him to 
Baghdad. 

“No, it was not really such a 
bargain," Aziz said. 

He said Iraq had let Germany 
know through diplomatic chan- 
□els it wanted Bonn to be more 
active in peace efforts in the Gulf. 

I “If the Iraqi people feel that a 
I certain government is playing an 
active role to achieve peace, then 
it will react positively. 

“We have the feeling that when 
people visit Iraq for reasonable 
talks with us it creates a dimate 
for better mutual understanding, 
and then a new atmosphere arises 
that might encourage the mem- 
bers of our national assembly to 
do something for the nationals 
involved," Aziz said. 

The Iraqi parliament voted this 
week to free all French nationals 
in an apparent effort to break the 
united Western front opposing 
Iraq. 

Baghdad has been holding 
nearly 400 Germans among more 
than 2.000 Westerners and 
Japanese seized in Iraq and 
Kuwait after the invasion. 

Genscher said a mission by him 
to Iraq was one of several condi- 
tions set by Baghdad for a re- 
lease, bur he declined to specify 
the other terms or say if the offer 


applied to all Germans it bolds. 

He told reporters Bonn would 
in no way break from internation- 
al solidarity against Iraq. 

Genscher spoke after meeting 
British Foreign Minister Douglas 
Hurd on the eve of a European 
Co mmuni ty (EC) s ummi t in 
Rome, where the Gulf crisis is 
certain to be a major tojnc. 

Chanceflor Helmut Kohl ear- 
lier told Hurd in Bonn that he 
expected the EC to work for the 
release of Westerners held in Iraq 
and Kuwait. 

“The chancellor once more 
made it dear his special interest 
in tins issue being discussed at the 
EC summit in Rome this 
weekend,” Hurd said, adding: 

•'The goal is for all foreigners 
in Iraq to be allowed to leave, 
that international solidarity be 
maintained, and that in Rome a 
corresponding initiative of the 
European Community can be 
made." 

Four more Germans arrived 
home Friday after a visit to Iraq 
by the chairman of the Cologne- 
based construction company they 
work for. 

Nine Germans were freed last 
week after a private mission to 
Iraq by German politicians, but 
government and opposition lead- 
ers agreed in talks Wednesday to 
delay any trip there by former 
West German Chancellor Willy 
Brandt. 

fa paHai No envoy 

Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Muironey said Friday that send- 
ing a special envoy to win the 
release of Canadians stranded in 
Iraq would only play into the 
hands of Baghdad. 

“I think a special envoy is a 
ploy of Saddam Hussein for pub- 
licity purposes to destabilise the 
solidarity of the alliance,” Mui- 
roney told reporters. 


Sudan seeks urgent 
food aid from U.N. 


LONDON (Agencies) — Sudan 
has appealed to the United Na- 
tions for 75.000 tonnes of urgent 
food aid. the country's finance 
minister said. . . 

The requested amount is three 
times as much as the United 
Nations has offered in an 
emergency operation to help 
800.000 people over three months 
in drought- hit areas of the coun- 
I try. 

j Finance Minister Abdul 
I Rahmin Hamdi told a news con- 
ference in London that Sudan 
wanted cereals to be delivered by 
the U.N. World Food Program- 
me (WFP) in the next few weeks, 
but he denied it faced a disastrous 
famine. 

The WFP said Thursday it 
would provide 25,000 tonnes. 

Hamdi said 75,000 tonnes 
would cover about eight per cent 
of the country's annual require- 
ments, adding that 19,000 tonnes 
of grain had been delivered. 

A WFP spokeswoman in 
Nairobi said Friday food from the 
agency was already being trans- 
ported from Port Sudan to needy 
areas and any addition would 
have to be made up by other 
donors. 

Hamdi repeated official denials 
that many Sudanese face starva- 
tion. 

“There is no impending disas- 
ter... there is a manageable food 
shortage,” he said. 

Ad organisations have pre- 
dicted several million people in 
Sudan could starve because of a 
second successive year of low 
rainfall. The U.N. Food and 
Agriculture Organisation has ' 
estimated five milli on Sudanese 
face serious food shortages. 

The United States said Friday 


that up to nine million people in 
Sudan faced starvation next year 
and accused the Sudanese gov- 
ernment of failing to cooperate 
fully in reh.ef.effq rts.. 

State Department spokesman 
Richard - Boucher said poor rains 
this year would likely cause a 
nationwide food shortage of one 
milli on tonnes of food. 

“This will require a much lar- 
ger releif programme than heret- 
ofore. We estimate that as many 
as eight to nine million Sudanese 
may be at risk of starvation next 
year." he said. 

The United States would make 

100,000 tonnes of relief food 
available and appealed to other 
countries to make contributions. 

Boucher said the United States 
was urging the Sudanese govern- 
ment. whose cooperation is consi- 
dered vital to organising a relief 
programme, to begin preparing. 

“So far we haven't got its full 
cooperation in the major relief 
effort that's required. We have 
made, and will continue to make 
known, our views at the highest 
levels of the Sudanese govern- 
ment." 

“We believe immediate action 
by the Sudanese government is 
needed in order to avoid another 
major human tragedy in... Afri- 
ca.” 

The Sudanese government has 
alleged that aid groups have 
helped rebels waging civil war in 
the south of the country for seven 
yean. “We are acting in a re- 
sponsible way and ate interact- 
ing... with anyone who would 
care to come and help us. But we 
don’t like people who impose 
conditions,” fmnnr* minister 
Hamdi said at his London news 
conference. 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 

/^ny military action against Iraq s 
going to cause significant civilian 
as well as military casualties and 
will hold an implication for the 
future balance of power in the 
region. , according to Richard 
Murphy a senior follow for hfid- 
dle East, the Council on Foreign 
Relations. “It win. take an ex- 
traordinary, sustained effort on 
the part of the world community 
to do anything but go to war” in 
order to contain Iraq’s power in 
the years ahead, Murphy said. 

‘To secure the peace it is 
necessary to prepare for wa r,” 
the former assistant secretary of 
state for Near East and South 
Asian Affairs fold the National 
Council of World Affairs Orga- 
nisations Friday. 

Murphy’s remarks came in 
panel discuss on on “Perspectives 
on tire Gulf, which included Dr. 
pbebe Mart, senior fellow at the 
Institute for National Strategic 
Studies, Richard Barnet, presi- 
dent of the Institute for Policy 
Studies, and Dr. Martin Indyk, 
executive director for the 
Wa shin g ton institute for Near 
East Policy. 

The world community must 
implement a “package" of steps 
which he stressed, must be a total 
initiative from which “no step can 
be dropped in order to contain 
Iraq’s power.” 

The package would have eight . 
steps: 

1. Implement a world-wide 
arms embargo, for a minimum of 
five years, to deplete Iraq’s pre- 
sent arms supply. ‘Tn particular, 
Iraq's traditional suppliers, the 
French and the Soviets must re- 
frain from all arms sales to Iraq 
for five years or longer.” 

2. Develop a regional security 
structure with Arab forces at its 
core, comprised of those Arab 
states which have taken a decisive 
stand against the invasion. The 
force could be in Saudi Arabia 
under Saudi control “without 
negative implications.” 

3. Establish a United Nations 
peacekeeping force stationed in 
Kuwait, as “an international trip- 
wire to discourage Baghdad from 
aggression against peninsula 
states. “We should give careful 
thought to having American and 
Soviet components to that force,” 
said Murphy. 

‘ -"■ s 4.“fmplemehr a pian now m 
development in die Gulf states to 
revamp their economic assistance 
to die Arab world. Murphy said 
preliminary reports are that pre- 
sent thinking in Saudi Arabia is to 
de politicize the assistance in 
favour of designating assistance 
on the basis of factors such as 
population. 

5. Agree to pre-position a sub- 
stantia] amount of U.S. military 
equipment in Saudi Arabia to 
shorten the reaction time re- 
quired to act in emergencies. T 
think there is a political receptiv- 
ity in SaudSa Arabia and the other 
Gulf states to do this,” Murphy 
said. 

6. Continue U.S. ground pre- 
sence in Saudi Arabia and the 
other Gulf states, possibly in con- 
cert with existing permanent 
Arab peace keeping forces. ‘The 
probability is low that a perma- 
nent, major American deploy- 
ment is going to be acceptable 
anywhere cm the peninsula,” he 
said. . 

7. Improve the atmosphere of 
the Middle East by moving, poss- 
ibly in concert with the Soviets, to 
organize regional arms control 
talks for the Middle East “Parti- 
cipants in the talks should indude 
all countries with mass destruc- 
tion weapons or medium range 
missile capability, the major 
Arab states, Israel and Iraq." 

8. Reinitiate a strong U.S. lead 
to revive the Arab- Israeli peace 
process. 

Progress in arms control talks. 



Ric ha rd Murphy 


Murphy warned, may be difficult 
“The language of arms control-^ 
such as establishment of a hot- 
line" between Iraq, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Israel — “is unkown in fee. 
area," he noted. 

MuTphy said that pending, 
progress in those talks, ■“the 
world community should be more 
than ready to enforce a continued 
embargo on Iraq since they, are J5 
the ones wbo have done me - ‘ 
damage to the world com- 
munity.” . _ ’ 

To be dedded in a revitalized 
peace initiative, he said,”- is 
whether there should be a broad- 
er framework of participation 
within the region and whether 
this should be done in a cochair- 
manship role with the Soviets.” . 

Indyk said a long-standing de- 
bate in U.S. policy circles on how- 
to deal with S addam Hussein, 
was dedded yesterday (October 
25) with the Adminis tration^ 
announcement of a decision to 
send 100,000 more troops and 
heavy armor to Saudi Arabia. 

“TTiat decision m eans that the 
U.S. has dedded to establish an 
offensive option," Indyk 
asserted. He said until now, the 
U.S. force structure in Saudi Ara= 
bia has been defensive, but the 
decision has now been made to 
add an offensive capability.' 4 

“Tim does not mean that the 7 
president has dedded tor go to 
: war,” but ’ rather that he has 
decided qu a strategy of “coerdve 
diplomacy, 7 Indyk said. Implicit 
in the new.straiegy is the threat of 
war — the willingness to go to 
war — if that threat combined 
fifth United, Natiojjj7 

S^ilateraUy from Kuwait' 

Marr, offering a perspective on 
Iraq, and Saddam Hussein’s op- 
tions, said whether the conflict is 
resolved by war or by diplomacy, 
the factors which led Saddam 
Hussein to invade Kuwait — the 
reordering of Iraq's economy, 
and Saddam Hussein's deter- 
mination to acquire a direct 
ocean port for both military and 
trade purposes — will have to be 0 
resolved iq the end. 

“If Iraq was in economic trou- 
ble before tiie boycott, clearly it 
is in far greater after,” Marr said, 
noting that Iraq has now cancelled 
all of its debts, thereby destroying 
its future credit worthiness. 

She said because of its hostage 
taking, Iraq will find it impossible 
to hire foreign technicians back 
after the war to help rebuild its 
economy and infrastrncture, and 
it is going to be far more difficult 
to get mfiitary or other technolo- 
gy from the West. 

She said Iraq may dig in while 
attempting to weaken the 
alliance, and play for time, be- 
cause “Saddam believes he can 
outwit us.” Or he may even 
withdraw unilaterally while nego- 
tiating a settlement which leaves 
him with Bubiyan Island as a 
port, Marr said. “He’s very good - 
at thi nk i n g up facesaving devices • 
for himself,” she noted. “While 
he does not want war, if it comes, 
he will make it as costly as possi- 
ble for the United States,” Man- 
stressed. 
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CHURCHES 

St, Mary of Named) Chare* SwriOeh. 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church. Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Annunciation Tel. 
637440. 

De 2a SaBe Chore* Tel. 661757 
Te m— i a Church Tel: 622366 
Cbarch of the Aoamidation Tel. 
623541. 

Angpeu Church TeL 625383. TcL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chnrch TeL 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TeL 

775261. 

SL Ephraim Church TeL 771751. 
Amman International Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Latheran Chore* Tel: 
811295. 

The Chare* of Jems Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817 arid 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by lie Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy to cloudy, 
with expecte d ram in the northern 
parts of the kingdom. In Aqaba, winds 
wQi be northerly moderate and seas 
calm 


Minima*, temp. 

Amman 10/22 

Aqaba 16/29 

Deserts 9 / 23 

Jordan VaUcy 14 / 28 

Yesterday ’5 high temperatures: Am- 
man 22. Aqaba 29. Humidity readings: 
Amman 70 per cent. Aqaba 52 per 
cent. 


USEFUL NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Issam AJ Hawamdeh 624830 

Dr. Mufeed Tanoous 884480 

Dr. Mahmoud Azam 8199 25 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mafaibuz 793344 

Fine pharmacy 622S2Q 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy 637055 

Nanoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salem pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisam pharmacy 637660 

RBID: 

Dr. Amin Abu Abdo (— 1 

AJ Sharaa' pharmacy (985238) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Chatssan A1 Faqib ( — ) 

Khalifeb pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Cbil Deforce Department 661111 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Po&x 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Pnblie Security Department .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sew er a g e 

GotnplanrCs 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Te lephone Information 

( dir ecto r y a ss i s tance f 121 

Overseas CaDs 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs.,.,,,,.,... 623101 

Abdab Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Teteriaon 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 06-53200 

Queen Alia lnd. Airport...... 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre . — 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Ann... 644281/6 
Akfleh Maternity, J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jaba] Amman Maternity- 642362 

Malhns.J. Amman .....636140 

Palestine. Shmeisam 664171/4 

Stuncrsaoi Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mosher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaH 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164ft 

Italian, Ai-Mobajrcen - 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. AsbraSch 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

2ai qa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

Ibn Sma Hospital (09)966732 

DtBOfc 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn AlNafees Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR TOE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN AU A 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


This afbmutioa it supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) fo/bnnatmn depart- 
mental the Queen Aba International 
Airport TeL (05)53200-5. where h 
shook/ always be ve rifi ed. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Right* 
(Terminal 1) 

•W5 „Doha(RJ) 


IfcM 

1 W 8 

l(k 45 

Jeddah ( 

RJ) 

RJ) 

Rn 

1055 


IfcM 


RJ) 

17:45 

27:45 

Madrid (RJ) 

IfcM 

1*15 

.... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:45 


l&S 

IfcM 


IRQ 

■RJ) 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

• Ss3S Rome (AZ) 

99t25 Larnaca(CY) 

11:M Jeddah (SV) 

-.-Cairo (MS) 

1*38 Tripoli (LN) 

Dubai (EK) 

15:25 Frankfort (LH) 


“ Beirut (ME ) 

22:45 Athens (O A) 

MPAkiuns 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal ( 1 ) 

- - Cairo (RJ) 

12:25 — Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

“ - London bu) 

^ Istanbul (RJ) 

17:15 Aqaba flU) 

Dtatan(Rri 

Damascus (RJ) 

Lan«ara(RJ) 

K! ===JS£jH 

21:45 Abo Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

<0*45 Cal cut ta, Bangkok (Rj) 
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore (RJ) 
Jeddah. Sanaa (RJ) 

OHw Flights (Terminal (2) 


Rome i 

....... Lamacai 

Jeddah 

........... Cairo i 


14; M Tripoli (LN) 

I*** — Doha. Muscat (GF) 

2*25 .. Sanaa (LH) 

2*30 Athens (OA) 


Upper/tower price ia Eh per kg. 

API* 5 650/520 

500/450 

Banana (Miriuunmar) 450 / 400' 

300 / 250 

Ca*4»Se 120/80 

Cwtm 450/350 

Csnuflower 170/120 

X*™ 180/120 

Qnmiben (large) 120/80 

Cucumbers (amah) 240/180 

— - 500/400 

|*8Pi«K .. 220/180 

U S*.- 500/300 

- 1000 / 800 

400/300 

“““ - - 190 / 140 

* 4an ° w -- 150/100 

100/ 60 

Wow (small) — . 220/180 

- - — 210/180 

- 550/500 

WB — TV? I AVI 


J^ppcr (sweet) 

Potato 

Radish .... ~ 

Sj^e 

Tomatoes 


550/500 
550 / 450 
350/250. 
140 / 100 . 
350/300 
180/120 
550/500 
. 90750 
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Jordan, Soviet Union 
to sign trade protocol 


P-J-) — The joint 
Jorda maa So viet Economic Com- 
mittM resmned meetings in Am- 
man Saturday to discuss bilateral 
trade and explore ways for expan- 
sions and joint ventures. 

pc committee, Much fanned 
sub-c omm ittees Wednesday to 
deal with tfifferent topics, re- 
yitwtd reports by the sub- 
commhtees on trade and econo- 
mic cooperation. It also reviewed 
progress done by a sub- 

ctHnmi£lec on cooperation in 
tourzsm. 

The Soviet side to the meeting 
has already met several ministers 


and senior officials from the 
m ikittUlcs of planning and iata- 
tty and trade, and scheduled 
viats to factories and h md iv ^ 
centres. 

According to the Man News 
Agency, Petra, the two sides 
^ c expected to sign a trade 
PWcol at the end of the meet- 
ings in Amman. 

The new protocol w31 replace 
me one signed by the two sides in 
Moscow in 1989, winch paved the 
way for bilateral trade and in- 
creased exports of Jordanian 
Phosphate to the Soviet Union. 
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Bomb scare in 
downtown bank 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A bomb- Eke 
object found in the main h»n of 
tile British Bank of the Middle 
East, downtown Amman at 2:10 
p.m. Saturday caused some p»mr 
among the customers, but every- 
one was relieved when it was 
found to be a fake bomb. 

A spokesman for the Public 
Security Department (PSD) said 
that it was notified of the sus- 
pected object lying under a seat 
and covered by a newspaper and 
immediately dispatched a bomb- 
dgmantiing squad. 

The object turned out to be 
four dzy batteries tied together by 
a wire and attached to an ordin- 
ary dock containing no explo- 
sives, according to the spokes- 
man. He said that before the 


object was removed for examina- 
tion cust o m er s a nd, em- 

ployees were evacuated fr o m the 
budding. 

A security official was quoted 
as telling a Reuter oarrespoodent 
here that police were investigat- 
ing the incident, die first reported 
case of this kind in a year. 

Away from the bomb scare in 
A mman , the PSD announced 
Saturday that a shepherd, identi- 
fied only as AMK, came across 10 
hand grenades at A1 Mudari dis- 
trict in the Madaba area south of 
Amman. The PSD’s frt g ifwi i ng 
squad took charge of the situa- 
tion, removed the grenades «rwt 
searched the area for other sus- 
pected items. 


Flour to be sold 
in the stores 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis try 
of Supply will soon make 
arrangements for a number of 
stores in the Kingdom to sell flour 
directly to the public to enable 
people to bake bread at home, 
especially in the rural areas and 
villages, according to Ministry of 
Supply Secretary General Radi 
Ibr ahim . 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Ibrahim 
said that previously stores were 
not allowed tp spll, flour Mud 
vtU/dxdy nsed'tiy .bakeries, 
fiber will s<xm be distributed'- to 
stores and the ministry will keep 
control over the process. 

Ibrahim also said that coupons 
received by the public to purch- 
ase rice, sugar and milk at subsi- 
dised prices will remain valid 
until die end of December when 
new coupons will be issued. 

He said that the ministry re- 
sorted to issuing new coupons 
every three or four months to 
prevent any forgery of the 


coupons. i 

He said that members of the 
public had possibility to obtain 
the present coupons until the end 
of November, and these win re- 
main valid until die end of die 
year. 

Thursday, Ibrahim opened the 
first Jor danian food supp li es fair 
at the fair ce n tre near the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. On display are 
products of 42 Jordanian com- 
panies specialising in food proces- 
sing. industries, home, appliances 
and. detergents. 

The week-long fair is designed 
to orient die Jordanian public on 
the types of locally manufactured 
products, Ibrahim said in a state- 
ment. 

At the opening ceremony Ibra- 
him inspected various hems on 
display and received, suggestions 
and complaints from the partici- 
pating companies. He said, he 
would give them due considera- 
tion. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Czechoslovakia 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable of good wishes to Czechoslovak Pres id en t Vadav Havel on 
his country's national day anniversary. In the cable the King 
wished die president and bis people continued progress and 
prosperity. 

King honours outgoing Greek envoy 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein has conferred 
Jordan’s Independence Medal of the First Order on Greek 
Ambassador Hannibal Velliades who is e n ding his tour of duty in 
Jordan. Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Marwan A1 
Qasem presented die medal to the outgoing ambassador at a 
hweh held Saturday in his honour. 

Jordan to attend Geneva conference 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is to take part in an international 
conference on world dimate due to open in Geneva Monday. The 
conference will be attended by Dr. AS Abanda, secretary general 
of the Department of Meteorology. Abanda said that the ten-day 
meeting wffl tadde the changing patterns in the world weather 
andthar effects on economic life. At the end of die meetings the 
delegates are expected to i*oe a Work! dedaraoon designed to 
help give mote protection to the environment and stem pouunou 
of die atmosphere. 

Arab engineers to hold meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab Engineers Federation's executi ve 
bureau will open a meeting in Amman Monday to discuss a 
mnnber of matters indwfing a date and venue for the fede ration s 
higher council meeting. Members of the executive bureau 
represent Lebanon, Iraq. Libya, Egypt and Palestine. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins Mod 
the daily Antic press. Readers are advised to verify the fisted 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 


* TMMAm of cUUrts’s pflMfafS at AMU 

(Jus-SM*)- " 


dr Open 
the 
Nmi 


MM (organised JeUiy hy Goethe Instate and. 
Condi and i nt roduced In Arabic Mad Eagfbfc by 
mt the British CouadD; ** “ 

wffl be a crwrrf at 9M 


Minister denies reports of 
Iraqi compensation for Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Labour 
Minster Qaseem Obeidat Satur- 
day denied a report in the local 
pres* saying that the Iraqi govern- 
meat was planning to offer Jorda- 
nians compensation tor their tos- 
ses of property or savings in 
Kuwait. 

The report, which appeared in 
A1 Dustour daily, quoted the 
minister as raying that the Iraqi 
government planned to offer 
compensation and release assets 
and fends owned by Jordanians 
who used to work in Kuwait 
before Iraq’s takeover on Aug. 2. 

In his statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, the minister 
said that the report was ground- 
less and added that the Ministry 
of Labour had opened a special 
office in Amman, at the request 
of Prime Minister Mudar Badran, 
for Jordanian expatriate* who 
used to work in Kuwait to register 


their claims. 

Jordanian officials estimated 
that 280,000 Jordanians have so 
far returned from the Gulf states, 
fee majority from Kuwait, leav- 
ing behind their earnings in 
banks, their investments in 
businesses and compensation for 
the ioog years spent there. The 
office is documenting the com- 
plaints which wfll" be taken up 
with tbe concerned authorities, 
accor di ng to the minister. 

According to ministry officials, 
thousands have responded to the 
ministry’s call to register, provid- 
ing the required information on 
special forms now being proces- 
sed by the Ministry of Labour. 

According to Obeidat, Jorda- 
nians working is Kuwait are esti- 
muted to have lost up to $& bilbos 
in assets and income. 

Obeidat, in an interview with 
Reuter news agency, raid that the 


estimate was based on a survey of 
some 3,250 toss claims filed by 
Jordanians who fied Kuwait. 

Obeidat said that be had asked 
Jordanians coming from Kuwait 
to detail losses for the record and 
possible future compensation. 

“Based on a select io n of ran- 
dom samples from these 3,250 
cases and based on the total 
figure of 80,000 Jordanian sag- 
rant workers, we estimate that 
their loss is between six to eight 
billion dollar s," the laboor minis- 
ter said in tbe interview. 

Obeidat raid 160,000 of toe 
260,000 .'ordaciaus who fled 
Kuwait bud already returned to 
the emirate to try to resume jobs 
there and would bring rivir fami- 
lies back once tension cases. 

An average of 600 Jordanians 
have been returning to Kuwait 
every day. 



Her Majesty Queen Noor Saturday piout i awards to chfi dreo who partf dp a teri in creativity coenpcti- _ 
tieu (Petra photo) 

Queen honours talented children 


$1 m saved by rationed energy 


By Serene Hthw 
and 

Nor Sati 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — - Electricity sav- 
ing. which took effect in tbe 
Kingdom on Oct. 13, has stir- 
red many different points of 
view. Like a double-edged 
sword the rationing has 
evidently cm down on electric- 
ty consumption, at tbe ram* 
time bringing down sales and 
service sectors, who are 
obliged to close their 
businesses at 7 p.m. and, in 
case of restaurants, at 11 p.m. 

Many shopkeepers have 
voiced satisfaction with the 
idea behind the eiectritiy 
rationing, referring to i: as “a 
national duty." Well estab- 
lished restaurant owner said 
that he was saving JD five an 
hour on energy, whereas be is 
estimating his losses to be 
around JD 500 to 600 a month. 
“There is no balance between 
die amount we are saving and 
the amount we are loosing,” 
the owner, who preferred 
anonymity, told die Jordan 
Tunes. He also added, that the 
new time limits, have contri- 
buted in ebangrrifl people’s atti- 
tude in their e ve n in g outings. 
•♦People used rogo out at 10 
o’clock in the evening for din- 
ner, now they find they have 
no time, causing us to loose 30 
per cent of our business," he 
said. This toss in business re- 
venues has consequently led to 
laying off three of the res- 
taurants employees. "I think 
dun the unemployment rate in 
Jordan will increase if this 
(dosing of reslaurazus as 11:00 
p.m.) continues," be added. 
“Since August 20, np tin mid 

October we have saved dose to 
8,000 tonnes in heavy fuel 
(equivalent to SI million) 
needed to produce electricity,” 


according to Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) Director 
General Mohammad Saeed 
Arif eh. He also added that if 
the rationing continued at this 
pace, Jordan would save 
approximately SS to 6 million a 
year. 

In earlier reports expecta- 
tions of the rationing mea- 
sures, due to tbe early closures 
at businesses «erg ctrimatarf ift 
be around S50G.000 a month. 
Tbe actual figures, which 
amount to SI million over the 
last two months of electricity 
rationing, prove that these me- 
asures have a long term posi- 
tive impact on tbe saving op- 
eration. “The response from 
all Jordanian dozens has been 
tremendous. I am sure that 
they an believe that this is their 
national duty,” Arafeh said. 

But grocers and merchants 
voiced dissatisfaction with the 
government's decision and 
some said tbe early closure 
would not only reduce income, 
which would affect the income 
tax collection, but would also 
deprive many citizens of 
buying their needs in the even- 
ing. -Closing shops at 7 p.m. 
does not give me time to shop 
for my family," Farid Abu 
Judom, owner of Picadilly su- 
permarket said. He also added 
that his sales had dropped con- 
siderably at the beginning of 
the rationing phase. “Things 
have somewhat picked up now 
since people have adapted to 
die new time limits,” Abu Ju- 
dom said. 

Department stores such as 
Safeway, have also had their 
shares of problems. “The bulk 
of our customers did their 
shopping between 5 p.m. and 9 
p.m.; now with tbe new system 
the rush hour has dropped to 
one boor of shopping," a man- 
ager at Safeway told the Jor- 
dan Times. He went on to add 


tha: unlike supermarkets 
whose customers and sales 
have adapted to the new times, 
Safeway still struggles to main- 
tain its customers. “Since Safe- 
way's working hours are simi- 
lar to those of other supermar- 
kets. people nc longer travel 
extra kilometers to shop at 
Safeway,” the manager said. 
He also said the store was 
forced to lay off some of the 
employees because of slow 
business. 

“We have cut down on elec- 
tricity consumption over the 
past two months, which 
accounts to six per cent of the 
total fuel consumption in die 
Kingdom, due to citizens’ 
awareness at homes," Arafeh 
said. He attributed this success 
in saving electricity to the high 
sense of patriotism of the pub- 
lic. 

Arafeh gave some advice for 
saving electricity in the coming 
winter. “People should do 
proper maintenance of their 
boilers, pipes and other heal- 
ing equipment in homes and 
cars, making sure that doors 
and windwos are ti gh tly insu- 
lated, and switching off non- 
essential electrical equip- 
ment,” Arafeh said. 

Even though this recent gov- 
ernment measures is seemingly 
debatable amongst tbe popula- 
tion, experts say that such me- 
asures are taken in other coun- 
tries in tbe world and have 
been proven to be successful 
especially in times of crisis. 

The measures have also con- 
tributed to the rise of creativity 
with many shopkeepers who 
are striving to maintain a good 
business. A grocery store own- 
er in order to avoid closing his 
store at 7 p.m. has wittily 
converted his store into a 
falafel joint, managing to stav 
open until 11 p.m. and still 
abiding by tbe rules. 


• j AMMAN (J.T.j — Winners of a 
- competition for creative produc- 
tion organised by the Abdul 
: ■ Hamecd Shoman Foundation 
; : (AHSF) in cooperation with the 
'. Noor A! Hussein Foundation 
! (NHF) Saturday received awards 
and meritorial certificates from 
Her Majesty Queen Noor at a 
‘ special ceremony regarded as 
| pan of Jordan's celebrations of 
| • the “Arab Child Day.” 

Children from 79 primary and 
! : preparatory schools and kinder- 
■ g&rtess in the country took pan 
| ' in the competition submitting a 
; total of 1 .270 entries represented 


in poetry, short stories, paintings, 
essays and children's songs. Chil- 
dren who took part in the annual 
event were aged between eight 
and IS. 

According to NHF officials, 
the competition, the third of its 
land so far, is designed to relay 
children's talents and encourage 
their creative work and skill. 

The competition this year was 
organised to coincide with the 
convening of the World S ummi t 
for Children held at tbe end of 
September in New York. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor represented 
Jordan ax the meeting and signed 


documents and declarations re- 
garding children. 

Abdul Majid Shoman, chair- 
man of the board of trustees at 
AHSF welcomed the Queen ex- 
pressing appreciation of her con- 
stant care for children. 

NHF Director General Isaam 
AJ Mufti addressed the ceremony 
underlining the importance of the 
ongoing efforts to give better care 
for children at the international 
level. 

The Queen later opened an 
exhibition displaying the works of 
children held at the AHSF gal- 
lery. ^ 


RJ reportedly facing problems 


By Rabab Mango 

j Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A British firm has 
j refused to transport cargo aboard 
| a Royal Jordanian (RJ) aircraft 
claiming the Jordanian national 
carrier is “blacklisted” because of 
the Gulf crisis, according to a 
Jordanian contractor. 

Tbe contractor said the firm 
sent him a letter saying that it was 
“facing difficulties in sending 
material needed to complete the 
project (which is earned out by 
the contractor) because RJ is 
blacklisted... if you choose a car- 
go agent from Britain we will be 
able to send you the bill." - 

-RJ Deputy Director General 
for Services Aqel Biltaji dismis- 
sed that RJ was included in any 
“blacklist." 

“We have not been informed 
so far by any of our offices of 
difficulties in cargo transporta- 
tion.” Bfitaji said. He added that 
RJ would follow up information 
about some companies which 
take such measures on their own. 

As a result of the Gulf crisis, be 
said, some establishments, 
through their initiative, changed 
their stand on Jordan without any 
justification. 

Jordan is suffering from the 
imposition of unannounced sanc- 


tions against it by some Arab and 
foreign countries because of its 
opposition to sending foreign 
troops to the Gulf region. 
According to a report the govern- 
ment sent to the United Nations 
last month, Jordan stands to lose 
$480 million during the first year 
of implementing tbe sanctions im- 
posed on Iraq by the U.N. in 
transport and tourism, excluding 
the private sector. 

In addition Jordanian passen- 
gers travelling through Heathrow 
airport report strict searches and 
questioning by British authorities 
at the airport. 

Informed sources said the 
Jordanian government was fol- 
lowing tip the issu e wife.. the 
British authorities, who promised 
to stop such measures, especially 
after the crew of an RJ aircraft 
were searched twice, the first 
before boarding tbe plane and the 
second after they took their posi- 
tions in it. International aviation 
law considers the aircraft as part 
of tbe land of the mother country. 

Tbe director of the RJ office at 


Heathrow who was contacted by 
telephone Saturday said the Brit- 
ish authorities were following 
these measures and methods but 
not as strictly as before. 

He said the concerned author- 
ities at Heathrow still search 
Jordanian passengers’ luggage 
and personal papers, photocopy 
all contracts and official papers 
they have and ask them personal 
questions. 

In another development Swis- 
sair and Alitalia airlines 
announced that they will stop 
their flights to and from Amman 
as of Saturday. 

Biltaji attributed this to the 
Gulf crisis saying tbe air! iocs 
.were suffering financial losses 
and feared to travel to areas 
designed as war zones by their 
countries. 

"The Gulf crisis has affected 
flights by various airlines since 
the number of passengers to and 
from Jordan decreased drastical- 
ly, forcing tile airlines to stop 
their flights for fear of losses," he 
said. 


Veterinarians volunteer service day 

KARAK (Pecra) — The Jordanian Veterinary Association 
organised a voluntary service day in five villages in the Karak 
region in southern Jordan. An association spokesman said the 
volunteers gave vaccination and treatment to goats and sheep and 
.advice to the stock breeders. 


Government takes steps to solve truckers’ problem 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment has cancelled contracts of 
foreign truck companies trans- 
porting phosphate and cement 
from the mines to tbe port city of 
Aqaba or operating inside the 
Kingdom in order to make way 
for tbe 12,000 Jordanian trucks to 
do the job, according to Ministry 
of Transport Secretary General 
Mohammad Smacfi. 

He said in a statement on 
Jordan Television that “the can- 
cellation is one of the measures 
taken to help reduce losses sus- 
tained by the land transport sec- 


tor in the country hard hit and 
lying idle after losing transport 
operations to and from Iraq and 
the Gulf states due to the Gulf 
crisis." 

“The Ministry of Transport is 
now exploring prospects for 
Jordanian land transport com- 
panies in other Arab and foreign 
countries, and is bolding contacts 
in this respect at the regional and 
international levels," said Smadi. 

“The land transport sector 
used to account for 12 per cent of 
the total gross national product in 
Jordan, but the Gulf crisis has 


now dealt a heavy blow to this 
sector and consequently to tbe 
national economy."’ Smadi 
added. 

He said that the total losses 
sustained by the truck companies 
and private owners of trucks are 
estimated at JD 300 million. In 
addition to the trades, Jordan has 
1,650 refrigerated trucks, 1,700 
tankers and an unspecified num- 
ber of trailers which were active, 
transporting products to and from 
the Arab states before the Gulf 
crisis began, Smadi pointed out. 


To complicate mane is, Saudi 
Arabia earlier this month banned 
Jordanian trucks from entering 
Saudi territory in a show of dis- 
satisfaction with Jordan's stand 
on the Gulf crisis, according to 
Smadi. 

Jordan retaliated by banning 
all tracks beading for Sandi Ara- 
bia or tbe Gulf states from enter- 
ing Jordanian territory. Later 
speedy contacts and Syrian 
mediation resulted in an agree- 
ment allowing Jordanian tracks 
to make tbe trip in transit through 


Saudi Arabian territory to other 
Gulf states. 

The U.N. Security Council re- 
solution imposing embargo 
against Iraq did not take into 
consideration countries like Jor- 
dan which has been going 
through a -choking economic cri- 
sis, economists say. 


According to nuhistry officials 
here, some 55,000 Jordanian 
workers employed in the land 
transport sector or at Aqaba Port 
have lost their jobs. The ministry 
said that Jordan stands to lose 
^v*mc SI billion in lost revenues 
from land and air transport op- 
erations annually. 


Red Crescent, Red Cross 
to send Iraq medicine 


AMMAN ( J.T.) — Tbe Interna- 
tional League of the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies has 
decided to send to Iraq medicine 
wo r t h 15,000 Swiss francs to help 
the needy and those hard hit by 
the consequence of the sanctions 
imposed against Iraq for its 
takeover of Kuwait, according to 
the league's president, Ahmad 
Aim Qounu 

Abu Qoura toM r e porte r s here 
Saturday, after his return from a 
league meeting in Geneva, that 
the league member* had express- 
ed concern over the obstacles 
pUoed in the way of inte rna tional 
relief operations. The league 
meeting urged the International 
Co mmi ttee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) to do aU it can to allow 
the humanitarian assistaiioe to 

teach the people in Iraq. 

The league’s deriwon to send 
mcd i riwfs to Iraq came ax the 
request of the Iraqi Red Crescent 
Society, said Abu Qoora, who is 


also president of tbe Jordanian 
National Red Crescent Society 
(JNRCS). 

The league. Abu Qoura said, 
has endorsed an agenda for the 
joint ICRC and Red Crescent 
Societies' meeting doe to beheld 
in November 1991. 

Tbe meeting, which ended on 
Oct. 23, also .reviewed political 
developments in tbe Gulf region, 
since Aug. 2, and issued a state- 
ment appealing to world nations 
and all concerned parties to find a 
peaceful solution for the prob- 
lem, Abu Qoura added. 

Abu Qoura also said that be 
had reached agreement with tbe 
ICRC allowing the JNRCS to 
take over the operations con- 
ducted at AI Aaaq camp set up 
by ICRC in the past few months 
to accommodate the evacuees 
from Iraq Kuwait. At least 
800,000 evacuees have passed 
through Jordan, mostly by land, 
once the outbreak of file crisis. 


$lm bill found counterfeit 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A counterfeit 
SI million bin which was sent to 
■the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) for verification, has been 
found to be counterfeit money, 
according to a statement by the 
CBJ Saturday. 

Tbe statement said that the 
anti-narcotics and forgery divi- 
sion at the Public Security De- 
partment (PSD) had confirme d 
that the bill, which was sent to the 
bank by a local company, was 
forged. 

A CBJ official contacted by 
telephone confirmed tbe r epor t 
but gave no other detail, 
although he stressed that no 
known bQk of such denomination 
were in circulation around tbe 
world. 

The last time PSD reported the 
seizure of cou n te rf ei t money was 
m September 1969 when it said 
that a total of 13,800 counterfeit 
U.S. dollars were seized from 
nine persons, including five 
Jordanians, crying to peddle tbe 
currency on the Mack market. 
In August 1989, the PSD said 


that 14 persons bad been arrested 
in Jordan while trying to smuggle 
drugs and io peddle counterfeit 
U.S. dollars. It also said that 
during 1989, 144,000 counterfeit 
U.S. dollars were found. 

According to the CBJ state- 
ment, the counterfeit $1 million 
fan was first offered to a local 
commercial hanic in Amman, it 
refused to accept it, and referred 
the matter to the CBJ which, in 
turn, referred tbe bill to tbe PSD. 

Last week tbe CBJ renewed a 
warning to illegal dealers in fore- 
ign currency and gold, and said 
that black market operators 
risked fines between JD 50 and 
JD 500 if caught dealing in fore- 
ign currency without licence. 

In February 1989 the govern- 
ment revoked the hocnce s of all 
CT rha ufti- firm* in the erw i ew y «wH 

dosed down their offices after 
seizing their records in a move 
violations of regulations' 
and to put an cud to “tampering 

with the national economy.” 
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Pressure won’t work 

THE U.S. Congress has sent an unmistakable sign of its 
displeasure with Jordan’s position on the Gulf crisis by 

refusing to m«l» a definite commitment of $50 million in 
military aid to the Kingdom for fiscal year 1990-1991. At the 
time, the Bosh ^minis tration appears to have opted 
for a carrot-and-stick approach with ns since the president 
and Congress have the option to restore the aid in 
Washington’s assistance package for the Kingdom at a later 
stage during the Oct. 1 to Sept 30 fiscal year. 

The administration requested the economic support and 
foreign military sales (FMS) assistance package to Jordan in 
February this yean in line with the request, the House of 
Representatives “earmarked” $85.2 million. Senior Amer- 
ican diplomats had expressed confidence that the amount 
was “definitely coming” to Jordan. But the Senate, which 
debated the request after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, did 
not earmark any of the amount “because of Jordan’s 
reluctance to break ties with Iraq and support the U.N. 
ffliytiniK against that country,” according to the U.S. 
Info rmati on Agency (USJLA), the official information arm of 
the adminis tration. 

It may be true that there could be other interpretations 
for the move by a conference of members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives and Senate Friday to only earmark $35 
milli on in economic support from a package which included 
the $50.2 million in FMS. But, coming at a time when 
Jordan has been calling for urgent assistance to help it cope 
with the impact of the Gulf crisis and sanctions on Iraq, the 
decision cannot but be a reflection of the political sentiment 
in the U.S. Congress against Jordan’s refusal to join the 
Amer ican-led camp aign against Iraq and the Kingdom’s 
efforts to bring about a peaceful solution to the Golf 
problem — a solution which may fall short of the apparent 
American aim of eliminating Iraq’s military might and 
toppling the regime of Saddam Hussein. 

According to oar understanding of the deal, the $50 
million would not have been given to Jordan in cash or in 
kind. Rather, it would have been extended in the form of 
writing off Jordan^s- mnitary-debts to the United States. 

In any case, and despite repeated statements from senior 
Ameri can officials (including Secretary of State James 
Baker and Treasury Secretary James Brady) that Jordan 
was abiding by U.N. sanctions against Iraq as best as it 
could, there are some in the U.S. who win not give peace a 
chance or Jordan a break. If these people think with then- 
money they can buy us, soul and conscience and all, they are 
mistaken. This country, its leadership and people, has taken 
a principled stand: Not In favour of aggression bat for the 
sake of peace. Patting pressure on ns, by withholding 
much-needed financial and economic assstance and block- 
ading our sealanes, wiD not make Jordan change its 
course. One day, people wQI come to realise how wrongly 
they wronged this country and its stance on the Golf crisis of 
today. In the meanwhile, our determination to do what we 
believe is right grows by the day. 


Sunday Economic Pulse 


Jordan can stand on its feet from within 


S' 


The current blockade imposed on Jordan and the international 
delay in giving the country compensation for its losses sustained as 
a result of the Gulf crisis and the embargo on Iraq, are considered 
as arbitrary practices on the part of the imperialist powers against 
the Kingdom and the Jordanian people, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily 
Saturday. This hostile action is being exercised on Jordan because 
it was brave enough to call for the settlement of the Gulf crisis by 
peaceful means, motivated the realisation that war can only 
bring devastation and can not solve the problem, the paper noted. 
Jordan's call for a peaceful settlement is fortunately drawing 
favourable response from the American and European nations 
where people are demanding an end to the campaign as they do 
not wish to see their children killed in a battle for protecting war 
lords and oil interests, the paper continued. But the paper said 
there is no justification for any nation to take vengeance on 
Jordan which seeks peace and security for this region, and there 
indeed no need for beating the drums of war at a time when the 
peace efforts are continuing. The people of Jordan take pride in 
the wise policies of the Jordanian leadership which is determined 
to adhere to pan Arab commitments and national stands, said the 
paper. 

A columinst in A1 Ra’i daily calls on the government to be brave 
enough and complain to the Security Council and the internation- 
al court of justice about American arbitrary measures being 
exercised against Jordan and its people Tareq Masarweh says that 
Jordan is facing a blockade and is sustaining huge losses due to the 
American fleet’s interception of cargo vessels heading for Aqaba . 
The government should be bold enough and raise the question at 
international circles not only to expose Washington's actions, but 
also to try to get compensation for its losses, says the writer. He 
notes that the United States will not come to the aid of Jordan in 
its present ordeal and not a single penny will be forthcoming as 
long as Jordan refuses to succumb to the will of the Imperialist 
forces and join the multi-national force now being deployed 
against Iraq. Masarweh calls on the Jordanian government to 
expose the Arab countries which are seizing Aqaba-bound goods 
and selling them by auction. No one would believe that Jordan 
will receive any compensation from any source, and therefore, 
says the writer, there is no alternative but to adhere to the 
Kingdom's national stand 

It is clear to all now that the United States aims to dominate the 
Arab oil wealth so as to face United Europe in 1992 and the 
Japanese economic might in the coming century, said A1 Dustour 
daily newspaper Saturday. The current American military cam-- 
paign in the Gulf is part of the American strategy to ensure that 
objective and give impetus to this strategy, the paper added. In its 
drive to achieve its goal in the Gulf, the United States is being 
instigated by Israel which fears the Iraqi military might, and which 
is a strategic ally of the United States, said the paper. 


AFTER the economic crisis of 
1988/1989 Jordanians started 
to think seriously of the future- 

Is Jordan a viable entity in the 
long run? What if Arab and 
foreign aid dried up at one 
point in the future? Would 
Jordan survive depending 
alone on its own human and 
natural resources? 

Proud Jordanians have no 
choice in answering such a 
question except in the affirma- 
tive. It is a question of life or 
death for them. If Jordan can- 
not stand on its own feet now 
without external assistance, it 
should become able to do so in 
the near future. The challenge 
for tiie decision makers and 
planners is to identify the ma- 
jor sectors that have the poten- 
tial to help the country to 
achieve self-sufficiency in fore- 


By James LeMoyne 

RIYADH — Two and a half 
months after American forces 
were sent to Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf nations, military 
commanders and political offi- 
cials are finding it difficult to 
assure achievable goals in an 
ambiguous conflict whose out- 
come they cannot easily con- 
trol. 

In interviews over the last 
three weeks, American, Saudi 
and European military and 
political officials have pointed 
to the growing realization that 
if war comes, its human, eco- 
nomic, and political costs are 
likely to be high. 

They say there is little pros- 
pect of winning a neat “vic- 
tory” in such a conflict and that 
its consequences for the region 
and for the United States could 
prove severe. 

“We can retake Kuwait and 
hit the Iraqi army hard,” an 
American official said. “But 
what happens after that is hard 
to say." 

At present. American and 
other forces are engaged in a 
steady military buildup de- 
signed to accompany diploma- 
tic pressure on Iraq. 

Barring unexpected de- 
velopments, American officials 
say they do not foresee a war 
beginning for at least two 
months. They add that the 
United States and other coun- 
tries are likely to seek further 
United Nations backing before 
initiating any military attack. 


ign exchange, and then to con- 
centrate on the advancement 
of these sectors to lead the 
economy to safety and secur- 
ity. 

Such sectors that enjoy com- 
parative advantage in foe inter- 
national market should not 
only be able to generate fore- 
ign exchange; they should also 
be able to grow and their activ- 
ity should be sustainable in the 
long term. 

To many people’s minds, 
these sectors are mining, agri- 
culture and tourism, all of 
which have huge possibilities 
that are not fully exploited yet. 
Mining is limited only by the 
ability of the interotional mar- 
ket to absorb and the right 
price to offer. The demand on 
phosphate and potash is 
guaranteed by the need to pro- 


duce more food around the 
globe. Those two commodities 
ren cover one-third of ail our 
basic needs of foreign ex- 
change. 

Agriculture is limited by the 
scarcity of water for irrigation, 
but the potential is great and 
vital. Our crops should not be 
able to only satisfy 80 per cent 
of our own food consumption; 
they should also be capable of 
earning a lot of foreign ex- 
change through exports to the 

neighbouring Arab countries 
and to the huge European mar- 
ket. 

Tourism has almost no 
limitation on growth, as long as 
we can build the facilities, and 
secure the right climate, 
acceptable to the various cate- 
gories of tourists who come to 
Jordan for all kinds of reasons, 
includ in g doing business in the 


Kingdom. 

The global market of inter- 
national travel and tourism 
could not be less than $200 
billion a year by most con- 
servative estimates. It is the 
most -important market, side 
by side with oO and arma- 
ments. 

Jordan’s share of tins huge 
market is a fraction of one per 
cent; Jordan has the potential 
to grab at least one per emit of 
‘ international tourism, or to 
quadruple its current share 
over the coming 10 years. An 
annual growth of 15 per emit a 
year is very realistic if wc really 
try hard and do what it takes to 
become a real touristic centre. 

At one time the vahie added 
in the tourism sector was no 
more than 35 per cent, way 
below the international aver- 


age of 60 per cent, because our 
hotels used to depend heavily 
on imported labour, an d foe 
goods uiwis ts consumed were 
mainly imported items. Now 
things have changed drastical- 
ly. More local inputs are being 
made available, especially on 
the manpower side, and the 
value added is expected to 

have risen to above 50 per cent 
of the gross receipts. If wc take 
tiw multiplier into considera- 
tion, we can eaaly recognise 
that more touristic receipts 
cause a rfu™ of income in 
other sectors such as ground 
transportation, airline busi- 
ness, restaurants, souvenir 
shops, communications and 
government taxes. 

In sum, we can conclude that 
Jordan can become viable and 
self-sufficient by developing its 


In Gulf crisis there 
is no sure conclusion 


American forces are not yet 
fully deployed in the desert 
here, and a British armored 
brigade is just arriving. In the 
air, American fighters are test- 
ing Iraqi defenses by flying at 
the border and recording the 
signals of Iraqi radar, but pilots 
say the Iraqis often fofi the 
exercise by refusing to turn on 
their electronic equipment. 

In the midst of such prepara- 
tions, no official can say with 
assurance when war may be- 
gin, nor how, and when it 
might end. 

American military planners 
and political analysts here run 
countless scenarios — all of 
them possible, none of them 
certain. 

Officials say prediction is 
difficult because of shifting 
alliances and sudden develop- 
ments in a Middle Eastern 
region that is inherently unst- 
able. American planners say 
they have yet to decide if their 
goal is simply to liberate 
Kuwait, or to destroy the Iraqi 
military, Iraqi weapons factor- 
ies, and the Iraqi leader, Sad- 
dam Hussein, as well, perhaps ‘ 
by sending a multi-national 
force to occupy Iraq. 

There is little doubt that the 


German unity turns into 
nightmare for mapmakers 


By Kevin Liffey 
Reuter 

BERNE — The vanishing border 
between the Germanys has 
brought nothing but trouble for 
the map-makeTS. 

A year ago it was a firm green 
stripe with dots and dashes. By 
mid-1990 it was just dots and 
dashes. From Oct. 14 the stripe 
returned — but thinner and much 
less noticeable. 

"The situation changed so tost 
that we couldn't keep up any 
more,” said Helmut Laube. car- 
tographer at the Swiss head office 
of one Europe’s largest map pub- 
lishers, Kuemmerly Und Frey. 

One road atlas produced for 
the flood of travellers between 
the Germanys shortly after their 
common border opened last 
November had to be revised 
three times when it was already 
on the verge of publication. 

“We suddenly heard there 
were 20 new forntier crossings. 
Then there were 40. When we'd 
put them all in we got the news 
the whole border was open and 
we had to scrape all the crossings 
out again," Laube said. 

So be put Germany back on the 
drawing board, overlaid it with 
tracing paper showing the latest 
amendments and got to work 
with coloured pens and a scalpel. 

He bad already reconnected 
long-disused roads, rebuilt 
bridges and summoned into exist- 
ence 3,000 villages which until 
then bad simply not been on the 
map. 

“Suddenly west Germans all 
wanted to visit the little villages 
their families originated from," 
he said. 

The firm pats the cost of Ger- 
man unify, scale 1:500,000, at 
around 600 hours of cartog- 
raphers' time. But thousands of 
hours if you count the 50 or so 
maps of adjoining regions and 
European and world maps that 
must all be changed. 

Until East Germany opened 
up, information was hard to get 
as official maps were unobtain- 
able and anyway contained de- 
liberate inaccuracies lest they fell 


into enemy hands. 

Not that the political prob- 
lems are over. The united Ger- 
many still has no official name. 

Kuemmerly Und Frey would 
rather not do the polticians* job 
for them but the firm does not 
have as much time as they do to 
reshape the country, so it has 
extended the lettering “Federal 
Republic of Germany" right into 
former East German territory. 
No easy job because Laube has to 
move aside up to three villages to 
make way for each capital letter. 

Not everyone is pleased. One 
radical nationalist map-buyer, 
evoking Hitler's pre-war reicb, 
wrote to say it was shameful that 
what he thought of as Eastern 
Germany should be labelled Po- 
land. 

The mapmaker has little choice 
but to improvise. When border 
controls were scrapped but east 
and west remained separate 
countries, the fastest way to show 
this was to remove the thick 
green stripe that emphasised the 
frontier. 

Now that unification is com- 
plete, the border appears as a 
thinner stripe and broken line 
marking the boundaries of the 
federal states Eastern Germany 
acquired thk month. 

The speed of events is still 
stretching Kuemmerly's informa- 
tion gathering. Usually it relies 
on newspaper cuttings and calk 
to planning offices. 

Now Laube tries to keep one 
step ahead of official decisions, 
relying on the radio and a bit of 
inspired guesswork for the latest 
on, say. the race between Dres- 
den and Leipzig to be capital of 
the new federal state of Saxony. 

This can be a bit of a strain. 
“After all, we aren't a daily news- 
paper." he said. 

But the overwhel min g demand 
fqr information on the new Ger- 
many brings acute pressure to get 
maps on the market. 

Kuemmerly used to update its 
maps of East Germany only every 
two years for a print-run of 
T0.000. This year it has updated 
its new map twice and sold 
300,000 road atlases. 


forces here can retake Kuwait 
and destroy much of Iraq's 
army and air force. But there 
are grave doubts about the 
costs of occupying Iraq and the 
future of a defeated Iraq. 


an American diplomat said. 
“We have to think about Iraqi 
and Arab reaction to a humi- 
liating defeat at the hands of 
the United States." 

American planners admit 


‘Saudi and American officials say 
war with Iraq may deepen the identi- 
ty crisis Arab societies have been 
suffering for decades as they con- 
front a period of threatening change 
that many see as spurred by West- 
ern societies they both admire and 
fear.’ 


Saudi and American officials 
say war with Iraq may deepen 
the identity crisis Arab 
societies have been suffering 
for decades as they confront a 
period of threatening change 
'ffiat ~many. s^”as~Spurred by 
Western societies they both 
admire and fear. 

“The way we win will be as 
important as winning itself," 


they cannot predict the reac- 
tion of the Iraqi people to an 
outside attack, especially the 
reaction of the country’s Shiite 
Muslim majority. 

Sgyerai jiipjozpats .said ithe n.*. 
ideal; scenario ■ would be to 
forre an Iraqi withdrawal that 
brings the downfall of Mr. 
Hussein. But they admit that 
there is no assurance of this 


f lawing , agriculture and tour- 
ism sectors. These sectors can : \ : v 
earn tire badly-needed foreign ' *'• 
ex chang e and create new jobs. * 
Capital needed for investment % 
is not beyond our means, and 
the private sector is willing to 
fill the, gap if the conditions are 
right. 

*•’ 

“The current economic|; 
adjustment programme may be 5 
able to rid the economy of its 
problems and dislocations, but 
only economic growth can se- 
cure more jobs to the unem- 
ployed, and higher standards of 
living to the people. The 
adjustment is only to pave the 
way for solid growth. Tourism 
provides one of the major 
areas for growth and prosper- 
ity; it is the greatest promise 
for financial viability in Jor- 
dan. 


This is a region dominated by 
rigid military dictatorships and 
Arab monarchies. 

In the event of war, Amer- 
ican planners expect a newt 
wave of terrorist strikes a$uns{{ 
American and European 
targets. They say they fear 
American embassies could also 
. . . m be attacked in several Arab 

and no certainty that a more ^ 

mam-stream leader would re- 
place him. Several diplomats said they 

Uncertainty is heightened by feared further polarization be- 

the possibility that Iran or tween Israel and the occupied 

Syria might invade Iraq to Palestinian population it con- 

si eze disputed territories, or trols. If Iraq were to attack 

that Iraq’s long-abused Knr- Israel, American officials say, 

dish people will rise up and the conflict could easily widen 

demand a state of their own. to include other Arab cotm- 

There is also a realization tries, 

that American and civilian It is a scenario that causes 
casualties may well be high in a planners here particular coch 
war of rockets, heavy armor, cem. Faced with Arab, de- 
poison gas and possibly biolo- mauds and the need to assure 
gical weapons. The Western future oil supplies, American 
hostages held in Iraq may die. and intematioal pressure may 
Leaking poison from bombed grow on the Israeli government 
Iraqi chemical plants may kill to negotiate autonomy for the 
civilians. . Palestinians. 

American officials have 

sought as much Arab participa- Saudi, Kuwaiti and Amer-t 

tion ayx>ssible in die militar y ican officials say war with Iraqi 
force mat may attack Iraq. But will redefine attitudies toward 

so far, Arab nations have sent foe defense of oil reserves and 
minimal troop*, incre asing -thc ■ the -Gulf countries that hold 
political exposure of Amer- most of them, 
lean, British and French It appears likely that a muM- 

forces. national force will remain, 

There appears to be a possi- backed by a security pact 
: bility .that American forces , aimed a^.ipippsipg q. jieDee of 
could find themselves used by- j stability in a long-volatile re- 
Arab nations in a regional fold . gion where' Iraq!' Iran and 
that, but for the importance of Saudi Arabia will continue to 
oil, appears distant from tradi- compete for influence. — In- 
tional American concerns. ternational Herald Tribune 


Syrian leadership plays the 
right cards in Gulf crisis 


By Martin WooDacott 

THE GULF crisis caught Syria 
in the middle of a wary retreat 
from untenable positions. The 
Syria of the mid-eighties was at 
odds with the United States 
after contesting American pur- 
poses in Lebanon; at odds with 
Europe after the Paris bomb- 
ings and the El A1 bomb 
attempt; at odds with most of 
the Arab world because of its 
alliance with revolutionary 
Iran; and at odds with its su- 
perpower patron, the USSR, 
balking at the costs and risks of 
Syria’s policy of trying to 
match Israeli military strength. 

President Hafez Ai Assad 
changed course, improving re- 
lations with the US by helping 
its hostage releases, streng- 
thening links with Saudi Ara- 
bia and the Gulf states, and 
restoring relations with Egypt. 
But still Syria was in a irinri of 
limbo. In Western demonolo- 
gy. she remained a terrorist 
state, and Lockerbie seemed to 
underline that. In the mean- 
time the country’s principal in- 
ternational connection, that 
with the eastern bloc, was dis- 
integrating. It was not just that 
the Soviet Union had lost in- 
terest in the idea of Syrian 
“strategic parity" with Israel; it 
was also beginning to wonder 
about the utility of any kind of 
special relationship with Syria. 

Thus the invasion of Kuwait 
came along at a propitious 
moment It enabled Syria to 
rehabilitate itself in the eyes of 
the West, with the partial ex- 
ception of Britain. And it en- 
abled her to join as a founder 
member what may turn out to 
be the decisive economic 
grouping in the Middle East, 
based on a more generous 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates. 

Already, it has strengthened 
Syria's hand in the Lebanon. 
“We were the foe black sheep ' 
of the world. Now we are 
suddenly respectable again," a 


Damascus lawyer observed 
sourly. “See how die Italians 
rolled out foe red carpet for 
onr foreign minister tire other 
day? It would have been un- 
thinkable a few months ago.” 
Syria has made such gains by 
doing foe absolute minimum. 
It is widely remarked in 
Damascus that the armoured 
division that was to have fol- 
lowed Syria's first small contin- 
gent in Saudi Arabia is conspi- 
cuous by its absence. It is 
noted, too, that Syria justifies 
the presence of its troops in the 
Gulf by saying they are there 
to prev ent war, not to wage (L 
Again, while Syria is credited 
with drawing Iran more firmly 
into the anti-Saddam camp, it 
is clear that both countries can 
be counted on only until such 
time as war breaks out. 


tic to Iraq. There is no accept- 
ance of Syria and the US work- 
ing together. 

' Even in the ruling Ba’ath 
party, accused by critics of 
being “brain dead", there has 
been tangible discontent, and 
foe same most be true of the 
army. Assad has shown his 
appreciation of the problem by 
organising an unusually com- 
prehensive series of party and 
army policy briefings. 

The temporary solution to 
these contradictions seems to 
be, as a Western diplomat put 
it: “If war comes, all bets are 
off.” Syrian troops would not 
fight. More titan that, Syria 
would reserve the right to 
change its policy, particularly if 
Israel became involved in the 
war. “I don't thip lr the arm y 

would accept a real war," one 


'President Assad may have acted 
astutely, and he may have Ohrpwdly 
limited his commitments so far, but 
what he has done is deeply unpopu- 
lar with his own people. A/tyember 
of the Iraqi opposition lining in 
Damascus — a man who would 
wish it to be otherwise — said: “The 
majority of ordinary Syrians are sym- 
pathetic to Iraq. There is no accept- 
ance of Syria and the U.S. working 
together.' 


President Assad may have 
acted astutely, and be may 
have shrewdly limited his com-' 
Hutments so for, but what he 
has done is deeply upopnlar* 
with his own people. A mem- 
ber of the Iraqi opposition 
living in Damascus — a man 
who would wish it to be other- 
wise — said: “The majority of 
ordinary Syrians are sympathe- 


Syrian said. “At that moment, 
unless foe policy changed, a 
coup would be a possibility. 

The troth is, of course, that 
Syna knows no better than foe 
other actors in this drama 
where it is going or what kind 
” w il “ay produce. An 
opponent of the regime in 
Damascus says: “This govern- 
ment is enfeebled, economical- 


ly weak and without- popular 
support, and foe crisis is put- 
ting it under new and danger- 
ous pressures. Those pressures 
are foe same across the region. 
When every objective consid- 
eration indicates an alignment 
with foe West, popular feeling 
points in exactly the opposite 
direction." 

Thus the Gulf crisis has 
allowed Assad to complete a 
necessary realignment with the 
West and the moderate Arab 
states, which was under way 
anyway. The Soviet connection 
can no longer provide an 
anchor for any Middle Eastern 
state. Economic advantage 
suggests closer relations with 
the new Europe, while bope& 
for a solution to the Palestinian: 
conflict rest more than ever on 
foe possibility that the United 
States may finally put' .real 
pressure on Israel. Within foe 
region the crisis may revolutio- 
nise the attitude of the'-Gotf 
states, the most pro-Western 
of all, which could lead, some 
optimists believe, to a real 
Arab oommon market gener- 
ously primed with Gulf money . 

But against these tendencies 
flows the powerful current of 
P°pular feeling, including -a 
substantia}' fundamentalist 
eddy. “The mosques, the mos- 
ques," cried one of Assad's 
critics, “that's where yon sec 
what is happening to foe pho-; 
pie. They are foil to bursting. 
Full of the young." 

Otiiers hope that an essenr. 
tiafly seailar Syrian society^; 
merely donning religious d# 
fofog to express its oppo s i ti on 
to an unpopular rcginu»_ As 
Syria ^ouce a foremost “tenor 
” Pumies its efforts .^to 

^P “ the release of .British 
and American hostages .w£9£ 
bowmg out its hands for .West- 
ern and Japanese aid oh 'an 
unprecedented scale, its future 
looks neither steady nor beal- 
foy, unless foe deep contra£&> 
hong between policy and^pppu- 
lar sentiments can be resolved. 
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Gulf stand-off ‘will 
crush poor nations’ 


By Leonard Doyle 

UNITED Nations economists are 
warni ng that a protracted military 
stand-off in the Golf coupled with 
economic sanctions against Iraq 
wfll devastate the world's poorest 
economies while dealing a savage 
blow to the already weak econo- 
mies of Hast Europe. Assuming 
dA prices return to WO a barrel, 
the burden of debt which many 
countries face would be au- 
gmented by the price of paying 
twice as much for energy. 

As well as the increased cost of 

pa, the Gulf crisis is taking its toll 
in the form of higher inflation and 
loss of confidence in a world 
economy that was already slow- 
ing down. The sudden redistribu- 
tion of income and wealth caused 
by higher oil prices is throwing 
the world economy into turmoil. " 

There will be beneficiaries. Oil 
exporting countries in the de- 
veloped, communist and develop- 
ing world stand to make windfall 
profits of nearly $200 billion 
(£101.5 billion) a year from the 
crisis on the basis of a $40 barrel, 
according to U.N. economists.’ 
They include the U.K., Norway 
and C a n ada which would earn 
$6.2 billion, $10.4 billion and $2.7 
bilfion respectively. The Soviet 
Union will earn an additional 
$243 billion for its exports while 
OPEC and non-OPEC develop- 
ing countries, including Mexico 
and Venezuela, will reap an addi- 
tional $154 billion a year. 

There have been some efforts 
to compensate those on the other 
side of the equation. East Europe 
is expected to lose $12 billion in 
1990 and 1991 through higher oil 
prices alone, but George Bush 
said last week he would press the 
World Bank to arrange loans 
worth $5 billion to help these 
countries. Moscow's former 
client states in East Europe, now 
paying full market price for their 
oil, are being squeezed to the 
point where the U.N. predicts a 
sharp economic decline. 

Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Romania have already appealed 
to the U.N. Security Council for 
emergency aid to offset the 


effects of the crisis. Prague esti- 
mates the total direct loss to its 
economy finom the crisis is more 
than $1.1 billion. Warsaw says its 
kisses are around $2.4 bfllioo and 
Romania calculates its Inwt at 
more than $1 billion. 

’Washington also hopes to raise 
$22 billion from die world's rich- 
est countries, about M f of which 
has been earmarked for the front- 
line states — pr in c ipa lly Egypt, 
Jordan, and Turkey. 

So far commitments have been 
received from Saudi Arabia for 
S8 billion (expected to make $69 
billion from the conflict on the 
basis of a $40 barrel), from 
Kuwait for « billion, $4 billion 
from Japan, (expected to pay 
another $29 bUlkm in oil bills at 
$40 a barrel), and $2 billion from 
the European Community (which 
will be paying an extra $51 billion 
in oil costs). Germany is provid- 
ing $2 bilfion of the EC aid, 
despite the added burden of uni- 
fication and an estimated extra 
$15 billion in the cost of its ofl. 
The IMF is lending an extra $2 
billion. 

But the world's poorest coun- 
tries, which U.N. economists pre- 
dict will pay an extra $32 billion 
in higher oil prices in 1991. are so 
far being virtually ignored, 
although the IMF has made 
noises about easing lending re- 
quirements. It seems political ex- 
pediency, rather than absolute 
economic need, wfll determine 
who pays and who from the 
conflict. 

Without additional money, 
consumption of oil in sub-Sahar- 
an Africa is expected to fall by 30 
per cent. This will have a devas- 
tating impact on the region's pro- 
ductive output which is 70 per 
cent dependent on oil. Years of 
austerity have cut import bills to 
the bone in these countries, and 
the U.N. predicts a fail in oil 
imports will led to the closure of 
power stations, factories and 
mines, while crippling transporta- 
tion. This will translate into slow- 
er growth and a further slide in 
living standards. 

The military stand-off and the 


U.N. sanctions Have wiped out 
entire export markets. For some 
countries such as India, Bang- 
ladesh, Pakistan, the Philippines 
and Sri Lanka, there is the extra 
cost of tens of millions of dollars 
in lost remittances from those 
who have fled Iraq and Kuwiat. 

The impact of the crisis on 
Africa is described as “devastat- 
ing’' by U.N. officials and for 
some drought-afflicted countries 
like Ethiopia and Sudan it will 
hamper efforts to fight famine. 

U.N. officials estimate that 
with oil prices averaging $30 a 
barrel in 1991 — on optimistic 
estimate under most scenarios — 
African importers will face a 
doubting of ibeir 1989 costs to $4 
billion. The extra oil bill alone 
would cat up some 10 per cent of 
export earnings in recent years. 
IMF officials estimate that the 
costs to sub-Saharan oil importers 
could amouni to $2 billion by the 
end of 1991, even if oil prices 
have fallen back to S21 a barrel 
by then. 

According to the respected 
U.N. bulletin Africa Recovery, 
the deterioration on the continent 
may exceed (he worst of what was 
experienced in the traumatic de- 
cade of the 1980s. 

Beyond the impact of higher oil 
bills, African primary commodity 
exporters have to contend with a 
more hostile world economic cli- 
mate. U.N. and IMF studies sug- 
gest that a prolonged period of 
high oil prices will slow output in 
the industrialised world by up to 
0.75 per cent. With output in 
developed countries already fall- 
ing from 3.4 per cent in 1989 to 
2.4 per cent m 1990-91. demand 
for Third World imports is ex- 
pected to be well down. As a 
result African countries will face 
lower export earnings and rising 
import bills. 

Many countries seriously 
affected by the crisis and the 
U.N. sanctions have made 
appeals for emergency help under 
Article 50 of the United Nations 
Charter, but the U.N. has yet to 
take steps to alleviate their plight. 
— The Independent. 


Gorbachev: Iraq could be softening stand 


(Continued from page I) 

Primakov told the Iraqi News 
Agency upon his arrival in Bagh-. 
dad thar his visit, was part of 
; “contmmng consultations fcyfch 
' tire Iraqi leadership on Gtdf'oe- 
velopments," and stressed that 
Moscow “wants to see a peaceful 
settlement to the Gulf crisis.” 
Iraqi Foreign Minister Tareq 
Aziz, who met Primakov at tire 
airport, said a peaceful settle- 
ment to the crisis was still possi- 


ble. 

“Fm always optimistic about 
the future,” Aziz said when asked 
if war could still be avoided. But 
be refused to answer follow-up 
questions. 

Primakov visited Washington, 
Paris, London, Rone. Cairo and 
Damascus after his Oct. 6 talks in 
Baghdad. 

In a speech to the Spanish 
parliament on Friday. Gorbachev 
said Moscow’s refusal so for to 


send troops to the Gulf should 
not be construed as weakness or 
hesitation. Moscow has said it 
could contribute to a multination- 
al force only if it were organised' 
under U.N. a usp i ces. 

On the question of economic 
aid for Moscow, Gorbachev said 
he was concerned that some 
Western countries were not con- 
vinced that half was needed to 
rectify the Soviet economy. 


Bush in flurry of contacts 


(Continued from page 1) 
of mili tary conflict with Iraq and 
look for a way out. 

U.S. officials have been con- 
cerned about recent peace feelers 
from Baghdad and the stepped- 
up release of Western nationals, 
which they see as a move to split 
the alliance. 

Bush Has repeatedly ruled out 
any compromise, saying Iraq 
must comply with the U.N. re- 
solutions before Baghdad’s ter- 
ritorial and oil disputes with 
Kuwait are discussed. 

U3. intelligence chief Wiliam 
Webster, sparing to a private 
foreign policy group Thursday, 
also dampened speculation a di- 


plomatic solution might be near. 

At the State Department, 
spokesman Richard Boucher told 
reporters Friday: 

“The test of (Iraq’s) willingness 
to find a peaceful solution is 
whether or not (it) is willing to 
implement tire U.N. resolutions 
folly and so fax we've seen no 
indication from (Iraq) that (H is) 
willing to do that.’* 

There has also been specula- 
tion Bush would visit Saudi Ara- 
bia to meet U.S. troops there 
next month. While noc getting 
into specifics, FStzwacer told re- 
porters earlier: “The president 
said he wants to -go. I expect we 
wfll.” 


Qadhafi 


(Continued from page 1) 

prepare Arabs to defend themselves. 

“We wfll give you the mission of 
inching youth of die Arab Nation 
against these enemies. We do not 
consider this an an a ri c on these ene- 
mies but self-defence in accordance 
with Ankle 51 of the United Nations 
Charter." Qadhafi said. 

His remarks were carried by the 
Libyan media Saturday. 

“We are against coops and in - 
sinatioos and armed operations and 
secret work. Yon must go out publidy 
to achieve Arab unity, starting from 
Jan. 1. as Arab unity most be 
achieved with European unity." be 
said m ref er enc e to European Com- 
nuuniy plans for greater maty by 199L 
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Tm not pacifist,’ says one William Brown. ‘But Fm tryin g to avert another Vietnam 1 

An American’s personal crusade 
against war in the Gulf 


By P.Y. Vivekftjund 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — William Brown is 
a 39-year-old American wbo 
makes a living by driving a 
track between California and 
New York. He b married with 
three children. He used to lead 
tire normal life of an average 
"fun- loving” American with all 
that goes with it. Bur not any- 
more. The Gulf crisis has 
changed his life. 

Brown, a former Marine 
Corps sergeant who fought in 
Vietnam, is now in Jordan 
trying to do something about 
wha: be believes in. 

He thinks that war is immi- 
nent in the Gulf and be is here 
to try to preve n t it. 

He says that regardless of 
whatever is being said, the 
American troops deployed in 
Saudi Arabia and elsewhere in 
the region will launch an 
assault on Iraq any time. 

“As every hour passes, I am 
getting more and more fright- 
ened,” he says. “There is no 
doubt in my mind that each 
passing day is bringing the war 
nearer to the region.” 

“I have 58.000 reasons to 
come here," be adds referring 
to the 58,000 ackowledged 
deaths of American service- 
men in Vietnam. “I hope 
someone listens to me before 
things get out of hand in the 
Gulf.” 

Brown believes that the only 
way to dissuade the adminis- 
tration of President George 
Bush from attacking Iraq is 
through mobilising American 
public opinion. And such a 
mobilisation cannot be laun- 
ched in the United States with- 
out an impact preceding it be- 
cause. Brown says. “1 am a 
common man; in fact a no- 
body, and nobody will listen to 
me if I go to a street corner and 
shout at the top of my voice." 

“It took us four-and-a-half- 
years before enough public 
opinion was mobilised against 
our involvement in Vietnam,” 
he recalls. “Our government 
was forced to withdraw from 


Vietnam after a senseless war. 
And now Washington saw 
58,000 American sobers died 

for their country in Vietnam I 

say that they dred f or nothing, 
except for tire pofasans..." 

"Mind you. ! am not m the 
Middle East now for humanita- 
rian reasons." be says. “2 am 
not a paafist either I am 
someone who is willing to figh: 
for what he believes in. In this 
case. I believe that what our 
government is doing in the 
Middle East is not right. 1 can 
sense another Vietnam soaring 
up and I am trying to avert 
that.” 

According :c Brown, tire 
American media are not car- 
rying any objective presenta- 
tion of tire realties that face 
the Americans in tire Gulf. 
“Every piece of sews item and 
every clip of film twists fats 
and turns things around 
whenever (Iraqi President) 
Saddam Hussein says some- 
thing positive about peace and 
Arab rights. It sounds as if it is 
something co ming out of some- 
one like Hitier.** 

After listening :n continuous 
news broadcas t s on the Gulf 
crisis ever since the Iraqis took 
over Kuwait or. Aug. 2. Brown 
is convinced that “wha: the 
media are giving the Amer- 
icans a exactly wha: Bash 
wants them to give." 

Radio broadcasts, perhaps 
tiie only constant in Iccg cvet- 
landhauis in tire fife of a Tuck 
driver, have enabled Brown to 
listen extensively to news from 
the hundreds of local and 
national radio networks 
around the country. “I was not 
at all convinced that our gov- 
ernment had a real cause in the 
Golf from day one — .Aug. 2." 
says Brows. “.As days went by, 
I realised no-one was doing 
anything about it. And that’s 
why I derided to try my hand." 

“I am not defending wha! 
Saddam Hussein did oct am I 
justifying anything. I believe 
that the Americans have a 
right to know the truth — the 
truth that our government is 
pushing for war for no reason 



Wiflaia Brows 

except the quest for domina- 
tion of the largest oil reserves 
in the world. Thousands of 
Americans are going to be 
kilted in this war,” adds the 
tail, well-built American. 

How does Brown, a self- 
described “common man from 
the streets of America." hope 
to achieve anything in the 
labyrinth of the complex Gulf 
and Middle East equation 
where leading statesmen and 
diplomats have made little 
headway? 

“What I need is a boost, 
which wifi set the stage for a 
concerted public awareness 
campaign in the United 
States," says Brown, who com- 
es from Sioux Falls in South 
Dakota. “I am in this neither 
for money nor for fame,” he 
adds. “For me, it is unaccept- 
able that thousands of Amer- 
ican fives are going to be sacri- 
ficed in a war which is not 
ours." 

“Bush hasn’t sent 200,000 
American soldiers to the Saudi 
desen just to sit there and 
defend Saudi Arabia." he 
asserts. “One has to look care- 
fully ax the well-arranged sce- 
narios that followed tire Iraqi 
take-over of Kuwait. Bush, 
who has bad long experience in 
the CIA (Central Intelligence 
Agency; and has tire best milit- 
ary advisers and strategists at 
his disposal, knows exactly 
what he is doing; it will be a 
grave mistake to assume that 
Bush does not know what 
could happen in the event of a 
shooting war erupting in the 
region. He knows about each 
and every aspect and element 
of the catastrophic situation. 


and he still has not turned 
back. He «ill not allow any- 
thing to stand in his way." 

“King Hussein had been a 
friend of the United States for 
many long years," Brown 
points out. “Now. tire situation 
has changed. Why? Because 
tire King is telling the truth, 
which the administration docs 
not want to bear." 

Brown, who was discharged 
on medical grounds from the 
Marine Corps — “breathing 
problems, perhaps effects of 
Agent Orange" — is deter- 
mined to see his mission 
through. “People may dismiss 
me simply as one of those 
‘crazy Americans’ who come 
here with a message of peace 
and negotiations. What I am 
saying is that war is inevitable 
and the only way to avoid it is 
through letting the American 
people take the lead." 

Brown has sent several let- 
ters to the Iraqi president 
through tire Iraqi embassy in 
Amman and to His Majesty 
King Hussein. While there has 
not been any Iraqi response, 
the Royal Palace in Amman 
has replied to him that while 
the King appreciates what 
Brown is trying to accomplish 
he regrets that he could not see 
the former soldier because of 
his busy schedule. 

“I think my repeated re- 
quests for a visa to Iraq and 
meeting with Saddam Hussein 
as well as my pleas to King 
Hussein for help are not 
reaching the right places," 
Brown says. “And that is the 
only reason I broke my silence 
and decided to speak to the 
press." adds Brown, who ar- 
rived in Amman Sept. 29 and 
spoke to the Jordan Times last 
week after being disappointed 
by what he described as lack of 
understanding of his mission. 
“I am not a politician nor a 
diplomat. In fact, l do not 
know the basic norms of how 
to approach a head of state. 
But I do know one thing, and 
that is that I do not want to see 
American blood shed in a con- 
flict which is’ not in the in- 
terests of the American pub- 


lic," 

"I am a common man." be 
emphasises. “But I am an 
American man from the street 
who has taken an individual 
initiative with the aim of avert- 
ing another Vietnam in the 
Middle East for the Amer- 
icans. I will be more than glad 
to go back to my truck and 
resume my hauls between Cali- 
fornia and New York if that 
purpose — of a U.S, withdraw- 
al from the region — is 
served." 

Brown, who says he raised 
enough money to travel to the 
Middle East * by putting off 
payments of bills at home, is 
worried that "some tiling might 
happen" in the days to the 
Nov. 6-7 expiry of tire 90-day 
deadline of provisions in the 
War Powers Act. which stipu- 
lates that tire president has to 
secure congressional approval 
for continued deployment of 
American forces abroad after 
this period. “1 2m afraid time is 
running out." says Brown. 
“After all. unless someone lis- 
tens to me my mission is 
doomed to failure. But I am 
determined to knock on every 
door.” 

"When Jesse Jackson or 
Kurt Waldheim flies into 
Baghdad to meet Saddam Hus- 
sein they get all the publicity 
and media limelight simply be- 
cause they make headlines 
around the world." he says. 
“But what practical purpose do 
they serve in terms of averting 
a war in tire region?” 

“The only people who can 
stop war are the Americans, 
and there are several ways of 
making them do it and I am 
convinced that what I have in 
mind will serve this purpose,” 
he asserts. He declined to spe- 
cify what exactly he had in 
mind. “I’ll leave it to the 
decision-makers to be the 
judges of that," he said. 

Apparently a release of 
American nationals held in 
Iraq as deterrent against attack 
is one of the main themes that 
Brown has in mind for an 
“event with an impact." 


Gulf threat earning billions for Britain 


From Leonard Doyle 

THREE of the five permanent 
members of the United Na- 
tions Security Council — Bri- 
tain, the Soviet Union and 
China — are earning billions of 
dollars from higher oil prices 
brought on by the threat of war 
and UN santions against Iraq, 
according to an internal United 
Nations study obtained by The 
Independent. 

The UN report also high- 
lights enormous windfall pro- 
fits totalling S154bn (£78bn) a 
year which Opcc and other 
oil-producing developing na- 
tions would make from the 
military stand-off, given an oil 
price of $40 a ban-el. Norway 
would earn an extra $10.4bn 
from oil exports and Canada 
S2.7bn, the reports- says. (On 


Friday, oil was a : S33.T9 a 
band, down from the record 
high of $41.15 >e: the previous 
week). 

One of tire conclusions being 
drawn from the study is that 
Britain, the Soviet Union. Chi- 
na may have an economic in- 
terest in maintaining the pre- 
sent level of ccnf.ict with 
Baghdad, providing it does no: 
escalate into war. The econo- 
mic gains to Britain, estimated 
at $6.2 bn a year, may explain 
the hawkish views expressed 
by some gcvernrcei:: officials 
since the Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait by Iraq. 

The gains :o Moscow — 3 
staggering $24.3 bn — may 
partly explain, too. why it so 
readily supported tire sanctions 
resolutions against its o!d cus- 
tomer. China will gain an addi- 


tional $2 bn a year from higher 
prioed oil exports, according to 
the UN’s Department of Inter- 
national and Social Affairs. 


‘One of the concfnskms bring 
drawn from the study Is that 
Britain, the Soviet Union, Chi- 
na may have an economic in- 
terest in maintaining the pre- 
sent level of conflict with Bagh- 
dad, providing ft does not 1 
late into war' 


The US, which stands to lose 
$46.5 bn a year at the S40-a- 
barrel price, has meanwhile 
been shying away from talk of 
war and has taken up a number 
of diplomatic initiatives, in- 
cluding UN resolutions, de- 
signed to put pressure on Iraq 
and to refocus international 


attention on the campaign 
against President Saddam Hus- 
sein, while putting off any deci- 
sion on a military offensive. 

A stark example of this 
trend was Washington’s deri- 
sion to tone down Margaret 
Thatcher's call for a UN re- 
solution charging Iraq with war 
crimes and demanding repara- 
tions. US diplomats feared that 
such a resolution would cut off 
any room for manoeuvre or 
negotiation by sending a signal 
to the Iraqi leadership that 
they would inevitably have to 
face tribunals modelled 00 the 
Nuremberg trials of Nazi war 
criminals. 

Some diplomats suggest that 
the sudden redistribution of 
income and wealth, coming on 
top of a recession brought on 
by the crisis, has given the US 


the incentive to seek a rapidly 
negotiated settlement with 
Iraq. 

The leak of die UN’s esti- 
mates of the winners and losers 
in the conflict to date is also 
expected to lead to calls from 
US politicians for more bur- 
den-sharing by the countries 
gaining from the higher world 
oil prices. 

US diplomats a: the UN are 
already discreetly floating 
ideas for a face-saving settle- 
ment of the conflict, involving 
a total Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwati, with UN peacekeep- 
ing forces being installed on 
the disputed islands of Bubiyan 
and Warbah 2nd on the 
Kuwaiti section of the 
Ruraeilah oil field, pending in- 
ternational arbitration. — The 
Independent. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWARASONS 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, stof aging, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 
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The first ft best 
Chinese Restaurant 

In Jordan 

1st Circle, JabalAffli&n. near 
Ahfyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.nt. 

6:30-Mktoigbt 

T»I.S3tm 




authentk 
CHINESE 1 ‘ 
CUISINE 
elegant 

colorful atmosphere 
moderate prices 

shcmiuni_sel .<*0250 
1 closed «m monjjayii 


| TEL : 621 775 FAX:656270 | 

TLX : 230 23 FOB : 815 408 _ 

‘ AMMAN -JORDAN * 

l I 

h_m - - o - - - J 

/ CHEN’S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Bartequt for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: SH214 

Come anoiasie out 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.nt. 

s. 6:30 ■ Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


JUMBO photo 

30* torpor 


• Free onimrpo- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823S9! 
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Shmeisani - Gnndlays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 
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Real Estate 

RENTAL 687821 



SALES 687822 

CALLSOHA 


r~ iMBlix 

f 4Rent&Sale 1 

Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur-j 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
call 

iAbdonn Real 
Estate 

[Tel. 810605 . 810609 , 

Cb«> oinco/i 
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The First Class Hotel In 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


UAKOTEL 

ll-SJNlllB 


Amman -Tel 668193 
P 0 Bor 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAR0TL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriates and 
Businessmen 


For the best 
for your 
MONEY... 


ADVERTISE 
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s Sports 


Top English League teams win; 
Liverpool keeps 4-point lead 


LONDON (R) — Nottingham 
Forest's Brian Clough marked 25 
years as an English League soccer 
manager Saturday but his 
celebrations were spoilt by Tot- 
tenham. 

Despite his son's first goal of 
the season for Forest, Clough had 
to watch as his dub squandered 
an early lead and then lost 2-1 to 
a goal scored in injury time. 

The top of the first division was 
unchanged, with the four leading 
team* all winning. 

Champions Liverpool, whose 
100 per cent record ended in a 1-1 
draw at Norwich last week, kept 
their four-point lead after 10 
matches with an easy 2-0 home 
win over Chelsea. 

Second-placed Arsenal, who 
with Manchester United were 
charged with bringing the game 


into disrepute after a mass brawl 
on the field last weekend, were 
on their best behaviour at home 
to Sunderland. 

They kept their unbeaten re- 
cord with a low-key 1-0 win, Lee 
Dixon converting a 75th minnte 
penally. 

Crystal Palace, fourth in the 
league behind Tottenham, set a 
new dub record for an unbeaten 
stan to the season with a highly 
competitive 4-3 home win over 
local rivals Wimbledon. 

Scottish striker Brian McClair 
scored two late goals in three 
minutes as Manchester United 
fought back from 3-1 down to 
snatch a draw in the 113th Man- 
chester derby at Maine Road. 

Queen’s Park Rangers 
Czechoslovak goalkeeper Jan 
Stejskal had a nightmare home 


Meadow Star takes on 
field in Breeders’ Cup 


NEW YORK (AP) — Her purses 
may go to charity, but there is 
nothing charitable about the way 
Meadow Star runs. 

A winner of all six of her career 
starts. Meadow Star took on a 
field of 13 other 2-year-old fillies 
in the Sl-million Breeders' Cup 
Juvenile Saturday. 

“I’m not happy about meeting 
: Meadow Star again,” said trainer 
Joe Pierce, whose Champagne 
• Glow has been beaten twice by 
. Meadow Star. 

The juvenile fillies, over 1 1-16 
1 miles, was one of seven Breeders' 

‘ Cup races Saturday's programme 
at Belmont Park, where the 
females have taken the spotlight 

While a duel between Go For 
Wand and Bayakoa in the distaff 
was expected to grab the glory 
from the colts in the $3-million 
classic. Meadow Star may yet 
prove the best of them all. 

Her last time out, she beat 
Champagne Glow by 14 lengths 
in winning the Frizette at Bel- 
mont on Oct 6. 

After the Frizette, Meadow 
Star's owner, Trans World Air- 
lines Chairman Carl Icahn, 
announced that all her future 
purses would be donated to the 
Children’s Rescue Fond, a char- 
ity for homeless children founded 
by Icahn. The winner’s share of 
the juvenile fillies alone is worth 
$450,000 and it won’t stop there. 
t . Trainer Leroy Jolley says, she 
’I most likely will be nominated^or 


the Kentucky Derby next year 
with an eye towards the Triple 
Crown. 

“Over the weekend, I was 
down at Laurel, and the reaction 
to Mr. Icahn's statement... struck 
a very warm chord among racing 
people and racing fans,” Jolley 
said. “Many people I had never 
met came up to me and said, ‘best 
of luck with Meadow Star.’ It was 
a very unique experience.” 

If Jolley can get Meadow Star 
to the Derby, it won’t be unique. 
In 1980, he won the Derby with 
the filly Genuine Risk. 

The juvenile fillies will be 1 
1-16 miles, and Meadow Star, 
who will be ridden by Jose San- 
tos, was made the early 3-5 
favourite. 

The 1 1-16 mile Juvenile was a 
much more wide open race after 
the career-ending injury to East- 
ern Echo. Fly So Free, who also 
will be ridden by Santos, was the 
5-2 early choice, with Best Pal, td 
be ridden by Pat Valenzuela, die 
second choice at 3-1. 

The D. Wayne Lukas-trained 
entry of Deposit Ticket and Jure 
In Ice was the 4-1 third choice. 

Fly So Free's victory in the 
Champagne was first in a stakes 
and third in five starts this year. 
He is trained by Scotty Schulhof- 
er. 

“Right now, it looks like 
there's one horse to beat. Fly So 
Free,.” Best Pal's trainer, Ian 
JojEyvsaid. 


tOC satisfied with progress 
on 1992 summer Olympics 


BARCELONA (AP) — The In- 
ternational Olympic Committee 
(IOC) is satisfied with the prog- 
ress of preparations for the 1992 
summer Olympic Games in Bar- 
celona, the group's coordinating 
body said Friday. 

Committee chairman Gunnar 
Ericsson said members no longer 
have “butterflies in their sto- 
machs” when thinking of what 
remains to be done in Barcelona 
before opening day on July 25, 
1992. 

“We can’t predict the future, 
but we do know that the prepara- 
tion for the work still to be 
carried out has impressed us,” 
Ericsson told reporters. 

He also said the declaration of 
the European Commission's 
veterinary commission that the 
four-province region of Catalonia 
was free of African horse sickness 
was “sufficient to warrant optim- 
ism” over the final decision on 
the venue for equestrian sports at 
the summer games. 

There have bveen four out- 
breaks of the disease in Spain in 
the past three years in which 


more than 1200 horses died. 

Some members of the Interna- 
tional Equestrian Federation 
beaded by Britain's Princess 
Anne have expressed concern 
over the extent of the disease. 
The group is to meet on Nov. 
17-18 in Barcelona to decide 
whether to keep the 1992 eques- 
trian events there. 

Britain has offered to host the 
events if it is derided it would be 
too dangerous to hold them in 
Barcelona. 

Some critics have pointed out 
that completing rite construction 
on schedule is not the only 
Olympic-sized problem. 

Barcelona, a city of 2 million, 
has only 15,000 hotel rooms, and 
most of these are filled — at 
premium prices — during an 
ordinary week. 

There are 4,000 hotel rooms 
under construction and another 

3.000 planned before July 1992, 
but tour operators and tourism 
officials worry that the figure will 
fall short of the needs of the 

400.000 people expected in the 
city during the Olympics period. 
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WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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CLUBBED INTO SUBMISSION 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 
f KJ5 
8 4 

K 10 7 4 

* Q 10 9 3 

WEST EAST 

♦ 8 4 3 * 9 7 

; A Q 6 : J 10 9 5 2 

'92 863 

4 A K J 8 7 *542 

SOUTH 

* A Q 10 6 2 
; K 7 3 

' A Q J 5 


* 6 

The bidding: 
South West 

North 

East 

1 * 

2 * 

2 4 

Pass 

4 * 

Pass 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of * 
Flogging a dead horse is an exer- 
cise in futility, ff you can sec a line is 
doomed to failure, cast around for a 
reasonable alternative. 

With 16 1 points in high cards and a 
Singleton in the enemy suit. South 
felt his hand was too good for an 
invitational raise. He was delighted 
with his dummy. 

West led the king of dubs and 
found an excellent defense by shift- 


ing to a trump. With the ace of 
hearts marked offside by the over- 
call. declarer had intended scoring a 
heart ruff for his 10th trick, but this 
defense jeopardized that possibility. 
Declarer would have to surrender 
the lead twice and the defenders 
might be able to use those entries to 
remove dummy’s remaining 
trumps. 

The only alternative was to engi- 
neer an endplay. Declarer drew 
trumps in three rounds, cashed the 
acc and queen of diamonds, then 
overtook the jack of diamonds with 
the king to strip the defenders of 
that suit. Next came the ten of clubs 
and. when East followed low as de- 
clarer had expected, the comract 
was secure. 

Instead of ruffing, declarer dis- 
carded a heart and West was help- 
less. That trick could be captured 
wj(h the jack, but no matter what 
West returned, declarer would be 
presented with his contract. Cashing 
the ace of hearts would set up the 
king as the fulfilling trick. Leading 
Ifte ace of clubs would permit de- 
clarer to ruff, cross to dummy with 
a diamond and score the queen of 
clubs as the fulfilling trick. 


debut against Norwich, conced- 
ing two goals in the first half and 
a third after the break. 

Nigel dough, returning from 
an ankle injury, gave his father 
the perfect start to his big day 
when he hit a well-struck goal in 

the 17th minn te. 

Forest could have been two up 
fay halftime hot Spurs, anxious to 
hang on to their unbeaten record, 
found their saviour in midfielder 
David Howells who scored in the 
68th and 90th minutes. 

Liverpool, with England inter- 
nationals John Barnes and Peter 
Beardsley making their 150th full 
appearances for the dub, scored 
twice eariy in the match to break 
Chelsea’s spirit 

The Londoners had not tasted 

victory at Anfield for 55 years 
and, after goals from Welsh inter- 


national striker Ian Rush in the 
third mfo nte and Steve Nicol is 
the 17th, they never seemed like- 
ly to prodnee the long-awaited 
upset. 

Palace suffered an early set- 
back when Wimbledon scored in 
the ninth minute. But they equal- 
ised in the 13th through Geoff 
Thomas and went ahead in the 
48th through John Humphrey. 

Then, in a hectic 10 minute- 
spell leading up to the whistle, 
four goals were scored as both 
teams took advantage of some 
goalkeeping errors. 

Andy Gray made it 3-1 in the 
77th minnte, John Fashanu pul- 
led one back in the 81st, Mark 
Bright made it 4-2 one minute 
latter and then Wimbledon's Paul 
McGee scored three minutes 
from time. 


Becker beats Sampras; 
reaches Stockholm final 


STOCKHOLM (R) — Boris 
Becker put fast-rising American 
teenager Pete Sampras in his 
place in their first encounter 
Saturday to reach the final of the 
Stockholm Open Tennis Tourna- 
ment. 

The German, who won the 
U.S. Qpen title in 1989, defeated 
the reigning U.S. champion 64, 
64 in the semifinals of the $1.1- 
million open which has featured 
14 of the 16 top-ranked players in 
the world. 

“He’s a very good player with 
potential to be around for more 
than a year. Thank God he still 
has some way to go,” said Beck- 
er, the world number two. 

Becker, who has lost only one 
indoor match of 24 this year and 
only five in the past three years, 
broke the 19-year-old Californian’s 
serve to go 3-2 up in tire first set 
when Sampras double-faulted on 
the decisive point. 

The American angrily hit a ball 
into the net afterwards in a rare 
show of emotion. 

Sampras, ranked fifth in the 
world, failed to capitalise on two 
break points in the final game of 
the set and Becker produced two 
elegant volleys, an ace and a 


winning serve in quick succession 
to hold his serve and win the set. 

“The difference between Boris 
and myself is that he has more 
experience on the crucial points - 
He produced aces or service win- 
ners when it really counted; I 
double-faulted,” said Sampras, 
who has been suffering from *hfn 
splints. 

In the second set, Becker 
broke to 54 and then served ont 
for the match. 

Sampras was playing his first 
Association of Tennis Profession- 
als (ATP) tournament since his 
sensational triumph over compat- 
riot Andre Agassi in the final of 
the U.S. Open which made him 
the youngest champion in the 
history of the tournament. 

The American has complained 
about the public attention which 
has focused on him in the seven 
weeks since that win. 

Becker, who had his first taste 
of the limelight when he became 
the youngest Wimbledon cham- 
pion at the age of 17 in 1985, 
offered some consolation. 

“I know how he feels,” Becker 
said. “The first one and a half 
years are the most difficult. Then 
you team to live with it.” 


Karpov wins 7th game 


NEW YORK (R) — Anaioly 
Karpov won the adjourned 
seventh game of his world title 
chess . challenge when champion 
Garry Kasparov resigned Satur- 
day without resuming play. 

The victory is Karpov's first in 
tiie 24-game contest and ties the 
score at 346 to 3- Vi. Kasparov 
needs only a 12-12 tie to retain 
the crown. 

The next game, with Kasparov 
having the advantage of the first 
move, is scheduled for Monday. 

Both players have two time- 
outs remaining which they may 
use at any time to postpone play. 

After a complicated and puz- 
zling manoeuvring game, Kaspar- 
ov made a grave overright that 
was immediately recognised as a 
blunder by commentators. 


Kasparov sat slightly slumped 
in his chair, sad and red-faced for 
the last few moves of the playing 
session. * . • ; 

A source doseto Kasparov was 
baffled by the champion's col- 
lapse, explaining that he had 
seemed fit, relaxed and confident 
before the game began. 

Grandmaster observers had no 
explanation for the surprising col- 
lapse of the world champion. 

“One of the worst blunders of 
his career” said top U.S. grand- 
master Yasser Seirawan. 

“Kasparov self-destructed — 
Karpov didn’t even play well. 
Kasparov just made two horrible 
moves,” Seirawan told Reuters. 

Soviet grandmaster Valeri Sal- 
vo, one of the world’s top play- 
ers, had similar feelings. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Malta names squad for European match 

VALLETTA (R) — Malta’s German soccer coach Hoist Heese 
Saturday named an experienced. 16-man squad for next Wednes- 
day’s European championship qualifying match against Greece. 
Defender Joe Galea is expected to be given the difficult job of 
nr mtainmg Dimitris Saravsdcos who saved five of Greece's six 
goals in a friendly with Egypt earlier this month.' Heese has 
brought back several players left out of a warm-up match against 
Italian third division side Palermo, which ended in a 2-2 draw, but 
there are no new faces heading to Athens for Group 6 match. 

Grafs father to take paternity test 

FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) — A court Friday ordered die 
father of German tennis ace Steffi Graf to give a blood sample to 
determine whether be fathered the child of a photo model. Nicole 
Meissner has filed a paternity suit against Peter Graf, claiming he 
was the father of hex daughter bom in January. Peter Graf has 
denied the allegations, saying he was die target of an elaborate 
extortion scheme. Steffi Graf, the world’s top-ranked woman 
player, has said the affair has upset her so modi that she could not 
concentrate on her game. She suffered losses at die French and 
U.S. Opens and at Wimbledon, and later said she was upset by 
the constant media attention given to the affair. Peter Graf, 52, is 
also his daughter’s manager. The court ordered Graf to undergo a 
blood test within the next two months. 

Auxerre leads in French league 

PARIS (R) — Unheralded Auxerre toppled Marseille from the 
French Soccer League’s top spot when they beat Caen 1-0 Friday. 
Christ op he Cocard scored from a Pascal Vahirua cross in the 32nd 
minute to give the team from central France a one-point lead over 
Marseille, who have a game in band. France’s goalkeeper Bruno 
Martini saved the match for Auxerre when he stopped a penalty 
in the second half. But Anxerre’s lead could be short-lived as 
Marseille play Brest Sunday with a reasonable chance of claiming 
back the first place they had held since the beginning of the 
season. 

Stars to play In Pele birthday match 

ROME (R) — Cameroon World Cup veterarn Roger Mifla and 
Argentine goalkeeper Sergio Goycochea confirmed Friday they 
would play for a world play soccer team against Brazil to celebrate 
Pete's 50th birthday, organisers said. MiJla, who inspired Caxne- 
rotm to a first ever African place in the World Cup quarter-finals 
in Italy last June, and Goycochea, whose four penalty saves 
helped Argentina reach their second straight final, anil play for 
the “World Stars” to be coached jointly by Germany's World 
Cup-winning coach Franz Beckenbauer and AC Milan’s Arrigo 
Sacdri. Marco Van Basten of the Netherlands, Enzo Francescoli 
of Uruguay, Brazil’s Ale mao, Colombian goalkeeper Rene 
Higuita. Spam’s Michel, Gbeorghe Hagi of Romania, Belgian 
veteran Jan Ceulemans and England’s Chris Waddle are also 
among those who have agreed to play in the match in Milan on 
Oct. 31. Argentine World Cup captain Diego Maradona and 
German skipper Lother Matthaeus have said they will play but 
tiie organisers have not received official confirmations. 

Female jockey gets 2,000th victory 

EAST RUTHERFORD, New Jersey (AP) — Julie Krone, the 
world's most successful female jockey, tallied victory no. 2,000 
Friday night in the $25,000 escaped handicap at the Meadow- 
lands. Riding Meadow Bridge Farm’s Rainbow Quartz in a 1-mite 
event on the main track. Krone hustled the 4-year-old Gelding 
out of the gate to the lead and held off all challengers to win by 
lVi lengths. “This is an especially important milestone for me 
because this has been a boring year, with the accident and all,” 
Krone said. Krone missed the first seven months of racing this 
year while recovering from a complicated fracture of her left 
forearm sustained in a riding ^ccident qonNoy. 27,M^89. She 
returned to action on July 2 S’. T" » 

Kenya bans Danish coach for life 

NAIROBI (R) — The Kenya Football Federation (KFF) has 
banned a Danish coach for life for beating up a linesman daring a 
national league match. KFF announced Thursday that Jack 
Johnson, coach of first division Reunion, had been banned for 
bringing the game in Kenya into disrepute. The federation 
accused Johnson of beating up a linesman during a match between 
his club and Rivatex in the western town of Ekto ret la st week. 
The referee stopped the match after the incident, KFF said but 
gave no further details. Reunion chairman Agal Anindo said: 
“We shall appeal against this decision immediately we get the 
KFFs letter." He said Johnson acted in self-defence. Johnson, 
described by several Kenyan soccer officials as “hot tempered” 
and “violent" has been banned twice for similar offences. 
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GENERAL TENDENC IES: I t 
may be hard not to SOT Up a nnno »- 
ity or to cause some friction within 
the family unit today. Try not to 
react too strongly to any aournotes 
or any stimulus that is lacking m 
rharm 

ARIES: (Man* 21 to April 19) A 

day to what has been left 

undone by you and make a valiant 
effort to put things in their right 
and calm an annoyed per- 
son. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon would be wise to consult with 
an experienced associate who is 
able to show you just what to do to 
make your worldly affairs prosper. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
would be wise to consider your 
dady activities now and to arrange 
a better schedule by which you can 

be more efficient with your boo- 
tless activities. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 

July 21) Be sore yon have all 
factors in a personal relationship 
well in mind before you pursue this 
individual timber for your best 
interest. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Fol- 
low through with advice given by 
an important outsider for having 
more tranquillity at your residence 
and inform family of your stand- 
point. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A day when you can get the 
informa tion so that yon better 
understand not only what is going 


on in the world of action by y«jj£, 
own snrroundmgs. ■?£ 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octobteg 

22) Uns day riwuW.be used 
much as possible WJtonly M 
arrange your own P 
terests bat id» to wodt out .** 

gamble plan with a bi*u*e» pe% 
sou- 

SCORPIO: (October 23 toT 
ber 21) You are 

just what you cm best do to bnpg 
those important longings ml® „ 
of influence but can find wflLfeb-: ^ 

cecd by strict application. ■ 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 2Z& 
December 21) Consulting ; wpfc 

both confidential advisor* an&Bfe 
tow associates can bring to bgbtthe= 
best path for you to follow ~ 
secure suc ce s s. y.~ 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to; 

January 20) There is a considerable 6 
amount of confusion in youti 

thoughts now ro be most partfc&Iar . : 
to gain all fact* and figures on any 
project. 1 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Fcbn»-_. 

ary 19) You need to stop, took and.i 

K W»b p to the moods of family and 
outsiders before you tty to preo- : 
ure diem into doing th in gs the way 
you want. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mard>^“ 
20) You can be very articulate -: 
today, in speech or writing, in 
reducing dearly your wishes to. 
whomever you have ass o cia tio n, 
come in contact. 


THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



“How many other husbands care 
enough to make a fur coat out of 
their chest hair?” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 



Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers Monday) 
REBEL BALSAM DELUXE 


Jumbles MOURN REBEL BALSAM DELI 

Answer That exotic perfume held her 

“SMELL BOUND" 


THE Daily Crossword by VlrgMsL. ' 



ACROSS 
1 Phone call 
5 Time of 
prosperity 
9 Kerplunk 

14 saw 
Elbe" 

15 Ruin 

16 Fight Stopper 

17 Tilt 

18 Diamond 

19 Coach Pat of 
the Lakers 

20 Fuddy-duddy 

23 Manage 

24 Word with 
some or 
struck 

25 Eyelash 

29 Scale tones 

31 Get rid of 

36 Put — to 
(stop) 

36 Nitty-gritty 

37 — de Cologne 

38 Double- 


42 Half a score 

43 Steak order 

44 Fix firmly 

45 Gaelic 

47 Native of: 
suff. 

48 With wisdom 

49 Fleur-dS — 

51 Quick 

52 Nine days' 
wonder 

59 Make a 
speech 

60 Dingle 

61 Not quite shut 

63 Cook’s gadget 

64 Purjurer 

65 Unconvincing 

66 24 sheets 

67 If not 

68 Former mates 

DOWN 

1 Barbara — 
Geddes 

2 “Trinity” 
writer 

3 Gusto 

4 Pasta choice 

5 Humbug 


Manna 

HHMHM 


aiiaiMiiaHMMM 


ihmm nnn 


nnn nasi 

nnniiaaiiMnnn 




6 — a million 

7 Norse deity 

6 Lose feathers 
9 spread 

10 Gets ready 

11 Cracker]ack 

12 Served well 

13 Josephine of 
mysteries 

21 Rough 

22 Waste maker 

25 Sudra e.g. 

26 Circle or tube 

27 Ten 08 

28 Sign 

29 Br_ measure 

30 Tennis name 

32 Cast 

33 Atelier Item 

34 In need of 
cleaning 

36 Pesky insect 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnran nnnn nnnn 
Qgnnn nnnn nnfin 

nnnnnnnnnnnrmHn 

nnnnrcn nnnnn 

nnn nnan nnnnn 

nnnnn nnnn nan 
„ nnnnn nunnnn 
□nniinn nnnn 
HKSH n £3 nn nririnnR 
nnnn n^nnn 
unn nnnn lihnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


■ 

in I 

in I 


50 Grenoble’s 
river 

51 Titan 


2 !«»? or stew 52 Lady of the 
40 Shred haus 

-a* i— "a- - . 

« Orb 54 unemployed 


65 Catch 

56 Colorless 

57 Warrior of 
myth 

58 Handle 

59 Alphabet 
run 

62 Legal point 


1 ' 
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Le Jourdain 


Le docteur Nay©f Goussous 


Supplement en frangais 


Mfllf ardatre par dela les ages 


Lorsqu’il ne pose pas du 
frfomb sur les dents de ses 
patients, le Dr Nayef Gous- 
soos caresse de Tor, de r ar- 
gent, dn bronze et des pierres 
prtcieQses. Demiste ft Am- 
man, M Goussons est aussi 
numismate. En efix ans, 3 s’est 
constitul une des phis belles 
collections existant au monde 
de pieces de monnaic ayant 
cxccote dans le croissant fertile 
(Syne, Liban, Palestine, Jor- 
dame) depuis 2.000 ans. Cer- 
taines des pieces qu’3 poss&de 
ne soot connnes qu’ft deux ou 
trois exemplaires dans le 
monde et M. Goussons pos- 
sftde paxfois le plus intact de 
ces ezemplaires. H ne compte 
phis aujourd’hui le nombre de 
Candida rs an doctorat venns 
chez hri de pays loin tains poor 
observer ses pieces et dcouter 
nnstoire et les explications 
qu’3 dispense de m&noire ft 
revocation de chacune d’e- 
ntre dies. Le Dr Goussous 
jongle avec les dates, les sifc- 
des, les invasions et les 
regimes qu’a conn us cette re- 
gion depuis 2.000 am avec 
one faeditd et une souplesse 
qni dfconcertent le profane. 

11 fant dire que ce person- 
nage, car e'en est on ft coup 
sfir, vit depuis dix an$ ime 
passion quasi amoureuse pour 
ccs petite disques de mltal 
qtd, ft travers les siftdes, dlliv- 
rent un message culturel, re- 
ligieux, social, politique, 6co- 
nomique et artistique unique 
sot I’lpoque oft 3 a 6t6 frappl, 
fondu ou gravft. 

«Cette passion, raconte-t-il. 


est o6e (Ton cadeau que roon 
pftre avait offert ft mon onde 
quand j’ltais enfant: un sceau 
minuscule en pierce de jaspe, 
achetl chez un marchand 
d'antiquit&L Alois que les 
adobes le regard aien t dans 
son ensemble et le trouvaient 
joli, je me suis mis ft le regar- 
der de pins pris, sous unc 
loupe et ft le mourner d«m 
tous les sens. H rcprtsentait 
un aiglc aux aSes ouvertes 
avec one tire d’homme. Je me 
suis apergu qu'en faisant pivo- 
ter lentement le sceau sur hn 
m£me, des rides apparais- 
saient sur le visage de Thom- 
me, qui vieillissait progres- 
srvement grftce ft des traits 
invisibles de face mak qui 
apparaissaient au fur et ft me- 
sure que l’axe du regard se 
rapprochait de la tranche du 
sceau. Je m’apergus »»«n 
qu’en plagant le sceau la tfcte 
cn bas, la t£te de Htomme 
devenait on rocher et que les 
series de 1’aigle se transfor- 
maiem en un bee ouvert.* 
Puissante 6motkm que celle 
de se sentir tout ft coup en 
communication avec Hauteur 
de ect objet d’art par delft 
quelques centaines tie s&des 
d’incomprlhensaou. 

Dfts tors, le Dr Goussous 
n’a pas consacrl one minm* 
de son temps Hbre ft autre 
chose qu’ft Tacquisition de 
sceaux et de p&ces andennes 
et ft leur Itude en detail pour 
en dlcouvri r le message, 
cachl par rartiste, estompl 
par l’usure du temps ou rendu 
diffidlement comprehensible 




Assez de discours! 

Depuis quelques 
. semames, de plus en plus de 
Jordaniens se plaignent de 
l’excfcs de verbalisme dans 
notre vie nationale. Dfts le 
ddbut de ce qu’on appeUe la 
crise du Golfe, des dizain es 
de mcetings popalaircs^tmt 
organises par des ibices 
politiques; des centaines de 
communiques et de dldara- 
. tioris out It 6 publics par des 
partis, des syndicats et 
• d’autres associations sotio- 
professionnenes. Le leitmo- 
tiv en est presque toujours 
le m&me: affirmer le soutien 
. des Jordaniens ft I'lrak, dlnoncer l’occupation de la 
peninsule arabe et du Golfe par les troupes amfricaines et 
atlantistes et appeler ft la mobilisation glnlrale. D est 
certain que les centaines de milliers de Jordaniens qui ont 
partiripl aux rassemblements exprimaient leuis sentiments 
et leur determination ft ddfendre les causes arabes. H est 
vrai aussi que ratmosph&re d’ouverture dimocratiquc 
donne I’occasioii aux partis politiques pour la premiere fois 
■depuis deux d£cennies d’exercer leur influence sur les 
masses. H est normal qu’on en profile et qu’on pratique 
cette forme de tibert£, route nouvelle pour de nombre ux 
Jordaniens. 

Mais, au fil des semaines, la «mode» des meetings a pris 
■des proportions dfimesurdes. D y a eu des exefts: un parti 
politique a public des annonces dans les journaux -photos ft 
l’appui- pour dire que tread te mille personnes avalent 
partidp£ ft son meeting. Quelques jours plus tard, un autre 
parti s’est senti agressd: U a fait publier une annonoe 
-toujours avec photos- pour dire que soixante-dix mille 
personnes avaient assist^ ft son meeting. Cette surench&re 
est bien triste. 

' «A-t-on besom de centaines de meetings et tie bander- 
‘ oles pour dire que nous sommes solidaires de rirak?*, se 
demandent ironiquement des confreres. Mftme la d£non- 
tiation ties crimes isra£liens commis r£cemment n’amrent 
plus I’attention dans cette cacophonie. Un meeting a 6x6 
organist la semaine demifere ft ce propos au static 
international d’ Amman, mais le public est vena peu 
nombreux: dix mille personnes dans un lieu qui peut en 
accueillir dnquante mille! 

Les discours et les communique deviennent rtivoltants, 
d’autant plus que tout le monde s’accorde ft dire qu’en £tat 
de guerre, la Jordanie sera la premifere victime et qu’lsracl 
ne cache pas ses intentions agressives et expansiomstes ft 
son 6gartL L’cmbargo 6conomique est presque imposfi sur 
notre pays autant que sur Tlrak sans justification.^ Nous 
nous heurtons ft un grand nombre de difficoltes qu on ne 
peut pas r&oudre par des paroles. Certes, d«M me^es 
d’aust6ritd ont 6t 6 prises par le gouveraement. De meme, 
l’entrainement ft la defense dvile et la multiplication dn 
nombre de centres de Parade popolaire s’accdlftr«it, mais 
cela reste encore trts insuffisant par rapport amc dangers, 
aux besoms et 4 la panoplie de mesures possibles. Nous 
devons dSre les choses franchement et clairement D nous 
manque une politique globale et cohdren W pour ddtojdre 
le pays B nous manque un plan q m ddfimsse un role ft 
diaque dtoyen poor difendre son pays. Nous n avom pas 
pyu»y d’abris encore. Nous manquons encore d expdn^ce 
pour affronter les situations d’urgence, B nous few 
pait-^tre des rdpdtitions. Qo’attendoiB-nous? Le front 
tonomique est aussi vital qoe le front mfljtmre. A ce jour, 
nous awns dlabord un plan d’orgence pour le secteur 
agricole qui portera ses fruits dans un an. Qu allons n ow 
topom les autres secteura? Noos devons relever le ddfi 
par lection et je dirai m&ne par Tachon rapide. Les 

difficultds actueDes pounaient fitre moe^tenDe de 
notre pays d*un grand nombre des m al a d ies dont 3 souffre 
dqwisfent d’anndes. Cest le moment de montrer notre 
gSlZc, notre intelligence et notre ddiennmatm... ft 
condition qu’on abandonne ies discours. ■ 


par Tdvolation des cultures et 
des langues. Cenaines ont 
rdsistd et ont gardd leur mys- 
tfcrc: message rddigd dans un 
alphabet inconnu, symbole 
ddcoonectd de sa significa- 
tion, dessin partiellement 
gommd par le temps dont on 
ne parvient pas ft reoonstituer 
1’ensemble. Mais la phzpart 
ont c£d£ ft on examen mimi- 
tieux: sous la loupe, aprfts 
agyandissement photogr^ihi- 
que, des noms qui nous sow 
familiers apparaissent presque 
distinctement: «P6tra»; 
«Jerash»; ^Philadelphia* 
(1'ancien nom d’ Amman); 
<N£apohs» (Naploosc)... Les 
18 vibes qui furent autrefois 
des provinces arabes. 

Le Dr Goussous nous mo li- 
tre comment des pieces chrfr- 
tiennes rcprdsentani un cal- 
vairc (un croix en haut de 
quelques marches) ont £t£ 
tslamis£cs aprfts Mahomet par 
rajout de sortes de parenth- 
eses aux branches de la croix 
qui transforme nt le calvaire 
en une sorte de d£, re- 
pr£sentant 1’ouverture des 
portes de la foi. 

Un sceau ovale d'un cen- 
timetre et tic mi de haut sur un 
cent ime tre de large, dernt on 
vent ft Vcril nu qu'il reprtsente 
un jeune soldai, se r£v£Ie, 
apris aggrandissement pboto- 
g^aphique dissimuier quatre 
autres figures: deux homznes ft 
barbe caches dans son casque 
et deux visages imberbes dans 
son 6paule et sa poitrine. 
(Voir photo). 

fl est smp6fiant de voir au- 
ssi comme la rectitude des 
traits sur des gravures aussi 
minuscules rdsiste ft un gros- 
sissement par cinq ou par dix, 
sans que le moindre d£faut 
n’apparaisse. 

«Chaque piece est une his- 
toire» aime ft dire Nayef 
Goussous. Et, en effet, cha- 
que fois qu’3 en prend une et 
nous en expiique les details, 
on a le sentiment de plonger 
avec hii dans un autre univers 
en remontant le temps. Le 
plaisir qu’on eprouve ft tenir 
one fpaisse piece' dc bronze; 
dont le poids au creux de la 
main donne une impression 
de richesse et de puissance, se 
doable de celui de savoir qu’3 
y a bien kragtemps d’autres 
homines ont eu le mftme 


plaisir avec le mftme objet. 

La collection du dentistc 
numismate comporte environ 
4.000 p&ces, soigne usement 
rang£es par £poques dans des 
tiroirs appropries. Pour se les 
procurer, 3 fait rtgulftrement 
le tour de la dizaine de mar- 
chands cxistant ft Amman, qui 
s’approvisionnem eux m&mes 
chez les diff£rents marebands 
du territoire jordauien et du 
croissant fertile, auxquels les 
B6douins vendent les 
trouvailles qu'ils font en 
creusant aux endroits suppo- 
ses avoir abrit£ des habita- 
tions antiques. «Une collec- 
tion en appeDc une autre, 
expiique le Dr Goussous en 
ouvrant un txroir rempli de 
perks et de morceaux de s3ex 
taiU£s. Lorsqu’un de mes 
foumuseurs bfdoins n’a que 
des perks ft m'offirir k jour oft 
je passe le voir, 3 me faut bien 
les lui acbeter, sans quoi 3 
re fuse ra, la fois suivante, de 
me veudre une jnftoe qui m'is- 
tdresse. 

Le Dr Goussous ne peut 
m&tne pas vendre ks pieces de 
znonnaie qu’3 a en douUe, 
sous peine de perdre ses mar- 
diands. «Lorsque je vois une 
piftce que j’ai d£jft mais en 
bien meilkur £tat je ne peux 
pas ne pas i’acheter, expiique- 



t-il. Mais je ce peux pas me 
d£barrasser de I'aucre eu la 
vendant, car aussitdt les mar- 
chands m’accuseraiect de pro- 
filer d’eux et dc faire du bene- 
fice sur leur dos en jouaw les 
revendeurs. 

Son atout face aux mar- 
c hands, par rapport aux ban- 
ques jordaniennes qui conshi- 
ruent I curs prop res collec- 
tions, e'est qu'3 est indepen- 
dam et n’a pas de muiziples 
autorisations adminisxraiives 
a demander pour agin ce qu’U 
voit et qu'3 n’a pas, il 1'achete 
imm£diatemeui. au meuleur 
prix, attendre qu’un au- 



GtomI daq fota ce seen fd iurtsra l r n Jeone soldai se rhifc enmentr 
q u aere autre* flearo: deux bo mwt barbus dam le casque et deux visages 
bwbcrbu daw Tfpaade et la pekrtaK du aoldai. 


ore acheteur se prtsente. Con- 
□u maimenant pour son hon- 
n£tet£ et sa competence, U est 
appek le premier par la plu- 
pan des marebands lorsqu’fls 
trouvent une pifece rare afin 
qu'il leur disc sa valeur et 
1'achftie si elle manque ft sa 
coUection. 

Tout trait pour le mieux 
dans le meilleur des monrks 
si, depuis quelques temps, les 
piftces ne ' se faisaiew pas 
curieusement plus rates. □ 
semblerait que I’assouplisse- 
ment du regime des frontiftres 
entre la Jordanie et la Cisjor- 
danie il y a cinq ans ait donn£ 
oaissance ft un trafic consis- 
tent pour les B£douins a ven- 
dre a prix £kv£ leurs pieces 
aux Am eri cains par 1’interme- 
diaire des Israeliens. Ainsi, 
Nayef Goussous se voit con- 
train: parfois, pour computer 
sa collection, d’acheter au 
prix fort des pieces venues 
d'ici, aux Etats-Unis ou ft 
Londres. 

Regrettant ces specula- 
tions, il rente de mettre de 
l’ordre dans ses piftces, ses 
perles, ses photographies et 
les 220 livres qui l’aident ft 
comprendre le sens des gra- 
vures... mais rien ft faire: la 
maison est devenue Crop pe- 
tite. 

Depuis dix ans qu'il conver- 
ts t son argent en monnaies 
n’ayant plus coura depuis des 
sifedes, le Dr Goussous est un 
milliardairc. Un milliardaire 
de connaissances, d’annec- 
dotes et de passion: la seule 
vraie richesse; celle que Ton 
partage. 

Jean-Marc Bordes 


Sans blague! 

Le nouvel ordre 


arabe (suite) 


Le president Bush et Sharif 
de Jordanie ckddftreut de se 
rencontrer poor erder un 
nouvel ordre arabe, compati- 
ble avec le nouvel ordre mon- 
dial visant ft rdaliser la justice 
et 1'dgalitd de par le monde. 
Lors de lew prexniftre rencon- 
tre, 3s s’dtaient entendus sur 
la reunification des Etats 
arabes en trois federations: 
I’ Union de I’Afrique du Nord, 
ceUe de la Mer Rouge et ceUe 
du Croissant Fertile, ainsi que 
sur ks formes des regimes 
politiques et dconomiques 
dans ces federations. 

La rencontre d'aujourd’hui 
6tait destufee ft s’emendre sur 
la secorite de I’Etat h£bren, 
sur k problfcme des niveaux 
de production et de prix du 
petrole, ainsi que sur certains 
autres probkmes qui con- 
tinuaient ft prdoccuper Bush. 

Conceruant le soi-disant 
problftme de la securite d’ls- 
racl, Sharif fit valoir, qu'une 
fois les frontiftres de oet Etat 
bien ckfinies, il ne pouvait 
phis y avoir aucun problftme 
du cdtd des Arabes: pour ks 
Palestiniens en partioilier, 3 
n’y avait vdritablement de 
problftme que tarn, que ccux-d 
n’avaient pas de patrie et tarn 
qu’ils £taient emp6ch£s d’aller 
en Palestine. Mais devenant 
dtoyens ft part enttere d’une 
grande f6ckration, pourquoi 
chkanneraient-ils poor quel- 
ques centaines de kilom e tres 
. carrfe, alors qu’ils auraient le 
droit (Taller visiter leur terre 
natale (en towistes au moins) 
quaud bon leur semblerait?’ 
«Les AUemands, ajouta-t-3, 
n f ont-3s pas accepfe r£cem- 

ment d’“oublier” plusieurs 
dizaines de milliers de 
kilometres carrfs qui faisaient 
jadis partie des territotres du 
Reich?* 

«N6anmoms, oondut Shar- 
if, rintfgrife et la $£cuiit£ de 
tous les heux saints de 1 Islam 
et de la chr£tient£ devroat 


£tre absolument garanties, 
ainsi que la Hberfe totale de 
eulte pour toutes les reli- 
gions.* 

Bush acquiessa. «Le vrai 
danger ne provient certainc- 
ment plus des Arabes. 
pensait-il. Ndanmoins, les 
Siooistes seront bien obliges 
d’oublier leur projet du 
“Grand Israel” lorsqu’ils 
seront entow£s de pui^ants 
voisins! D'aiDeurs, 3 me para- 
It certain qu’Israei eUe-m&tne 
finira par demander ft s’infeg- 
rer ft l’un ou ft 1’autre de ses 
Etats voisins, 1’Union du 
Croissant Fertile vraisemb- 
lablement, car ravenir n’est 
plus aux petits Etats.* 

B feut rappeler que Sharif 
avait pr£scnt£ lors de la pre- 
miere reunion un projet 
(accompagn£ d’un program- 
me infonnatique) qui visait ft 
determiner le niveau de pro- 
duction obligaioire dans che- 
que champ p£troliftre connu. 
ainsi que le prix du ban! des 
differentes quality de brut. 

D’apr&s la pre^ositiou de 
Sharif, le p£trole, patrimotne 
humain irremplaqable, devait 
subsister €temeUement. Le 
niveau de production annuel 
devrait £tre fix£ au cinquan- 
tkme (au plus) de Tensembk 
des rfserves oonnues. 

Ainsi, si de nouvelles 
reserves n’£taient pas 
ckcouvertes durant I’amke, k 
niveau de la production de 
1'annde suivante devrait dimi- 
nuer d’un peu moins de 2%. 

Quant aux prix du pdtrok. 
3s ne devraiem pas suivre 
(scion k projet jordanien) les 
kns dassiques de Toffee et de 
la dem ancle. Us seraient ddter- 
minds par le programme en 
fonction des prix de trois cents 
produits alimentaires, mindr- 
aux et industriels, ainsi d’ail- 
fcuts qu’en fraction de la 
qualitd propre du brut. 

En plus, d’aprts k prog- 
ramme, chaque pays aurait 


droit ft une quote-pan de la 
production mondiale gktbale, 
ddtenninde en fonction du 
nombre de ses habitants, de 
ses particularity dimatiques 
et du degr£ de son devdoppe- 
ment. Ekux cents indices re- 
la tifs ft chacun des pays du 
globe devaient etre fournis a 
Tordinatew (et remis regu- 
Ikrement ft jow) pour lui 
pennettre de d£tenniner ces 
diff£rewes quote-pans. 

Ayant fait £tudier le projet 
jordanien par ses experts et 
ceux de ses alli&s et amis,* 
Bush ne trouva rien ft y redire; 
3 I’aoccpta et 3 devint par la 
suite panie intdgrante Je la 
Charte des NatiOQS-Unies. 

«Le regime politico- 
dconomique que vous avez 
pr£conis£ lors de notre der- 
ni£re reunion ne pourra pas 
fonctionner d’une fa^on satis- 
faisante tant que Le favor- 
itisme et la corruption con- 
tinueront ft r£gner. Que 
proposez-vous pour les com- 
battre?», deman da Bush. 

•Tous les posies gouver- 
nementaux et priv£s seront 
pourvus par voie de concours. 
Des tribunaux, ft T£chdle 
departmental c et federate, 
seront cr££s pour statuer, gra- 
tuitement et dans ies phis 
brefs deiais, sw les piaicies 
concernant le fevoritisme ou 
toute autre forme de segrega- 
tion. Les personnes reoonnues 
coupables de Tun ou 1'autre 
de ces mefeiis seront trfts s£v- 
ftrement punies*. repondit 
Sharif. B ajouta: *Qoant au 
probfcme de La corruption, 3 
disparaitra certainement lors- 
que la fonction publique de- 
viendra un privilege et non 
plus un refuge de rates, et 
lorsque ks employes seront 
pay£s suffisamment pour 
qu'ils puissent avoir avee leurs 
families un niveau de vie 
acceptable. De toute faqon, la 
corruption sera assirmfee ft la 
haute trahison, et des pcines 


extreme mem severes la punir- 
ont.» 

Un dernier probleme tra- 
cassait encore Bush. U craig- 
nait que le fondamentalisme 
religieux ne s’instaurat dans 
les nouveaux pays ft trfts forte 
majorite musulmane. 

Sharif, quoique musuiman 
convaincu, avait petsonnelle- 
ment en horreur le fon- 
damentalisme religieux, qu’3 
savait avoir toujours en- 
courage activement par Israel 
et par les agents de l'imp£r- 
ialisme fevoTu. 

Comme 1'avait d’ailleurs 
affirm£ le Proph^te, etre 
croyant, pour Sharif, consis- 
tait surtout ft se comporter 
dans la vie cowante suivant 
les prinripes moraux de la 
religion; en particulier, il 
m£prisait au plus haut point 
tous les Tartuffe et les Phari- 
siens qui manifestaient en 
public une pfefe sans borne, 
3lors qu’en secret ils ne se 
genaient nullement pour men- 
tir, voler, envier, etre intokr- 
ants ou commettre I’adultftre: 
ceux-ci eiaient les instigateurs 
les plus virulents du fon- 
damentalisme’ 

«L’lslam, malgr£ l'opinion 
que le sionisme a su rfipandre 
en Occident, est avant tout 
«la* religion de la tokrance. 
Si le fondamentalisme a pu y 
trouver sa voie ft travers Pig- 
norancc, la mis£re le d£ses-. 
poir et la frustration, e’est 
bien en supprimant ces 
m£faits, ainsi que par une 
meillewe education scolaire 
et m£diatique, que ce flftau 
sera completement d£raci- 
nc!**, frnix-3 par dire. 

Les deux homines ddcidi- 
rent dc sc rdunir une semaine 
plus tard pour discuter du 
probl&me qui tenait tant au 
cceur de Shwif, celui de 1’en- 
diguement de {’explosion 
ddmographique. 
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Ean. La crise du Golfe a aggravd k probkme de l’eau potabk cn 
Jordanie, qtd a dft consommer des millions de mitres cubes poor 
subvenir aux besoins de plus dc 800,000 refagjds qui ont crffiaelle- 
ment orassild sur son territoire depuis le ckbut de cette crise. Cene 
quanthe d’eau a £t£ puisde dans les reserves de la Jordanie qui 
mainteiunt atieignent leur ligne rouge. Scion le mmistre de 1'eau et 
de rirrigation, Daoud Khalaf , la Jordanie aura besoin en Tan 2005 de 
340 millions de mitres cubes d’eau de phis pour faire face ft 
raugmen ration de la coosommation, actuellemenl nstittWk ft 730 
minio ns de mfttres cubes. La construcciofl d’une d iz a i n e de barrages 
poor La collcctc des eaux de pluie est envisag6e dans lc cadre d*une 
strafegjc sur qumze ass afin de r6pondre aux besoins fetors dn 
royasme. 

Tcxift oi r e s. Les PaJcstirucns des territoires occupds ont sorti les 
couteanx cette semaine, want trois Israeli ens et en Uessant neuf 
autres, cntant ainsi un lourd sentiment d'ins&nirife au scin de la 
population isra£lienne. Les dirigeams palestiniens des territoires 
occupds ont unanimement affirm ^ que ces anaques au couleau et 
mime a La hicbe dtaiem des actes isolds de Palestiniens acculds au 
desespoiT par T impasse politique et la rdpressioti accrue. De Lear 
cdtft, les aatorilds isra£liennes ont prononc£ pour quelques jours 
r interdiction de sdjour en Israel pour les millions de Palestiniens 
confines en Cisjordanie et dans la bande de Gaza. EUes onz 
Cgalement autoris£ les mDitaires et les dvils EtraClien qni se 
sentiraient menaces ft faire fen sur les Palestmicns qui leur jfrtenuent 
des pierres. Dans le mtroc temps, Israel a refuse une nouvelle fois de 
recevoir une mission d ’enquire de I’ONU sur la fusillade de 
1’esplanade des reosqudes, au kndemain d’une nouvelle resolution de 
FONU «d£ploram» son rejet de tout contact avec une mission du 
Secretaire Gdndral des Nations Unies, appuyde par une letxre de 
George Bush ivitant Isra£l ft accueillir cette mission. La commission 
d’enqudte isratflienne, clle, a remis son rapport sur ces 6v£nemests 
au Premier mmistre Yitzhak Shamir. Elle y critique la police pour 
n’ avoir pas pris de mesures preventives en concentrant ses forces sur 
I’esplanade des mosqudes et n’avoir pas dddenchi I’dtat d’alerte 
lorsque la situation s’est ddgradde. Elle en condui que b vie des 
poliders sur le terrain ftait en danger, ce qui les a conduit ft tirer sur 
b foule. 

Liban. Le mmistre libanais Moshen Dalloul a affirmd jeodi que les 
organisations armdes pakstiniennes ne sont actueUcment pas concer- 
ns es par k retrait des milices de Beyrouth et de ses banlieues, d£dd£ 
b voile par le conseO des ministres. «La question pakstiznenne sera 
reglde ultdrieurement et des contacts approprids seront pris* a-t-il 
ajoufe en soulignant qu’il sera interdit ft un Pakstuticn de sortir ano6 
des camps ou dans le grand Beyrouth. Il rdpondait ainsi aux propos 
ten us par Tambassadeur des Etats-Unis ft Damas, affirmant que ks 
groupes armds palestiniens opdrant au Liban devaient itrc ddmante- 
ks dans k cadre de la dissolution dans ks six mois des 
libanaises. Le reprdsentant personnel de Yasser Arafat au Liban, 
Zeid Wehbd, avait estim£ jeudi que b presence armdc paksrinienne 
au Liban a une sepdeifidtd et ne peut £tre assxmike ft ceUe d'tme 
milice. 350.000 Palestiniens vivent au Liban et ks organisations 
pakstiniennes disposent d’une dizaine de milliers de combanants, 
notamment au Liban sod. 

Cha’moan. Huit jours apr£s b chute du g£n£ral libanais Michel 
Aoun, son plus puissant soutien politique, Dany Cha’moun, 56 ans, a 
III assassinl avec des membres de sa familie dimanchc par tm 
commando ft son domidk pris de Beyrouth. Chrltien maiomte, fib 
de 1’ancien prlsident Camille Cha’moun -haute figure de b politique 
libanaise-. Dany Cha’moun prlsidait le Parti National Liberal (PIN) 
depuis 1985 et le Nouveau From Libanais (NFL), un mouvement de 
soutien au glnlral Aoun oil en mars 1990. Plusieun milliers de 
Libanais ont partidpl aux funlrailles de Dany Cha’moun et de sa 
familie mercredi au village de Deir al-Kamar dans la montagne du 
Chouf, sous la conduite du chef druze Walid JoumbbiL 

IJkratkm. Le Comet! national (parlement) irakien a annoncl 
mardi soir avoir donnl son accord pour b liberation de tous ks 
ressortissants frangais retenus en Irak et au Koweit, ft b demande du 
prlsident irakien Saddam Hussein. Scion la resolution adoptle par k 
ConseO national, la dldsion de li hirer les 330 Frangais a 6t£ prise «en 
bommage au peuple de France hostile aux demarches du prlsident 
amlricain George Bush et en bommage ft T initiative du prlsidem 
Franco is Mitterrand pour un r&glement des probllmcs de b region 
par des moyens parifiques». Les autoritls firangaises ont accueilli 
cette dldsion comme une bonne nouvelle tout en prldsant qu’eQe 
avait Itl prise unOatlralement par I’lrak et qu’clle ne remettait pas 
en cause b solidaritl de b France avec ses alii Is dans le Golfe ni son 
intransigeance sur le prindpe d’un retrait total du Koweit. Les 
Frangais sont attendus normalemem aujourd’hni ft Paris. 

Normalisation. Les minisves des Affaires Itrangftres de b CEE ont 
dlddl lundi a Luxembourg de lever leurs sanctions contre b Chine et 
TIran, mais de les main tenir ft rencontre de b Svrie. Cette dldsion 
autorise des rencontres de haul niveau avec b Chine et 1’Iraa. Elk 
auto rise Igalemeot b reprise de b cooperation Iconomique, sdenti- 
que et tedmiqoe avec b Chine mais maintient 1’embargo sur k 
commerce des annes et k gel de b cooperation militaire avec ce 
pays. En revanche, la CEE va main tenir ses sanctions contre b Syne: 
embargo sur les ventes d’armes, surveillance du personnel diplomati- 
que et des activitls de la compagnic alricnne syrienne. La Syric avait 
6t£ accusle par b Grande-Bretagne d'fttre ft 1’origine d’une tentative 
d'attentat contre un avion israllien au dlpart de Londres. La CEE 
avait ensuite pris des sanctions contre b Chine pour protester contre 
b repression sanglante du mouvement en faveur de b democratic ft 
Pekin de juin 1989. Les Douze avaient Igalcment sanctioonl ITran 
aprls b condamnation ft mon prononde contre l’lcrivain britanni- 
qne Salman Rushdie en fevrier 1989. 

Dlfiute. Le camp anti-Bhutto a remportl une victoire dcrasame aux 
elections legislatives qui ont eu lieu cette semaine au Pakistan. Sur ks 
217 sifeges que compte la ebambre, 1'Ul de Nawaf Sharif en r cm porte 
105, contre 45 au PDA, parti du Premier ministre Benazir Bhutto, 
dlchue offidellement pour corruption il y a quelques mois. La 
delegation d'obscrvateurs Itrangers chargee de surveiller le scrutin a 
estiml qu'fl s*£tait dlrouie sans fraude. 

Retogracnaent. Le president sud-africaio Fr6ckrik de Klerk s'est 
declare prftt mardi ft participer ft un evemuel gouveroement dmg6 
par le leader noir Nelson Mandela comme ft tout gouveraement dont 
k president serait 61 u scion b future constitution. Cette nouvelle 
constitution, qui abolira «aontcs les in 6 gal i 1 6s racial cs en texme de 
droiu entrera en vigueur -avant b fin de mon mandat ft b mi-1994-, 
a ajoutl M. de Klerk. 

Kadarf. La France a accorde jeudi 1’asiJe politique ft recrivain 
albanais Ismail kadar£, qui cn avait fait b demande en expliquant sou 
-am Ire disillusion- de voir se dissiper tout »gne d'une prochaine 
d£mocratisation en Albanie, Il a ndanmoins fait part de son ferme 
espoir de retouraer un jour dans son pays, une fois r£alisle cette 
d£mocratisation. 

Althusser. Le philosophe frangais Louis Althusser, dlddl lundi ft 
rftge de 72 ans, avait Itl un maitre ft penser renouvebnt I’kHoiogie 
manriste. Sa vie avait baseull en novemhre 1980 lorsqu’il avait 
Itrangld sa femme dans les locaux mimes de TEcole Normale 
suplrieure ft Paris, au cours d'un acds de psychose mamaco- 
dlpressive. Hospitalisl, 3 b£nlfidait d’un non-lieu (cm d£ sur la 
d£mence an moment des fails en janvier 1981. Il 6 tail autorisl ft 
quitter en 1984 l’h6piial psychiatrique. U avait adblrl en 1948 an 
parti commomste frangais et avait propos£ une nouvelk lecture de 
i’oeuvre de Karl Marx, notamment dans son premier livre -Pour 
Marx- (1965). 

Lyde*. Plusieurs milliers de lydens ont mamfestl cette semaine un 
pea partout en France, contre rinslcuritl dans leurs Itablisseme&ts 
scolaires ct le manque de professeurs et de survefflants. A Paris, 
entre 5.000 et 20.000 jeunes, scion les sources, se sont rassemblls 
devant TAssemblle Nationale, tazufis que des manifestations i&por- 
tante* Itaicnt signakes ft Nice, Strasbourg, Lille, Saint-Brieoc et 
dans jduskun autres villes dc province. Classes sordutrgles, v£tost£ 
(ks locaux, inslairitl, manque dc professeurs et de sorveOlants, les 
revendicatious sont partout les mimes dans ce moovement dA-ktUa 
par plusieurs incidents graves (agressions, vandalism*) survenus dam 
plusieurs lydes frangais depuis la rentrle derakre. 


Safer! Farah 
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Portrait ci’un homme d'affaires frangais 

Antsine Riboud: un PDG inclassable 

Dans on Imre recent, Jean-Lous Servan-Schreiber, 
patron da groupe de presse ^Expansion*, et sa femme 
Perta, dement «Le niftier de Patron* (pam cbez 
Fayard) et tracent & cette occasion le poriait d’nne 
dizaine de grands patrons frangais. Farmi ceox-d 
Antoine Riboud, PDG de BSN, le nnmtro 1 frangais de 
Pagro-afimentaire, est certamement le plus ftonnant, le 
phis inclassable. 


Pour Antoine Riboud, c’est sim- 
ple, 3 y a deux categories de gens: 
•Ceux qui prennent des douches 
et ceux qni prennent des bains*. 
Loi, il est «baui». Cest lft que, le 
matin, il trouve ses meifleures 
iddes. Et c'est done dans son bain 
qu*fl a en la meiUeure idde de sa 
vie: passer du contenant... an 
contena. 

Antoine Riboud avait com- 
mence par dinger une entreprise 
de fabrication de verre 
(Bousssois-Souchon-Neuvesel: 
BSN). En 1968, le jeune PDG 

montre ddjft qu’fl voit grand en 
langant une OPA centre le 
«numdro 1 du verre*. Saint- 
Gobain. Cest Fdchec. Mais rite 
retournd par Riboud qui declare 
que cet ficbec... fut la chance de 
sa vie! 

D raconte en effet, non sans 
jubilation: «Qu‘est ce que je 
vois? Que Carrefour, les grandes 




Ave Egerm, 


surfaces, sout en train d’attirer les 
mdnagfcres ft la pdriphdrie des 
villes. S’ils veulent vendre du 
Uqnide, ils vont devoir renoncer 
au system* de la bouteDle consig- 
nee (c’est ft dire an verre BSN...). 
Qu’est-ce-qu’ik vont faire? De 
Pemballage perdu, des embal- 
lages tons azimuts: plastique, car- 
ton, (die, etlkje n’y oozmais rien! 
Je ne vais toot de m&me pas me 
lancer Ie papier, la siddrur- 
gie et la driniie!* 

Cest alors qu’fl a sa grande 
idde: passer de I’mdustrie lourde 
du verre aux produits 
aJimentaires de grande con- 
sommation. Du contenant au 
con tenu, done. Ca, il peut le 
faire. Car, comme foumisseur, 
BSN est en relation avec tons les 
brasscurs, confituriers, produc- 
teurs d’eau nrindrale de France. 
Antoine Riboud va done dans ce 
sens et raefadte ft tour de bras. 




Humanite 


Quatre homines armds sont entrds ft I’aube dans la 
maison de Dani Sham’oun et Font tud. C'est un crime, un 
geste tnaldfique, mais vue la sanvagerie de la guerre et 
surtout de la guerre civile, c'est un geste qui aurait pu fitre, 
malbe ureusement, qualifid de «normal». Mais ces quatre 
aMBe>«gns ont tue sa femme et ses enfants aussi: deux 
gargons de moins de dix ans. Quelle haine, quelle rancune, 
quelle frustration, qnel fanatisme ou pire encore, quelle 
indifference out pu anner la main et le cceur des quatre 
bommes pour leur perroettre de peip&xer ce geste? Je 
pense k mon pdre que j’ai souvent vu soucieux, discuter 
avec ses coHaborateurs et dtudier j usque tard dans la noit 
parce qu’un malade pfesentait des symptdmes ambigus ou 
ne rgpondait pas comme 3 folia it aox traitemements. Et 
souvent le malade dtait un pauvre bougre presque ill6tr6, 
un de ceux qui sont diair ft canon pour les feuteurs de 
guerre, un numdro qui «ne comptait pas*. Est-ce que mon 
pire dtait un «iinb6c3e» de s’en faire autant pour une vie 
humaine? Je re vois ses beaux yeux inteQigents, je pense k 
son ddvouement, k ses capacity, k sa culture. Je pense k 
one lettre que j’ai trouvd dans sortportefeuille quand fl est 
mort n n’en avait jamais parI6 ftpersonne. VieiUe page 
jaunie, remphe de F&riture de sa mfcre. La lettre datait du 
jour oh mon p6re s’6tait inscrit k la faculty de ntedecme et 
grand ’mdre iui demandait de bien rdfidchir k ce qu’fl faisait. 
Son cboix impliquait qu’il accepte son fntur metier comme 
une mission et il ne devait jamais profiter du ddsespoir 
impuissant du malade et de sa famine pour s’enrichir. EUe 
aussi une «imbdcile»? Et pourtant, je me la rappelle forte, 
capable, intelligent© et gdndreuse. Qu’est-ce qui fait la 
difference entre mon pdre, sa mdre et les quatre assassins 
de Sham’oun? 

J’ai lu «By way of deception*. L’histoire du chauffeur de 
Yasser Arafat m'a boulevers£e. Cet homme qui a regards 
son patron dans le blanc des yeux chaque jour, du matin au 
soir, avait 6fe dtudiant de philosophic; sa conversation 
pouvait done avoir quelque intdrdt; 3 n’6tait pas seulement 
le chauffeur et Fhomme de confiance, mais l'ami, le 
confident du leader palestimen. Et tous les jours de sa vie, 
pendant des ann6es, fl l'a trahi. Pour de Fargent. Mon 
Dieu, nous sonunes tous faibles, et rares sont ceux qui ne 
edderaient pas k la torture et aux chantages immondes. 
Pierre a trahi par l&chetd une fois, et il a voulu payer. Judas 
a trahi par avidife, une fois, et n’a pas 6td capable de vivre 
avec sa faute. «Imb6c3es» eux aussi pour avoir comm le 
remords et le poids du pdchd? «Imbdcfles» si on les 
compare k cet homme qui a trahi systdmatiquement, avec 
froideur, pendant si longtemps? 

D y a quelques annees, j’ai connu un des bommes les plus 
riches du monde et sa femme. Sa fortune, on le sait 
mainteaant, a dtd accumufee par tous les moyens: la 
trahison de son peuple et les traffcs qui provoquent la mort 
de taut d ’bommes. Je suis prove rbialement distraite et ne 
lis pas les joumaux ni les revues: le nom du type ne me 
disait absolument rien. Devant mon regard vide, les 
personnes qui voulaient me le presenter ont pensd que je 
jouais les super-snobs. Ce n’dtait que bdate ignorance. J’ai 
sern 6 la main du couple. EUe qui en prindpe est belle m’a 
sembld seulement terriblement triste. EUe portait une 
coiffure de soixante centimetres de hautet une robe qni, je 
suppose, sortait d’un trds grand atelier de couture, mais qui 
donnait Fimpression d’un true arrangd tant bien que mal 
par la midinette du coin tellement la solitude et la tristesse 
de qui la portait sentaient fort. Cdtait une aura dpaisse qui 
Feutourait. Quelque chose en eUe vivait encore, mais k 
peine, ralant, bien en degft. de la possibility d’appeler au 
secours. Regarder son man dans les yeux a dtd comme se 
heurter la tdte contre une paroi de granit en arrivant k 300 
km/h en moto-cyclette. Nous n’avons vraiment pas pu nous 
sourire: lui parce qu’fl ne voyait aucune raison de le faire k 
quelqu’un qui ne lui dtait d’ancune utifitd pratique, et moi 
parce que j’avais rencontrd un trou noir. Et les trous noirs 
font tr&s peur. Je Fai tout de suite imaging faisant du 
macramS avec les boyaux de sa grancTin&re pour pen que 
cela ait pu augmenter son pouvoir d’acbat. 

il y a quelque chose de terriblement grossier, informe et 
primitif d a ns tous ces gens-lft. Us sont fogoimds k coups de 
hSche. Nous en sommes encore k la mytfaologie, dans 
laquetle G6a, d£esse mfrre, engendre par le Chaos les 
Titans et les Cyclopes, violents et anthzopopbages. 

$i n’dtaient les personnes heureusement nombreuses 
dont Fesprit et I’^me sont tailfes avec le soin et la 
dyiicatesse d’une pierce pr^deuse, j’aurais honte d’appar- 
tenir au genre humain. II me faut m’accrocher de toutes 
mes forces k mon acte de foi et vouloir croire que, malgfe 
les assassins de Sham’onn et tant d’autres, lUarmome 
Supreme aura raison du ddsordre, de la laideur et de 
Finfamie. 

Vale, Egerm.’ 



Kronen bourg, Evian, Gervals- 
Danone, les Oiampagnes Lanson 
et Pommery, etc. Il se d6fait pen 
4 pen des activity «verre» et 

passe «du verre a la bonfie* 
comme il (fit. En vingf ans, la' 
reconversion est totale. Aujour- 
(Tbni, BSN, avec 49 milliards de 
chiffre d’affaires, est le mnrtero 1 
frangais de Fagro-afimentaire et 
fe troisteme europ^ea dans oe 
secteur. 

A par t ses id6es «g6niales», 
qoe, tel Archintede, il trouve 
dans son bain, comment fonction- 
ne Antoine Riboud? «cComme on 
buvard. Un buvard c’est quelque 
chose qui absorbe tout ce qui 
passe. Moi, j’ai an cerveau 
buvard. Je passe ma vie k dcouter 
et je retiens tout ce qoe j’en- 
tends.» Une des d£s du person- 
nage c’est en effet la curiosife: «I1 
veut tout savoir sur tout ce qui 
bouge*. 

Poor cela, fl y a la valise de 
documents qu’il emporte chaque 
week-end. D y a surtout le 
telephone: «Je vis par le 
telephone. Tout le mot ide sail 
que Foo peut m’mrpeler cbez moi 
k partir de huh heures moins le 
quart, 365 jours par an*. De fait, 
coHabo ra te ur s ou amis, tout le 
monde sera dcoufe avec la m&me 
attention. «D ne fait jamais semb- 
lant d’avoir compris* note on 
proche. Enfin, il y a les trois 
arions Mystere-10 de BSN qu’il 
utilise 300 heures par an. Lisant, 

6 coo tant, voyageant 6norm6- 
meut, Antoine Riboud font par 
«tout savoir sur tout*. 

Une autre eaxaeferistique de ce 
PDG globe-trotter, inseparable 
de sa curiosite- insatiable, c’est 
bien sflr la mobility. II ignore ia 
routine, «rfisvente tout k chaque^ 
instant*. Rien n’est fi gt avec lui, 
m tes struc ture s, ni les bommes. 
De cette mobility, de cette han- 
tisc de la bureancratie, Fentrep- 
rise BSN est la prenriferc k profi- 
ter; son PDG lui Mtc la seferose, 
garantit son renouveliyment 
permanent. Ribond «veille, 
r6veille, qaestkmne inlassable- 
ment, prati quant one sorte de_ 
ping-pong mental qui emp6che 
les gens de s’assoupir*. 

Si BSN est devenn *le Nestiy 
frangais* c’est pr6ds£ment grfee 
k la souplesse d’organisatiou que 
Ini a dcmn£ son FDG. Le prin- 
ripe, c’est cchri des «ronds con- 
cent riques communiqaants* 


sekra sa pro p re definition. Le 
premier itrad c’est le rend central 
(quatre pers o n n es, dont lui) oil sc 
dytide la strategic. Aotour, le 
dwTri^me rond feunit les neuf 
d ir ectenrs de branches (biscuits, 

befere, canx mm£raks,...). Cest 
le secteur opyrationnel. Le 
trOTsAne «rend* regreupe les 
qsarante sept directenrs de 
dypartements. 

Avantage de cette structure: 
beanconp d’antooomie. font 
que les gens s’amusent, qu’ils 
girent leuzs affaires comme si 
c’ytait leur propre boite*. En 
revanche, les responsabilifes sont 
dairement dCfinies: «Seu2 le rond 
central (strategie) peut d£cider 
ok on met de Fargent. Les gnmds 
choix, les grands 6qu3ibres -don- 
ner la priority anx mardtes euro- 
p£ens ou aux Etats-Uuis, rache- 
ter une grosse soddte, dyfeudre 
BSN contre les OPA- cela ne 
peut yvidemment pas se (&]£- 
goer.* Et Antoine Riboud con- 
chit: «je dece ntra lise la fierty et je 

centralise les finances*. 

Gr&ce k cette organisation bien 
congee, toujours en mouvement. 
BSN est devenue une des plus 
florissantes entreprises fran- 
gdses. 

Qn’est ce qui pousse Antoine 
Riboud vers ces sommets? L'ar- 
geat? Non, poor hri c’est un outii 
comme l’arion ou le tetepbone. 
Le pouvoir? L’instinct de 
domination lui est ytranger. 
Alors? Sa fille, qui le coanait 
bien, donne la teponse: «c'est le 
plaisir (Tagir. S’amuser en ayant 
un sucres aptes l’antre*. 

Reste l'avenir. Riboud est un 
jeune bomme. Mais un jeune 
homme de 72 ans. H a fait le 
ndeessaire pour protdger sa 
soddte contre les autres puiss- 
ances du secteur, Nestld on Un- 
ilever. Le capital, dont 3 ne 
possdde qu’une partie infuse, est 
entre des mams amies et si cepen- 
dant on 1'attaque «je penx trouv- 
er dn q nnlbards deooain matin, 
en appuyant sur un bouton*. 

Antoine Riboud ne veut pas 
qa’on ditrrnse son chef-d’oeuvre: 
«BSN. c'est la cathddrale de 
Chartres! Je ne veux pas que 
cette maison soil ddcoupye en 
rondelles de saudsson! Je veux 
bien devenir europden mais je ne 
veux pas qu’on m'achdte*. 

Antoine Ribond se frit soudain 
grave et avertit: «des centres de 
ddcision des grandes entreprises 
frangaises doivent dtre protdgds 
comme faisant partie du patri- 
moine frangais, sinon on assistera 
k une fuite des cerveaux bien plus 
pave que la fuite des capitaux*. 

Comme k son habitude, entre 
logjqne et intuition, entre instict 
et reflexion, Antoine Riboud. ce 
patron inclassable. voit juste et 
loin . Et en cette dpoque de 
changements k rest, il a d’afl- 
leurs, bien entendu, pris im- 
mddiatement les devants pour 
renforcer encore sa sod6t6: BSN 
prodnit ddj k des yaourts en RDA 
et ndgode avec la Hongrie, la 
Tcbdcoslovaquic et la Pologne. 

G flies Ronsset 


BSN: une strategie planetaire 


Avec un chiffre d’affaires de 49 milliards de francs (contre 42,2 
milljards en 1988), BSN a encore consotidd en 1989 sa position de 
troisidme groupe aKmcntaire europden, grSce k une politique 
d’acquisitions et de rapprochements mende de main de maftre. 

Cest rinst que BSN dtrit devenn le premier prodocteur 
mondial de yaourts, en fuaonnant, en 1973, avec Gervais- 
Danone, le «grand» de l’industrie a&memaire franga i s e . 

La litanie des litres de BSN est im pre sa onnante: pre mi er 
prodocteur mondial de produits laitieis frais; demddme fobricant 
eur opde n de piles alimentaires; troisidme groupe bbemtier dans 
le monde; deuxidme brassetxr europden; premier prodocteur 
mondial d’eaux miadrales; trozszdme prodocteur de Champagne 
dbms le monde; second en Europe pour la production de 
boateflles et de Bacons -grace k la venerie la pins moderne do 
moode, installde d Gnoncourt, dans les Vosges. 

Ddsormais imp Ian td sur les dnq continents, BSN (42.000 
personnes sur 150 sites de production) regrenpe plus de cent 
marques parnri les pins prestigieuses dans le monde. EHe vend des 
yaourts aux Chinois et aux Japonris, de l'eau mindrale aux 
Amdiicams, de la bidre aux ItaHens, des biscuits aux Indiens, du 
Champagne au monde entier. 

En 1988-89, le groupe a ddvord les sod6t6s biscintidres, Bebn 
en France, Saiwa en Italie, Jacob’s en Angleterre, les pdtes La 
Famflia en Espagne, la brasserie Hennmger Hella en Grdce. 

Les responsables de BSN ont dtd les p r emi ers k parti riper k la 
rude vers l’est des entreprises ocridentales. Ds installent actuelle- 
ment, dans le nord de Fanrienne Aflemagne de Test, one usine de 
yaourts, de froma^s frais et de desserts. Us mettent an point en 
Hongrie un accord de cooperation avec le principal groupe laitier 
du pays. 

Enfin, dermdres acquisitions et non des moindres, le rachat au 
groupe amdricain Nabisco de ses soridtds instaOdes en Nonvelle- 
Zdlande, k Singapour, en Malaisie et k Hong-Kong. 

Z1 s’agit mainteaant de digdrer tout cela. Ce k quoi s’empioie Je 
groupe actoellement. Avec la ferme intention de ponrsuivre one 
stzatdgie de conqudte de marchds, dpanlde par des efforts de 
rec h erche et d’innovation. Poor atteindre, en 1992, Fobjectif fixd 
par Antoine Ribond: que BSN pmsse satisfrire le pins grand 
maicfad du monde, soil 335 mflHous d'Eoropdens, si Fon rodot 
dans la CEE les Allemands de I’est. Un formidable tremplin pour 
use strat^ie plandtaire. 

Pferre- Albert Lambert 


Audens. «Le Jourdain* a le plaisir de vous annoncer la naissance de 
1’assodation des andcre dtudasts jordaniess en France, qni tiendra 
sa pretniire reunion au sidge du CERMOC (prds du service 
deonomique de l'ambassade de France, k Jebel Amman), le samedi 3 
novembre k 17h. Toutes les personnes c on eern de s y sont les 
bienvenoes. 





Cinema et musique' 

\‘ 

Les sonorit£s dn silence 


D'emblde, il y a peu de raisons pour que le film d’Abel 
Gance Un grand amour de Be e t ho ven nous captive. 
L'intrigue en est banale, le jeu largement guindd et, en tant 
que reconstitution historique, il nous livre trop peu sur le 
context© culturel du grand musiden pour nous mettre dans 
F ambiance de son dpoque. 

fl y a tout de mfcine de quoi s’instruire pour le dndphile 
abordant pour la premiere fois une oeuvre d’Abel Gance 
(1889-1981). Un grand amour de Bee t h oven -au Centre 
culture! frangais, le lundi 29 octobre- a des tihoses k nous 
dire sur ce grand maitre du dndma muet et Fun des 
pkmniers de F extension du langage cindmatographique . 
On peut const ater son gofrt (les sujets grandioses, qu’il 
qualifiaxt de «destins exemplaires*), son art (le montage 
rapide) et ses essais dans le donutine sonore. 

A Fdgard de sa conception, cette biographic nrasicate k 
laquelle il dtait trds attacbd est irontquement sabotde par 
son propre sednariste. A trovers ee «dc«tin exenqdaire*, 
Abel Gance voulait nous presenter on homme ayant r d u s si 
li vivre son art malgrd des drconstances dpo u v art afales. 
mais la tentative d’acconpler cette idde avec un mtdidt 
roman tique et de donner une place centrale k un amour 
avortd affaiblit considdrablement F oeuvre. EUe I’enKse dam 
une sentimentality larmoyante et nous ddvie d’une tragddie 
infemale: la surditd qui affligera ce musiden de g£nie. 

L’intdressant, en revanche, est ce qu’il y a de manqud 
dans cette oeuvre. L’intrigue mdlodramatique prend 
malheuFeusement le dessus sur une tentative passionnante 
qui aurait pu dtre le vrai sujet du film et sur lequel Gance 
ne braque les lomidres qoe momentandment. Ces moments 
fugaces ddpeignent le portrait d’un musiden souffrant 
d’une surditd gagnante qui retrouvera 1 ’inspiration dans les 
images de la vie qui Fentourent, et qui deviennent sa seal 
fendtre sensorielle. Cest dans les sdquences ofr Gance 
s’engage k ddvelopper ce thdme que le film se ddbarrasse 
de toute sentimentahtd et prend nn vrai essor, nous 
confrontant avec du dndma pur. Par un montage cha- 
toyant, exdcutd k allure vertigineuse, il nous ddfimt les 
sonoritds du silence. La symphome dmanant de la bande 
sonore ne sera qu'un approfondissement du monde in- 
tdrieur du musiden tourmentd. 

Toornd en 1936, Un grand amour de Beethoven dtait loin 
d’etre la premidre experience sonore d’Abel Gance. 11 avait 
frit preuve d’un grand intdrdt poor le son avant mdme que 
la bande sonore soit introduce dans le dndma en 1927, 
dormant naissance an film parlant. Mdme k Fibre du muet 
-neuf ans avant cette introduction- le son faisait pour hri 
partie intdgrante de Fimage et c’est un de ses premiers films 
cherchant k rdumr la musique et le dndma, La ’ 

sympbonie (1918), qui I’dtabht comme rih des phis impor- 
tants rdalisateurs de son temps. A Fdpoque, fl se lance dans 
Finattendu. Jusqu’id, les producteurs considdraient la 
musique, joude dans la salle au piano on par nn orchestra, 
comme un simple acompagnement de Fanimation de 
Fimage, qui avait aussi le mdrite de noyer Hiorrible fracas 
du projectear. Mais Abel Gance commanda une musique 
dont Fobjectif dtait dminemment arris tique. Les partitions 
qu’il commanda k Michel-Maurice Ldvy devaient nous 
instruire sur 1’dtat d’dme du personnage principal de 
l’intrigue, un compositeur; exprimer ses dmotions et mdme 
faire le lien entre les comportements des autres person- 
nages k son dgard. Autrement dit, la musique assuma un 
r6Ie dramatique de premier ordre. Dans cet emploi de la 
partition, Gance fut on prdcursenr. 

On retrouve dans Un grand amour de Beethoven ces trois 
dldments, mais ce qui dtait d’envergure dans le mnet est 
rdduit, dans le parlant, an banal, notamment dans les 
sednes qui imptiquent que certaines compositions musical es 
fluent inspirdes par l’amour d’une femme. Il y a du faux 
dans la note. Que la musique soit directement fide k cette 
dmotion est nid en partie par le jeu de Hsny Bauer, dont le 
Beethoven est phis prdoccnpd par les notes toorbfllonant 
dans sa tfite qoe par l’amour. Dans ces sednes, Finterprfite 
se trouve dcarteld entre les exigences lyriqnes de son 
rdalisateur et Fmstinct qui hri dit que la musique de ce 
Beethoven avait d’autres sources d’inspiration- 

Ce lyrismc -une caraetdristique d’Abel Gance- suggdre 
un Beethoven chanoefawt entre la femme qu’il aime mais 
qui ddgoit ses espoirs, et une aausie fiddle poor qni a ne 
ressent qoe de l’affcctioo, et auprds de laqnafie fl se idfi^pe 
dans ses moments lea plus dda ra pde ds . l/antie apnaioa 
de ce lyrisne eat refldtde par le jeu qoe Ganee daroaade k 
ses deux interprttes, Annie Ducanx (la fiddle, Thfrrdar de 
Brunscwick) et Jany Holt (Juliette de GaDeabomf, le 
grand amour). 11 nous semblera exagdrd et artificael a on 
ndglige de Finscrire dans une tradition du dndma muet, qui 
veut que tout oomble demotions soit stylisd. 

En prdsentant Abel Gance dans la sdrie «Image et 
musique* avec Un grand amour de Beethoven, le Centre 
cultural frangais ne donne pas an dndphile une vraie idde 
de raccomplissement du dndaste dans le domaine sonore. 
L'exemple iddal serait plutdt un film qu’il tourna muet en 
1927 et sonorisa en 1934, Napoidon vu par Abel Gance. II 
cbercha en effet k do ter son Napoldou d’une distribution 
spatiale du son digne de son sujet dpique. Sa trouvaille 
s’appelait la ^perspective sonore*, eUe constituait les 
ddbuts du son stdrdophonique an cmdma. Le verra-t-on 
bientdt? 


Sum Kama! 


Sciences. Le Centre britannique propose une expos tion consaorde 
anx spares sdenrifiqnes*. Ces pans oforent pour, les soridtds 
existantes et noovelles utflisant la haute technology, nn environne- 
roent dans leqnel tdtes penvent avoir accds fadlement anx rccherches 
de pointe men des par les institut les iflus rdputds. 

Ceatrc b rtmri qa t, jmqa’m 31 odabM. 

AnAttectnre. Presentation pbotographique d’une sfiectkm d’oov- 
rages (habitations, nmversitds, villages de vacancea, poms, etc...) 
constructs rdeemment anx quatre coins du mondc par des ardritectes 
frangais. 

Caere Odterd tnapk, J fa tte * 


CINEMA I TELEVISION 


<*Un grand ansoar de Both' 
oven . Fflm (TAbel Gance, avec 
Harry Banr. Dernier film de la 
sdrie proposde par le CCF, 
ages ct musique*. Tous ces films 
out poor point commun d*aocor- 
der une place privildgide k la 
musique, soit parce que les per- 
sonnages principaux sont de 
cdldbres compositeurs, soit parce 
que le hdros de ITristoire est nn 
fon de musique. Celui de ce hmdi 
soir est une biographic romanede 
du grand compositeor Beeth- 
oven, tournde en 1936. Vote 
FOCUS 

Centre Cattard Frmgris, le fanA 29 
octobre k ash. 

“To kffl a raoctingUrd”. Ce 
film s’inspibre du roman de Harper 
Lee (1960) qni fiat malbeureuse- 
ment son seal roman nuns rem- 
porta alors le prix Pofitzer. EUe y 
raconte le proeds ipectacalahe 
d’un homme dost accmd d’avoir 


dimanche -r 

17fa30 - Tdldfihn premier de la sdrie . 


travets le tugavd <fune petite fille 
de hot mb, la fBte de ravocat de 
faddfehse. G regory Peck raconte 
qu’il a tronvd (fans oe film le plus 
grand rfile de sa carridre, celai de 
Tavocat, Athens Finch. 

CeOre mnfitrrin. k iliaMirbr 28 
octobre, k Uk. 

“Don Gkmuuri”. Dewohne 
d’une sdrie de quatre films 
d'opdra prdsentds jusqu’a la fin 
de cette semaine. Cetnki s’ins- 
pire de la fameose ceuvre en deux 
actes de Wolfgang- Amadeus 
Mozart. H raconte l’histoire amu- 
sante dn frivole et insensd Don 
Juan, qni ne sort d’nne hi sto n e 
cT amour que pour pkmger dans 
une nouvelle. 

hsttat Gaetbe, k «manche 28 
octobre ft 2th. 

“Die Felder Mans”. Opdrette 
en trois actes prdsentde dans le 
cadre de la mdme sdrie, de 
Johann Strauss. Les mceurs 
joyeuses de la socidtd viemxrise k 
trave l s la question fondamentale 
de F amour et de l’infiddlitd. 


lfbOO - be Journal . £ 

19U5 - Carnet de notes. Extrait* de 
mnsiqve dasaqne. 

LUNDI 

lftOft - L’oisean des mers. Dessin. 

gniiii£ a H . 

18U0 - Denver, te dernier 
same. Dessin anhod. 
f - Ca c'est du cindtna. Sene sur 
ks techmqeedn dndma dep® l’dpo- 
que de Charlie ChapGu. 

I9fa06 - Le Journal.- 

BUS - Magazine sportif bebdonm- 

dairc. 

MARDI 

18M6 - Sdentflcxh. Les Concepts 
sdentifiqiies de base, manipnK par 
des enfants ft travers des experiences 
stank*. Cette semaine: les ooulenrs. ; 
Uhld-L’dcoto des Cans. Des enfants 
iotej prt tea t le repertoire (Tun Chan-, 
tew cQtbrc, sons la houlene de - 
Jacques Martfa . Cette semaine: ks 
mriOCnrs moment de Fdmisaon en 
1989. 

19h0$ - Le JonrnaL 
19U5 - AujounThui en Jordanie: 
magazine locatrdaSsd et ptdsentd par 
Saleh MadL 

MERCREDI 


18M0 - Destination Saute. Sdrie 
doenmentaire mddicale, consaerde 
cette semaine k Fobdsitd. - ■ V 
19hM - Le Journal. i 

19U5 - Sdlection de varidtes fran- 
gaises. 

JEUDI 

18M0 - L'CRseau des men. Derin 


18U0 vSnorky. Dessin .animd. 
I8h35 - Splendenr saovage. 
Doenmentaire sur la vie des anitnaux, 
consacrd cette semaine aux singes en 
habitat artificieL • * 

19b00 - Le Journal. 

19bl5 • Reportage snr la rd^on 
frangaise de Nonnandie. 

VENDREDI 


Guette, fc Midi 38 octobre ft - "La chambre d’ami”. Fflgi 


“Der Fr e fad mfc t”. Denrierfihn 
de la mdme sdrie, inspire de 
Fopdra romantiqne en trois actes 
de Carl Maria von Weber. L’his- 
toire du sorrier Max, prftt 4 utiHs- 
er ses forces diaboHques pour 
gagner la main d’Agatiie, son 
amour. 

Iutitat Goethe, le mercredl 31 
octobre, ft 28b. 


wEST: u AStkTi : 

lSm5 - Les idvolnBoDs de 
gence. Sdrie doenmentaire sot I’his- 
toire de la science. • 

SAMEDI’- * 

lfiOO • Les elds de Fort Boyard. 
Course an trdsor mdgeant des cahdi- 
dais courage physique et vaste cuL 
tnre. 

15M9 - Le Jouraal. 

19U5 - Doenmentaire. 



HEKESDE. Un pasteur est-aOemand, qui avait baptisd deux chats 
sdon le vteu de Jean p ropri d t air es, a dtd sn^endu de ses fooctions 
par l’dvdque de l’Egfise dvangdliqne et luthdrienne de Thuringe. 
Selon un porte parole de cette EgUse, le baptdme des animamr est 
«une pratique hautement suspecte et mdme a les animaux font partie 
de la Crdabon diviiie, la Bflfle euseigue dbriremeut que seuls des dtres 
humams penvent recevocr le bap t dme *. 

VOLCAP6. Une diaine sous-mariue d’une ctizame de vokans tits 
rdeents a dtd ddconverte sur 16 Ion dans le Parifiqne, k environ 500 
km des cfltes de FOrdgon. Certaim des volcans ont une trent a ine de 
mtous de haolear et nn diamdtre de 600 mdtres k la base. Ds ont dtd 
ddoonveits ea aoAt dormer, alors qu’une prdetdente mission, passde 
an mft mm . endrort en 1961, n ’avait rien relevd, ce qui semble indiqiier 
qpe ees vokans oat moins de neaf ans. Cest la premidre fois que des 
■htifipw »ont tdmoins d’un tel. pbdnomdne. 


■ALLOW. Deox adronautes, un Britannique et un Sovidtique, ont 
rdw» fa premier vol sam escale en bafloa entre la Grande-Bretaene . 
et rUmoo sovidtique, soit quelque 2.200 km. Les deux homm^ont. 
***em en pleine fortt de Riga (capitate de la Ldttonie) 47 heures 
apm avoir ddcond dn Bedfordshire an nord de Londres. Us devaient 
ft Fongtne se poser ft Ldmngrad mais les conditions mdtdorologiques 
ne 1 out pas perms. 


ProbKme N. 34. 


ProWAte. N..34. 

Ms me les bhau ai deux coops. 


r* ■ ■ jd Wm , 

P ■ ■ fan Llia Mm 

r* b \u m m \m wPm\:. 

un°B a ^a 

Sotafion da probUme N. 33; SotoOon da proMeme N. 33: 

J: N * B. 16-12; N. Db5-bl. 

24-31; B. 1 9-14; N. 10-19; B. 

11-7; N. 4-20; B. 12-16; N. 1-10; 

B. 16-5; N. 3-10; B. 5-21. Solutfou da prob^me N, 34; 
Sointkm da probteme N. 34: 

B. 24-20; N. 15-29; B. 20-27; N. 

17-26; B. 14-10; N. 5-21; B. 27- 
30. 
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Soviet miners 
set up first 
independent 
national union 

MOSCOW (R) — Soviet coal 
miners have set up the first 
national trade anion indepeodem 
of the state and have threatened 
to caH a strike unless the govern- 
t.;. meat improves their working con- 
Sj? cEtions, roecEa reports said Satur- 
day. After a five-day meeting in 
the Ukranian mining centre of 
Donetsk, coal miners’ repre- 
sentatives voted Friday night to 
form die independent miners' un- 
ion and elected an executive to 
prepare the first congress. Miners 
sow have the choice of joining 
the new onion or staying with the 
official one, the Communist Party 
daOy Pravda said. The formation 
of an independent onion is a 
major Mow to the official miners’ 
onion, winch has long been a 
mechanism for the implementa- 
tion of Communist Party and 
government decisions. Delegates 
from leading mining areas de- 
manded foe resignation of Prune 
Minister Nikolai Ryzhkov's gov- 
ernment and threatened a civil 
_ disobedience campaign in De- 
' cember if grievances were not 
dealt with, the official TASS 
news agency reported. “And a 
general strike could nor be ruled 
out," TASS said. 


Gorbachev decrees changes 


MOSCOW (AP) - PKMfcm 
Mikhail Gorbachev Friday 
ordered major strides towards a 
market-based economy, de- 
^taing the rouble, allowing com- 
plete foreign ownership of com- 
panies and permitting citizens to 
buy securities. 

The decrees, made under new 
powers granted him last month by 
the Soviet legislature, are part of 
Gorbachev's plan to transform 
the nation's centrally controlled 
economy to a free- market sys- 
tem. 

Tbc new commercial exchange 
rate for the rouble win go into 
effect Nov. 1, cutting the value of 
the Soviet currency by nearly 70 
per cent to spur exports and 
reduce imports, according to a 
decree published in the govern- 
ment newspaper Izvcstia. 

A second decree signed by 
Gorbachev permits Soviet 
citizens to buy shares in enter- 
prises, purchase bonds and bold 
other securities, either singly or 
in registered groups, the 
Soviet news agency TASS re- 
ported . 

That decree also says foreign 
investors can establish enterprises 
in the Soviet Union, either in 
joint ventures with Soviet firms 
or with 100 per cent foreign own- 
ership. In the past, Soviet firms 
had to retain majority control. 

Profits of foreign investors can 
be reinvested or transferred 
abroad under rules to be prom- 


ulgated by the Soviet legislature, 
'the decree said. 

"Foreign investors on Soviet 
territory will enjoy legal protec- 
tion. and conditions cannot be 
less favourable than the cones- 
Dondmg coodhioos for the proper- 
ty of Soviet organisations, enter- 
prises and citizens of the USSR" 
the decree said. 

The decree on stock ownership 
will have little immediate impact, 
because tbc Soviet Union does 
not yet have a stock exchange. 
However, officiate have been dis- 
cussing opening an exchange and 
recently sought advice from vest- 
ing representatives of the New 
York Shock Exchange. 

The devaluation of the rouble 
affects only one of the two official 
exchange rates. 

The new exchange rate for 
international commercial transac- 
tions will be 1.8 roubles per U.S. 
dollar, compared to the current 
.56 roubles to the dollar. 

The rate for foreign tourists 
exchanging money in the Soviet 
Union will remain unchanged, at 
six roubles to the dollar. The 
Soviet government introduced 
the lower tourist rate tins year 
largely to combat black market 
activity. 

Both of the official rates are set 
artifically by the Soviet govern- 
ment, and neither reflects the real 
worth of the rouble, cither to 
companies trading shiploads of 
commodities or tourists trying to 


buv a traditional Matryo&hka 
doii. 

On the black market. SI can 
fetch IS to 30 roubles. Many 
international companies get 
around tbc artificial exchange 
rates by bartering goods, such as 
Pepsi for Swlkhnaya vodka. 

Still, the new exchange rate is 
somewhat more realistic that the 
old one and should make some 
transactions easier. 

Ivan Ivanov, deputy chairman 
of the State Foreign Economic 
Commission, had warned earlier 
this month that a devaluation was 
coming. 

It will “make exports more 
profitable for Soviet producers 
and facilitate the streamlining 
and restriction of imports, which 
have been growing rapidly since 
Soviet enterprises were granted 
tbc right of free access to the 
foreign market," be said. 

Although the national legisla- 
ture has not yei approved a de- 
tailed blueprint for the transition, 
it voted last month to give Gor- 
bachev far-reaching power to 
order economic changes by de- 
cree. 

Thursday, Gorbachev ordered 
state-run banks to pay higher 
interest rates on rouble savings 
accounts beginning Nov. 1, as a 
move to penuade depositors to 
keep their money in banks, de- 
spite the devaluation. 


‘Four killer Bs’ 
plague Wall Street 




NEW YORK (R) — Everywhere 
Wall Street looked this week, 
there was something to worry 
about. 

Uncertainty over the Golf cri- 
sis, signs of a weakening U.S. 
economy, tight credit and an elu- 
sive budget pact all conspired to 
unnerve investors and drive 
stocks lower. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age lost 84.65 points — 336 per 
cent — daring the week, to dose 
,at 2,436.14. That ate np much of 
the previous week’s 123-point 
gain. 

“I think reality took over 
again," said John McEhroy, a 
principal at 1838 Investment 
Advisers, after hopes of a com- 
promise Middle East settlement 
evaporated. 

“When in doubt, .back arway^Sv 
said Jack Solomon,. a technical*- • 
analyst at Bear Steams. “Out of 
nervousness, people are staying 
Hght, but there’s no heavy sell- 
ing.” 

Hopes that a settlement was 
nearer in the Gulf pushed oil 
prices tower and the stock market 
sharply higher in the week ended 
OcL 19. 

But ofl reversed course this 
week on fresh Mideast tensions, 
and each time stocks tried to 
rally, they were knocked down. 

“With oil up. the equities are 
down,” said Alan Ackerman, 


senior vice president and market 
strategist at Gnintai and Co. 
“That's pretty much been the rule 
of thumb since the saga of Sad- 
dam started Aug. 2." 

“We're entering the third 
month of the Mideast crisis and 
the sixth month of budget talks. 
This has made the market very 
cautious, and investors are wary. 
We’re still plagued by the four 
kilJeTS Bs — Banks, Budgets, 
Bullets and Bears," he noted. 

On the domestic economic 
front, fresh signs emerged that 
after nearly eight yets of uninter- 
rupted growth, prosperity may be 
ending. 

Banks in particular are suffer- 
ing, as poor earnings force them 
to curtail lending. This makes 
credit scarce and can worsen the, 
overall economic slowdown. 

In Washington, lawmakers 
made progress on a budget pact 
but after months of wrangling 
details had still to be worked out. 

Once a pact is complete, many 
expect the Federal Reserve (Fed) 
to posh interest rates lower to 
stimulate the economy. But 
others say the central bank may 
find its hands tied. 

“The Fed is going to be slower 
to act unless and until there’s 
some kind of resolution in the 
Middle East,” said 1938's Mcel- 
roy. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday, October 27, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 





SeB 




U.S. dollar 
Fraud Sterling 

Swiss franc 
French franc 

652.0 

1278.6 

431.2 

510.3 
128.8 

657.0 

12863 

433.8 

512.4 

129.6 

Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
lufian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc (for 10) 

509.4 

3816 

116.3 

57.6 

209.7 

5123 

384.9 

117.0 
57.9 

211.0 


Philips announces big loss 
and massive layoff 

EINDHOVEN, Netherlands ( AP) — Shares of the Dutch electronics 
giant Philips tumbled Thursday after Chairman Jan Timmer 
announced the elimination of 35,000-45,000 jobs in a massive 
cost-cutting operation to ward off Japanese competition. 

Timmer told reporters that jobs would be lost at all levels of N.V. 
Philips Gioeilampenfabriekcn in a worldwide trimming programme 
to be completed by the end of next year. 

He said at a news conference in this company town that Philips 
netted a 2.173 billion guilder ($1,285 billion) loss from normal 
business operations in foe third quarter of this year. 

That’s a spectacular drop from last year's profit of 227 million 
guilders ($134 million) over the same period. 

Timmer also said Philips would not be paying a dividend on its 
shares, adding “under foe present conditions it is not justified.'' 

The job losses, which amount to almost 16 per cent of Philips' work 
force of 285,700, come in addition to a restructuring operation 
announced last summer in which 10.000 jobs will go. 

“Philips sales per employee are poor compared to the competition. 
We just aren't productive enough,” Timmer said at foe news 
conference. 

Timmer did not specify in which of the 45 nations where Philips is 
active foe job tosses would occur, but observers believed most of the 
cng wouJd^ty in t Europe. 

“ Anpqunccmeip$. wilX be made ty some of the managers in die 
countries concerned. We have left: it up to them," he said. 

Goodyear reports $61m 
loss, to cut 3,000 jobs 

AKRON, Ohio (R) — Goodyear Tire and Rubber Co, foe world’s 
largest robber manufacturer, has reported a S61 .4 million loss for foe 
fond quarter due to restructuring costs and said it would cut 3,000 
jobs by mid-1992. 

Goodyear, saddled with more than S3 billion in debt, also said it 
would reduce its 1990 capital spending by $100 million to about S600 
million- 

The company, which has been suffering due to stiff worldwide 
competition and a lengthy slump in foe U.S. automotive market, said 
foe cutbacks were part of a general restructuring that would result in 
pre-tax charges totalling $80 million for its second and third quarters. 

Akron-based Goodyear said sales in the third quarter rose 8.2 per 
cent to $2.9 billion. In the 1989 third quarter it earned $70.5 million 
on sales of $2.67 billion. 

It said foe cutbacks, which amount to 2.8 per cent of its work force 
of 109,000, were an attempt to make foe company more competitive 
in foe face of an industry downturn and increasing consolidation. 

The company incurred substantial debt when it bought back about 
half its shares to ward off a hostile takeover bid by Anglo-French 
financier Sir James Goldsmith in 1986. 
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Tunisian central bank chief 
advocates faster liberalisation 


TUNIS ; R) - — Tunisia's cen^a: 
bank has recommended cutting 
food subsidies and faster liber- 
alisation of imports, credit and 
labour practices. 

In a message to President Z <sc 
Al Abidiae Ibn Ali, central ba^k 
governor, Mohamed Bcji Hamda 
said delays in some aspects of 
economic reform were caakirg 
other reforms less effective. 

He said, “foe new disparities 
which result from these delays 
could make the process of adjust- 
ment more difficult and more 
costly, while foe gaps between 
reforms in different sectors are 
likely to create opportunities for 
unjustified profit..." 

“The country's eccocmv has 
not been able to evolve as fore- 
seen and reach the stage where i: 
is regulated only by market 


mechanisms and where instru- 
ments of economic policy can be 
put in place with all foe efficiency 
required, ” be pointed out. 

“Wises the free play of foe 
market is obstructed by lack of 
competition, adjustment mechan- 
isms cease to operate," Hamda 
emphasised. 

The message, a postscript to 
foe bank’s annual report for 1989, 
said some reforms under a 1986 
structural adjustment programme 
had gone well but others had 
fallen behind. 

The abolition of price controls, 
including those on subsidised 
food&iuffs such as bread, sugar 
and cooking oil. was one area 
subject to delay, he said. 

The cost of foe government's 
subsidies fund has risen from 275 


million dinars (about $360 mil- 
lion) in 1988 to 334 million (about 
$370 million) in 1989 and a 
budgeted 390 million (about $450 
million) this year. 

Hamda said there was still too 
much government interference in 
the domestic money market, 
where sectors such as agriculture 
continue to receive cheap loans 
from the state. 

Another problem was that re- 
ducing tariff barriers for finished 
goods had nor kept pace with 
tariff cuts for raw materials and 
capital goods. 

“This makes foe local market 
even more attractive for produc- 
ers, and obstructs foe reorienta- 
tion of the production system 
towards foreign markets,’* 
Hamda said. 


“Because of the rigidities 
which continue in foe labour mar- 
ket, businesses are often unable 
to use different payment system* 
as a means to stimulate produc- 
tivity and improve quality." foe 
governor add e d. 

Tunisia's labour laws, which 
give workers extensive pro ac- 
tion, have been a consent: com- 
plaint of businessmen. 

Hamda, who was appointed in 
March, said foe best way to avoid 
devaluing foe Tunisian dinar, 
which would undermine confi- 
dence in the currency, was 

through strict control of money 
supply and inflation. 

He set no target for money 
supply growth but said it should 
be compatible with growth in 
gross national product. 


Spain grants Soviet 
Union $1.5b credit 


Algeria 
to raise 
basic pay 
by 66% 

ALGIERS (R) — The AJceriar. 
govern men:, bowing :c pressure 
from trade unions, has decided ts 
increase foe minimum wags by 
about 66 per cent ever a penod cf 
eight months, the officii! news 
agency .APS said Friday. Workers 
have staged a string of strikes in 
protest against rising prices and 
low wages. Under an accord 
signed with a major trade union, 
the monthly minimum pay would 
be raised in stages from foe cur- 
rent 1.500 dinars ($160; :c 2.500 
dinars i$266i. The rises will be 
made in three stages starting from 
November. The union has been 
demanding a 300 per cent rise in 
wages but its secretary -general 
has welcomed the new agreement 
with foe government. The gov- 
ernment also promised :o set up a 
national unemployment fund fi- 
nanced jointly by foe state and 
foe social security hand. 


MADRID (R) — Spain granted 
the Soviet L'nion a SI. 5 billion 
credit Saturday as President 
Mikhail Gorbachev concluded 
two days of talks with Spanish 
J government officials, 
i According to the text tbc 
agreement, the three-year loan is 
intended to fund foe purchase of 
Spanish goods and may be re- 
newed at the end of foe period if 
both sides agree. 

The financial terms of foe cre- 
dit, described Friday by Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gonzalez 
I as a considerable sacrifice for his 
country, will be worked out later 
by government delegations. 

Lender foe agreement, $750 
million will be avilable to purch- 
ase Spanish industrial and con- 
sumer goods, especially food, as 
well as intermediate goods for 
mass manufacture. The financial 
terms of this portion were not 
announced. 

Another $750 million, under 
normal Organisation of Econo- 
mic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment (OECD) terms, will be used 
to buy Spanish technology and 
services for foe food and agro- 
indusiries. 


It will also cover foe purchase 
of textiles, building materials, 
medicines, leather and shoes. 

Delegations from foe two gov- 
ernments will work out imple- 
mentation of foe programme. 
The agreement states foe Soviet 
government will ensure repay- 
ments are kept up to date. 

In a separate accord, Spanish 
Industry Minister Claudio Aran- 
zadi and Sovie First Deputy 
Prime Minister Lev Voronin 
signed a protocol on industry and 
energy. 

It calls for increased coopera- 
tion in light industry, food and 
farming, construction materials, 
mining equipment, shipbuilding, 
pharmaceuticals, mining and oil 
refining. 

Spain will deride later on prop- 
osals to buy between two billion 
and six billion cubic metres a year 
of natural gas from foe Soviet 
Union from 1995, foe agreement 
said. 

Bilateral trade currently 
favours foe Soviet Union, which 
last year exported $1.29 billion 
worth of goods, two-thirds of it 
oil. Imports stood at S399 million. 


Zambia hikes 
fuel prices 
by 80 % 

LUSAKA (Rj — Zambia raised 
fuel prices by 80 per cent Satur- 
day, bringing total increases to 
200 per cent since August, and 
warned of still higher prices be- 
cause of foe Gulf crisis. 

Zambia Industrial 2 nd Mining 
Company (ZIMCOi. foe coun- 
try’s oil importer, said in a state- 
ment that foe price spiral sparked 
by Iraq's invasion of Kuwait in 
August was likely to continue. 

The landlocked' southern Afri- 
can nation should brace itself for 
higher petroleum product prices 
in the near future, it added. 

Zambia imported crude oil 
from Kuwait at concessional 
prices before the invasion. After 
Iraq moved in, it had to get 
supplies from elsewhere, includ- 
ing processed oil from South 
Africa. 

The fuel price rises sent the 
cost of other goods and services 
shooting up and sparked indust- 
rial unrest as workers demanded 
higher wages. 

Zambia is working with foe 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and foe World Bank on an 
austerity programme to pay off its 
$7.2 billion bebt. 


Record stocks, poor demand 
weigh down wool market 


LONDON (R) — Wool stocks, 
which have risen to record levels 
amid growing production and a 
slump in demand, are posing 2 
significant burden on foe world 
market for foe first time in 40 
years, the Commonwealth Secre- 
tariat has said. 

Stocks carried over a: foe start 
of foe current fiscal year which 
began July I. are nearly four 
tunes the levels seen a year ear- 
lier, the secretariat said tr. its 
quarterly report. 

“That represents more than 10 
months requirements by the main 
importing countries and, for tire 
first time since foe immediate 
post-war period, constitutes a 
burdensome surplus." it said. 

The report blamed current 


slump in demand on a number of 
factors including continuing trou- 
bles in China, the strongest grow- 
ing market of foe late 1980s, and 
a hard currency crisis in foe 
Soviet Union. 

Other factors are foe impact on 
global economic growth of rising 
oil prices, and a strong Australian 
dollar. 

Australia is the world's leading 
producer. 

“The possibility of any short- 
term recovery in demand, suffi- 
cient to bring about a better 
world balance, seems remote at 
the present time," the report 
said. 

Production is set to rise again 
in the current fiscal year, 
although foe rate of expansion 
looks as though it will slow after 


seven seasons of strong growth. 

The increase was largely attri- 
buted to a slight recovery in New 
Zealand's output, after three sea- 
sons of contraction due to 
drought and a greater exposure to 
world market conditions. 

The: secretariat said steps were 
being taken to discourage and 
further rise in Australian wool 
production, including foe raising 
of foe tax on sales to 18 per cent 
from eight per cent. 

Fanners are said to have culled 
flocks with a number of unsale- 
able older sheep being slaught- 
ered. 

“It could well be that (Austra- 
lian) sheep numbers will fall ear- 
lier and more sharply than was 
earlier predicted," it said. 


China to raise grain prices 
for first time in 41 years 


BEUING (R) — For foe first 
time in 41 years of communis: 
rule, China plans to raise state- 
controlled grain prices, agricul- 
ture ministry officials have said. 

A spokesman for foe agricul- 
ture ministry said in an interview 
(hat prices would hav; to rise 
because grain subsidies were 
placing too heavy a burden on 
strained stale finances. 

“The ration price has been 
basically stable in China since foe 
revolution, but we now plan to 
raise foe price of this grain." said 
Zhang Shaoguang, senior spokes- 
man for foe ministry. 

“We have not decided how 
much or when we wili raise foe 
ration grain price," be added. 

The prices of all classes of grain 
— wheat, barley, rice, maize, 
potatoes and some beans — are 


due to rise, he said. 

For a people that can remem- 
ber near-starvation after natural 
disasters in foe early 1960s, grain 
is an emotive issue. “Grain is as 
important as heaven,” runs one 
ancient saying. 

About 50 million tonnes of 
grain, some 12 per cent of foe 
nation’s 407 million tonne record 
harvest in 1989, ts being allocated 
by ration ticket to citizens at 
subsidised prices this year. 

Tbe rest is sold at free market 
prices or consumed directly from 
foe fields by foe nation's 800 
million rural population. Free 
market prices of grain have 
roughly doubled singee China be- 
gan liberalising its agricultural 

system in 1978. 

One kilogramme of rice cost 
0.5 yuan (10 U.S. cents) with 


ration tickets but about one yuan 
(20 cents) on foe free market. 

Chinese economists said grain 
prices might be raised about 20 
per cent some time early next 
year. 


Estonia 
sells wheat 
to Israel 


PARIS (R) — Estonia has sold 
60,000 tonnes of feed wheat to 
Israel in a move that underscores 
tensions between Soviet republics 
and growing commercial ties be- 
tween Moscow and foe Zionist 
state, grain traders said Friday. 

It was not immediately known 
whether foe sale W 2 S the first of 
Soviet wheat to Israel. 

"The Soviet Union can export 
wheat this year because there are 
different republics that produce 
it," said Nikolai Neverov of the 
Soviet trade mission in Paris. 

"If a free market is created, 
why shouldn't republics be able 
to export their wheat?” he asked . 

Details of foe recent sale were 
not available. But traders said the 
deal may have been done by 
barter. 

The Soviet Union has long 
been among tbe world's biggest 
net importers of cereals. 

But republics like foe Ukraine 
and Estonia, which enjoy wheat 
surpluses, have sought to hold on 
to their merchandise in order to 
export it outside the Soviet Un- 
ion, rather than sell it to republics 
short of cereals, they said. 


MAID WANTED 

Full time or part time. 

Please contact tel: 829806 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Roof apartment, two bedrooms, two bathrooms, with telephone 
and central heating. 3cst residential area. Jaba! Amman, near 
Amon Hotel. 

Telephone: 777112 8 am. - 2 pjn. 674028 after 4 p.m. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 

Under Rule 22 of the Pakistan Citizenship Rules, 1952, 
every citizen of Pakistan residing abroad, is required to 
get him/herself registered annually, at the nearest Pakista- 
ni Mission. 

Pakistani nationals are, therefore, requested to do so as 

soon as possible. 

The Embassy Is open from 0800 aum. to 3:00 p.m. 
Saturday through Wednesday. 


WANTED 

An international company requires two experienced specialists 
in the operation of major plant rooms and boiler houses. 
Experience must be documented and proven. 

Please contact phone: 822474-5-6 


SERVANT WANTED 

A Jordanian family is in need of a live-in Filipina female 
servant. 

Place of work: Amman, 7th Circle. 

Interested call: 815355, Amman. 
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Breakaway Turks surrounded 
in Moldovan conflict zone 


MOSCOW (R) — Tens of 
thousands of nationalist volun- 
teers Saturday surrounded 
Gagauz, a breakaway “nation" of 

150,000 ethnic Turks in the south- 
ern Republic of Moldova, as the 
Soviet Union's latest ethnic crisis 
neared flashpoint. 

Representatives of the two 
sides met in the border town of 
Cbimishlia, but the outlook for a 
peaceful resolution was uncer- 
tain. 

There were reports of isolated 
arrests of Turkish activists. 

The repablic of 4.3 million 
people was known as Moldavia 
until this summer, when its par- 
liament voted to change the name 
to Moldova, saying Moldavia was 
a Russified version. 

The Gagauz people, Christian 
Turks who have lived in the 
region since the late 18th century, 
proclaimed independence in Au- 
gust, complaining of discrimina- 
tion by the ethnic Romanian 
majority. 

Witnesses said telephone lines 
into the Gagauz capital of Korn- 
rat were cut Saturday and petrol 
and other essentials were in short 
supply. 

TTiere were also unconfirmed 
reports that ethnic Russians — 
locked in their own struggle with 
the Moldovans and largely sym- 
pathetic to Gagauz separatism — 
were heading for the troubled 
districts. 

Moldovan presidential spokes- 
man Omni tru Tsyra said his gov- 
ernment had the situation firmly 
in hand after a display of strength 


but no Moldovan forces had tried 
to enter Gagauz territory. 

“There are about 30,000 to 

40,000 volunteers in the area— if 
not more,” Tsyra said by tele- 
phone from the Moldovan capit- 
al, Kishenyov. 

He said the volunteer detach- 
ments Of ethnic Ro manians were 
backed by local police. 

44 All these forces are very well 
organised and under the full con- 
trol of the government. Our poli- 
cy remains at it was. We want to 
avoid any violence,” said Tsyra. 

In Komrat, however, residents 
were preparing for the worst 

The Soviet government daily 

Izvestia said they were digging 
trenches and blocking roads with 
bulldozers and heavy lorries. 

Factories work stopped and 
anxious parents pulled their chil- 
dren out of school. Men awaited 
a call to defend Gagauz territory, 
Izvestia said. 

The flare-up adds another item 
to a long list of political and 
economic ills plaguing President 
Mikhail Gorbachev's “peres- 
troika” reform programme, now 
bogged down in seemingly in- 
tractable regional rivalries and 
economic decay. 

The Moldovan parliament Fri- 
day declared a state of emergency 
in its southern territory, abo- 
lished local government and set 
up a central commission to rule 
the region. 

The moves were designed to 
head off trouble in connection 
with elections Friday to an inde- 
pendent Gaganz parliament. 


branded illegal by the republic’s 
authorities. 

Further complicating the ethnic 
tangle was the wildcard role of 
the ethnic Russians, who have 
declared their own independent 
Dniester Republic around the in- 
dustrial stronghold of Tiraspol. 

The two minorities have 
formed a loose affiance against 
the Moldovan government and 
there are plans for direct econo- 
mic and political ties between the 
two breakaway regions. 

The daily Komsomolskaya 
Pravda said the Moldovan volun-> 
teers, armed with dubs and iron 
bars, were getting impatient. 

“It is becoming more and more 
difficult to restrain them as the 
police presence is clearly in- 
adequate,” it said. 

Moldovan Prime Minister Mir- 
cea Druk appeared on television 
and appealed for calm among the 
volunteer detachments, TASS 
news agency reported. 

Meanwhile voters in the quies- 
cent Soviet Central Asian Repub- 
lic of Turkmenia went to the polls 
Saturday in the country's first 
general election for a republican 
president, TASS said. 

But with the local Communist 
Party boss as the only candidate, 
the republic's recent election re- 
form was unlikely to herald any 
real change in the hidebound 
politics of Soviet Central Asia. 

Republican Party first secret- 
ary Saparamrat Meyazov, who is 
also chairman of the Turkmenia 
parliament, was the only candi- 


Senate approves defence spending bill 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate has given final congres- 
sional approval to the nation's 
first post-cold war defence 
budget a $268 billion package 
that embraces modest cuts in 
weapons systems geared to the 
Soviet threat. 

By a vote of 80-17, the Senate 
adopted legislation that repre- 
sents a S14 billion reduction from 
spending in the last fiscal year but 
is for less than the reduction 
Congress clamoured for when the 
Warsaw Pact was collapsing. 

“This budget has as its primary 
goal to help protect our nation 


against the threat that we face in 
a dangerous world, 4 ’ * said Sen. 
Sam Nunn, chairman of the Sen- 
ate Armed Services Committee. 

He cited the Soviet Union’s 
continued modernisation of its 
strategic forces and Iraq's con- 
quest of Kuwait as the argument 
against drastic cuts in military 
spending. 


“Congress... is no longer a new 
breed of budget-cotters but cold 
war warriors,” Roth said. 

The legislation now goes to the 
White House, where Bush’s 
approval was anticipated. Shortly 
after the vote, the Senate 
adopted the budget's companion 
authorisation bill. 


An opponent of the legislation, 
Sen. William Roth, said the 
budget foils to reflect “the most 
startling political developments in 
foe Western World since foe end 
of World War n." 


The bills foil to terminate any 
weapons in the Pentagon's arsen- 
al and continue limited produc- 
tion of the B-2 bomber, the 
Stealth aircraft built to locate 
targets in foe Soviet Union after a 
nuclear war. 


Hungarian crisis deepens 
as drivers’ strike goes on 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungarian 
trade and taxi drivers incensed 
over huge petrol price rises Satur- 
day rejected a presidential com- 
promise aimed at ending a 
nationwide blockade. 

Drivers barricading all major 
roads and border crossings turned 
down a suggestion by President 
Arpad Goncz that they lift foe 
blockade in return for suspension 
of the price of up to 65 per cent. 

"The crisis staff of the Truck 
Drivers’ Union issued a state- 
ment in which they appeal for the 
blockade in Budapest and the 
whole country to be maintained,” 
foe Hungarian News Agency 


(MTT) reported. 

Interior Minister Balazs Hor- 
vath, deputising for Prime Minis- 
ter Jozsef An tall who is unwell, 
said dwindling petrol reserves 
would cause foe economy to col- 
lapse within days if the centre- 
right coalition government aban- 
doned its tough line on prices. 

"Our decision was made and is 
irreversible," he said Friday. 


9 suspected 
Communist 
rebels 
arrested in 
Philippines 


The blockade, which began 
Thursday night, cut access to the 
frontiers with Austria, Yugosla- 
via and Czechoslovakia, and 
closed all but one of the bridges 
across foe Danube in Budapest 


Court sentences Washington 
mayor to 6 months in jail 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Mayor 
Marion Barry was sentenced Fri- 
day to six months in prison, fined 
$5,000 and given one year proba- 
tion for his conviction on a misde- 
meanor cocaine possession 
charge. 

Barry declared himself “truly 
remorseful” and asked U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Thomas Penfield Jack- 
son for leniency. But Jackson told 
foe mayor of foe U.S. capital he 
had abused his office and the 
collective trust of the community. 

“Having failed as foe good 
example he might have been, the 
defendant must now become an 
example of another kind,” Jack- 
son said. 

The sentencing followed a 10- 
month legal drama that began 
with the mayor's arrest on Jan. 18 
in a FBI sting operation that 
caught him on videotape smoking 
crack cocaine with a former girl- 
friend. The night before sentenc- 
ing Barry, in a later to the judge, 
said he was a “recovering alcoho- 
lic and drag addict.” 


The judge stayed foe sentence 
pending an appeal, which De- 
fence Attorney R. Kenneth Mun- 
dy filed later in the day. 

“I stand here truly remorseful 
and ask this court to impose 
community service as a sent- 
ence,” Barry told Jackson at Fri- 
day’s hearing. 

Barry said he was willing to 
“take full and personal responsi- 
bility for all my actions, all my 
attitudes.” 

But Jackson said Barry's posi- 
tion as mayor and “his breach of 
public trust alone warrants an 
enhanced sentence.” The judge 
also said: 


“The public rumours of defen- 
dant’s frequent and conspicuous 
drug use — never dispelled and 
now unfortunately shown to have 
been true — has given aid, com- 
fort and encouragement to foe 
drag culture at large and contri- 
buted to the anguish that illegal 
drags have inflicted on this city in 
so many ways for so long.” 


Experts to debate possibility 
of life on the planet Mars 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(R) — Scientists from the United 
States, foe Soviet Union and 
Europe will gather at the 
weekend to explore the possibili- 
ties, or dismiss foe theories, of 
life on the “angry red planet," 
Mars. 

Experts are divided into three 
camps — those who think Mars 
never could have supported life, 
those who suspect some type of 
microscopic bacteria do live on 
foe planet, and those who believe 
foat life did exist on Mars but is 
bow extinct. 

■ "We expect some fireworks 


because of the widely differing 
opinions about the existence of 
life on Mars," said Dr. Imre 
Friedmann, organiser of foe con- 
ference at Florida State Universi- 
ty. Friedmann has published re- 
search raising the possibility that 
primitive martian life forms lived 
and died, similar to lichens found 
thriving in Antarctic rocks. 

Finding an answer to foe ques- 
tion “are we alone?' 4 is essential 
before humans can set foot on 
Mars, scientists say, to protect 
both human explorers and foe 
martian environment from alien: 
intrusions. 


MANILA (AP) — Government 
troops arrested nine people ac- 
cused of being Communist rebels 
who directed this week’s violent 
nationwide strike against Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino's govern- 
ment, the military announced 
Saturday. 

Also Saturday, soldiers killed 
two suspected terrorists in a car 
chase and another terrorist 
accidentally blew himself up 
when a bomb be was holding 
exploded in Manila, foe military 
reported. 

Elsewhere, Communist rebels 
burned a bus in the southern 
Philippines, the 21st vehicle tor- 
ched by suspected extremists 
since foe general strike over 
wages began Wednesday. The 
walkout, called by leftist unions, 
was suspended Friday but was 
marked by attacks on public 
transport. 

In an interview with reporters 
outside the capital, Marxist lead- 
ers claimed responsibility for five 
of nine vehicles burned in foe 
Manila area this week. The rebels 
suspected the military of burning 
the other vehicles to discredit the 
strike. 

In another development, about 

5,000 militant workers marched 
to Mrs. Aquino's presidential 
palace in central Manila for the 
second day, but no incidents were 
reported. 

Col. Agerico Kagaoan, chief of 
the constabulary security group, 
said foe nine accused of being 
rebel leaders were arrested in six 
different houses around Manila 
this week, including a house just 
two blocks from foe armed forces 
beadqoarters in suburban 
Quezon City. 

Kagaoan said they were mem- 
bers of the National Operations 
Commission and the Manfla-area 
committee of foe outlawed Com- 
munist Party of the Philippines. 

Troops seized several sticks of 
dynamite, handguns and C-4 
plastic explosives from foe group, 
which is believed responsible for 
overseeing foe three-day strike 
that ended Friday, Kagaoan said. 

He said the presence of plastic 
explosives prove the links be- 
tween the Communist rebels and 
renegade troops out to topple 
Mrs. Aquino because the mate- 
rial is only available to foe milit- 
ary. 


date on the ballot, ensuring the 
region’s pattern of muting both 
state and party leadership in one 
man would remain unbroken. 

The principal tribes of Turk- 
menia. which borders Iran and 
Afj^anistan, all speak related 
Turkic languages. Many are Sun- 
ni Muslims. 

The republic of 3.5 milli on is 
among the least politically active 
in foe Soviet Union and has 
largely avoided foe ethnic unrest 
that has swept other regions. 

In Tbflxsi, a Georgian politician 
who was wounded after a cam- 
paign rally said Saturday he 
feared Communist authorities 
were trying to start a civil war in 
the southern republic. 

Gia Chantnria told foe Associ- 
ated Press he was wounded Fri- 
day afternoon by gunmen who 
fired four shots from a speeding 
car. 

“I was saved by a miracle,” 
Chantnria said as he recuperated 
from bis wound. He was struck 
once in foe left arm. 

Chantnria, who is head of the 
National Democratic Party, is 
boycotting Sunday's election to 
the Georgian legislature. He was 
shot as be left a meeting orga- 
nised by the Georgian National 
Congress, which was set up as an 
alternative to foe republic’s legisl- 
ature. 

The elections are considered 
important because they will mark 
the first multiparty elections 
under the reforms of Gorbachev. 

No one has been arrested in the 
shooting, he said. 


1 8th man 

killed in 
N. Ireland 


Indian 

premier 

faces 

party 

revolt 


N. Zealand’s National 
Party routs Labour 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 

(AP) — The conservative Nation- National ^ Kl^fo wmoo 


(AP) — The conservative Nation- National was 

al Pirty capitalised on a faltering ^ ^ S'^^boSWl 

economy to end Labour’s six-year nxcmto only ^ 

rale in foe biggest election rout in 0136 fo* 

Wstorv Saturday, of seats were dose enough tot 


NEW DELHI (AP) — Prime 
Minister V.P. Singh called a rally 
of party loyalists Saturday, trying 
to contain a rebellion within the 
ranks and to diffuse the growing 
pressure on him to resign. 

Environment Minister Maneka 
Gandhi quit Singh’s cabinet Fri- 
day and released a letter accusing 
the prime minister of faffing to 
keep his pledge of “honesty and 
efficiency in government. " 

Mrs. Gandhi was the first 
cabinet minister to break openly 
with Singh since Tuesday, when a 
Hindu-Muslim dispute over rights 
to a holy site ballooned into the 
worst political crisis of the 10- 
month-dd government. 

Other dissidents of the gov- 
erning Janata Dal Party pressed 
for a change of leadership, 
arguing that dumping Singh could 
avert the government’s coolapse 
and foe need for an immediate 
national election. 


New Zealand history Saturday. 

National Party leader Jim Bol- 
ger, 54, who kjft school at 15 to 
work on the fatuity dairy form, 
easily won a three-year term as 
New Zealand’s 35th prime minis- 
ter. He immediately talked of 
reconciliation. 

“To foe many thousands of 
New Zealanders who for a variety 
of reasons did not support us, can 
I extend foe hand of friendship, 
because together — and it must 
be together — we now go forward 

to serve the best interests of our 
country and its people,” Bolger 
said in his acceptance speech. 


they still could be decided by 
absentee ballots. Several cabinet 
minister s were among foe Labour 

casualties. . 

National polled 48.7 per cent of 
foe vote to 34.5 per cent for 
Labour. The Green Party, a re- 
latively new political group that 

as part of its policy has no official 

leader, was third with 6-65 per 
cent, to 52 for New Labour. Of 
the 2,158,966 registered voters, 
1,636,184 — 75.8 per cent — cast 
ballots. 


“As for as I*m concerned, from 
tonight, the politics of inclusion 
begins. I want to include every- 
one in the great challenges we 
face... because we know there are 
some awesome challenges, some 
awesome challenges facing our 
country.” 

Prime Munster Mike Moore 
conceded defeat when he phoned 

Bolger at 9&0 pjn. (0820 GMT), 
less than 2 Vi hom after the pads 
dosed. 


Labour had a 5640 majority in 
the outgoing parliament. New 
Labour held the remaining seat. 

The Nationals came on strong 
since their 1987 election defeat. 
They have dominated opinion 
polls the last two years, largely 
due to widespread disenchant- 
ment with Labour over high un- 
employment, slow growth, high 
interest rates and other economic 


In a speech to 2,000 party 
workers on foe lawn of bis home, 
Singh gave no indication he was 
ready to step down. He pledged 
his party would champion the 
downtrodden, as be said it had 
done since taking office in De- 
cember. 


BELFAST (Agencies) — A 
Catholic man was shot dead in 
Northern Ireland Friday, bring- 
ing foe death toll in sectarian 
violence is foe province to 18 in 
less than three weeks. 

Police said foe man was visiting 
friends near Cookstown, County 
Tyrone, when be was gunned 
down. 

Three gunmen were believed 
to have carried out the attack and 
then escaped in car. Police said 
they did not think the victim had 
any links with security forces. 

Northern Ireland has been hit 
by a wave of gun and bomb 
attacks over the past three weeks. 
Eighteen people have been killed 
in the past 19 days, including six 
British soldiers blown up by foe 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) in 
a doable checkpoint attack. 

The IRA Friday threatened 
more attacks against civilians 
working for foe British military 
after turning a Defence Ministry 
worker into a “human bomb” this 
week. 

Police identified the man as 
Patrick Gillespie, 42. He was 
killed Wednesday when IRA 
gonmen forced him to drive a 
(454 kilogram) bomb into a milit- 
ary checkpoint near Londonder- 
ry. Northern Ireland’s second 
city- 

Five soldiers also died in the 
blast. 

“Those involved in such work 
should desist or be prepared to 
suffer the consequences," foe 
IRA said in a statement. It was 
sent to foe Belfast office of the 
British domestic news agency. 
Press Association. 

A simultaneous bombing by 
the IRA at Newry. 160 
kilometres southeast of London- 
derry, killed sixth soldier. A 
bomb foiled to explode in a third 
attack. 


Singh was elected largely on 
the votes of the middle and edu- 
cated classes who were disen- 
chanted with foe Congress gov- 
ernment led by Rajiv Gandhi. As 
prime minister, Singh adopted 
policies aimed at expanding sup- 
port with foe poor, alienating 
many of those who pat him in 
power. • 

He was buoyed by chants of 
“V.P. Singh we are with you” 
and “long live V.P. Singh.” 
Questioned briefly by reporters, 
he declined to comment on inter- 
nal party politics. 

At least 93 people have been 
killed this week in rioting be- 
tween Muslims and Hindus and in 
police efforts totpefl the disturb- 
ances. The two latest deaths were 
reported Saturday from a clash 
between police and a- mob-late 
Friday in Ranchi in the 'eastern 
state of Bihar. 

Police damped an overnight 
curfew on Ayodhya, ate of the 
disputed holy place, and on the 
neighbouring town of Faizabad in 
Uttar Pradesh state Friday. 
Thousands of police reinforce- 
ments have been sent to foe 
Hindu holy town 500 kilometres 
south east of New Delhi. 


“I wish you well. You worked 
hard for it,” Moore said. He later 
told downcast supporters: “I have 
no malice. I have no bitterness.” 
Nearly 70 parties, nine of them 
considered major, were contested 
various elections nationwide. 
Many carried obscure names like 
Swinging Voters Outlet, With- 
ered Party, Legalize Marijuana 
and Citizens Against Political 
Parties that had no chance of 
winning anything but attention. 


woes. 

David Lange, the Labour 
prime who spearheaded 

the “no nuclear policy” that led to 
an estrangement in ties with 
Washington, said the reason for 
the landslide was dear. 


“The country was put through 
a considerable programme of 
change which in foe first three 
years (of Labour’s reign) was 
seen and accepted as necessary,” 
said Lange, who resigned 15 
months ago, citing health 
reasons. “In foe next three years, 
it was more than people could 
cope with.” 


Mandela arrives in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Nelson Mandela 
arrived in Japan Saturday, avoid- 
ing di r ec t comment on a row over 
an anti -black racist remark by 
Justice Minister Seiroku Ka- 
jiyama. 

During his six-day visit, Man- 
dela will seek financial support 
for his African National Congress 
(ANC) and urge Japan not to lift 
economic sanctions against South 
Africa until blacks get the same 
voting power as whites, an ANC 
spokesman said. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
TaroWitanabe has said Japkn u 
considering lifting sanctions in 
view of positive reforms by 
South African President F.W. 
de Klerk. 

Mandela said he believed foe 
Japanese government could 
handle the controversy sparked 
by Kajiyama’s recent slur against 
black Americans. 

Opposition parties and the 


Belgian troops to pull out of Rwanda 


BRUSSELS (R) — Belgium said 
Saturday the 600 paratroopers it 
sent to Rwanda to protect Bel- 
gian civilians in a dvfl war in its 
former colony would be with- 
drawn next Thursday following a 
ceasefire agreement. 

Prune Minister Wilfried Mar- 
tens. announcing the decision, 
said Belgium would continue di- 
plomatic efforts in foe region to 
ensure maintenance of foe cease- 
fire between Rwandan forces and 
rebels who invaded from neigh- 
bouring Uganda in early 
October. 

Foreign Minister Mark Eys- 
kens added that all necessary 
measures would be taken to safe- 
guard Belgians remaining la 
Rwanda after the pullout, includ- 
ing a return of the par at roopers if 
necessary. “Our decision is not 


irreversible," be told a news con- 
ference. 

Defence Minister Guy Coeme 
said two Belgian Hercules trans- 
port planes would be stationed in 
foe Kenyan capital Nairobi after 
foe pullout in case Belgian civi- 
lians who stayed in Rwanda had 
to be evacuated quickly. 

The ceasefire, brokered in two 
peace missions to foe region by 
Martens, Eyskens and Coeme, 
started earlier this week. 

The Rwandan government has 
accused foe rebels of breaching it, 
but Eyskens said Rwanda was 
calm Saturday morning. 

The Belgian government said it 
would urge the Organisation of 
Africaa Unity (OAU) and other 
African co w rio s to set up an 
African fotorasateen facet rapidly 
to protect the trace. 


Rwandan President Juvenal 
Kabyarimana and foe leaders of 
Uganda, Zaire and Burundi 
agreed Friday to create a military 
observer group, including repre- 
sentatives from both sides in foe 
conflict and from Rwanda’s 
neighbours, to monitor the cease- 
fire. 

The four regional leaders, 
meeting in foe Zairean town of 
Gbadoh’te, also said they had 
mandated Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni, current presi- 
dent of foe OAU, to take charge 
of forming an African Ceasefire 
Monitoring Force. 

Martens reiterated that Bel- 
gium was willing to provide finan- 
cial and logistical aid to the obser- 
ver group and foe intervention 
force and hoped European part- 
ners would do foe same. 


Havana opens dialouge with moderate Cuban exiles 


MIAMI (Agencies) — Cuba's 
vice president said his govern- 
ment has opened a dialogue with 
moderate exile groups which seek 
a transition to democracy and the 
peaceful replacement of Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro. 

Vice President Carlos Rafael 
Rodriguez's comments were 
broadcast on Cuban state radio 
and monitored in Miami Thurs- 
day, a week after a coalition of- 
moderate exile groups publicly 
invited discussions about demo- 
cratising foe Communist island 
nation. 

Rodriguez said Cuba shunned 
contacts with more militan t anti- 
Communist exiles in Miami but 
rinfirmed the government has 
opened discussions with moder- 
ates, whom he did not identify. 

He said those exiles propose 
“to liquidate Fidel Castro 
(through) dialogue. They are 
offering talks,” foe Miami Herald 
reported. 

In Washington, U.S. State De- 
partment officials said they be- 
lieved it was premature to suggest 
foe Cuban leadership was open to 
democratic reform, but the Rod- 
riguez statement was potentially 
significant. The officials spoke 
with the Associated Press on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

In Miami, Carlos Alberto 
Montane r, whose exile party be- 


longs to foe moderate Cuban 
Democratic Platform umbrella 
group, said his organisation haw 
met with Cuban officials to seek a 
solution to Cuba's mounting 
problems. 

“There have been indirect con- 
tacts with Carlos Rafael and 
other important officials in the 
regime,” Montaner said. “We all 
agreed that foe era of Castro’s 
Communism has reached its end, 
and that we must look for a 
Czechoslovakian solution before 
intransigence imposes a Roma- 
nian solution on us.” 

Montaner referred to the 
peaceful transfer of power from 
Czechoslovakia's Communist 
leaders to the current democratic 
government, in contrast to the 
bloody Romanian revolution that 
led to the execution of former 
Communist leader Nicolae 
Ceausescu. 

In the long interview, foe 
Cuban vice president divided foe 
exiles into three groups. 

He criticised foe "reactionary 
and ultrarightist” wing headed by 
Jorge Mas Ganosa, who leads the 
powerful Cuban American 
National Foundation, and 
Armando Valladares, U.S. repre- 
sentative to the U.S. Human 
Rights Commission. A second 
group, he said, consisted of peo- 
ple trying to return to Cuba for 


visits. 

The third group, which he did 
not identify by name, conrists of 
“ex-reactionaries" who have 
abandoned violent strategies. 

■ “We are increasing relations 
with the third group,” he said. 
“There is an ongoing process.” 

Mas dismissed Rodriguez’s 
comments about his group, 
saying foe foundation and Valla- 
dares were with the U.S. govern- 
ment “to bring liberty to Cuba.” 

He said he was not aware of 
Cuban government conversations 
with other groups. 

MeanwhOe a senior Cuban offi- 
cial said Friday Cuba was ready 
to declassify and reveal secret 
documents and coirepsondence 
from the October 1962 Cuban 
missile crisis if the Soviet Union 
and the United States agreed to 
do the same. 

“We have nothing to hide. 
We're not frightened of die his- 
torical troth,” Jorge Risquet 
Valdes, a member of the ruling 
Communist Party potitburo, told 
Cuba’s state Radio Rebelde. 

“If there is reciprocity, Cuba is 
ready to declassify its own docu- 
ments and other material evi- 
dence,” Risquet added. 

He said the U.S. government 
was resisting legal proceedings 
brought by U.S. academics aimed 
at foning it to make public classi- 


fied U.S. documents about the 
1962 crisis, in which Washington 
and Moscow came dose to nuc- 
lear war because of the presence 
of Soviet nuclear missiles in 
Cuba. 

“This shows that the U.S. gov- 
ernment is frightened the troth 
wfll be known,” said Risquet, 
who had been chief of operations 
of Cuba’s eastern army at the 
time of the - 1962 crisis. 

He said the U-S. documents 
would show that firm U.S. plans 
to attack Cuba existed before the 
first Soviet missiles were sited on 
the island. 

Then Soviet President Nikita 
Khrushchev withdrew foe mis- 
sfies after a tense mflhary ami 
diplomatic stand-off with U.S 
President John Kennedy. 

Risquet repeated a Hwmai by 
Castro of an allegation made by 
Khrushchev in recorded 
memoirs, recently published in 
Time magazine , the Caban leader 
had urged Moscow to attack foe 
United States with "Mfa r mis- 
sies in 1962. 

Risquet said Cuba hoped to 
play host in 1991 to a study 
SW***® on the 1962 ntissOe 
ttro involving Soviet, U.S. and 
Cuban officials and academics 
similar to a meeting held in Mb* 
cow in January 1989, which he 
attended. 



3 pilots sentenced 
i for drunken flying 


MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota^) 
Three former Northwest Air- 
lines pilots convicted of flying a 
jet finer, with 91 passengers^ 
aboard, while drunk were sent- 1 
enced to jail terms ra ngin g from 
to 16 months. The case was foe 
first in which foe government 

brought criminal charges .against 
airline pilots for drank flying, and 
had been closely watched by the 
aviation industry. Norman 
Pro use, 51, an ex-Marine combat 
veteran who was the pilot, was 
sentenced, to 16 months in jafl. 
Robert Kirchner, 35, foe second 
officer, and Joseph Balzer, 34, 
foe flig ht engineer, were each 
sentenced to a year in jail. 
Lawyers for the trio had. con- 
tended their performance was not 
impaired, and the fact that the 
Match 8 flight from Fargo, North 
Dakota, to Minneapolis was un- 
eventful proved that. The three 
could have been sentenced to apt! 
much as 15 years in prison arid 1 
fined $250,000. “This behaviour 
was wrong and you knew it and 
'you did it," Judge James Rosen- 
baum of foe U.S. District Court 
s«id in imposing the sentences. 
“The hand that will punish you is 
mine but the hand that strikes 
you is your own. ..Did you think 
about your passengers? Yours 
failure to live up to your profes- 
sion,” he added. 


Dallas dresses nude 
figurines 


Mandela reception committee, 
comprising Japanese experts in 
African affairs and civil limits 
activists, have demanded that 
Prime Minister Toshfld Kaifu 
sack his justice minister. 

Mandela's visit should remind 
Japanese that they need to 
brighten their racial sensitivity, a 
reception committee official said. 

Mandela wifl meet Kaifu dur- 
ing his visit and address the 
Japanese parliament. 

The anti-apartheid leader, who 
arrived from Australia arid, tos 
also' visited India and Indonesia; 
will fly Thursday to Malaysia, 
final leg of a five-nation Asia 
tour. 

Meanwhile in South Africa, ten 
thousand Zulu warriors paraded 
a forest of spears through Johan- 
nesburg Saturday in a show of 
hate for Mandela and loyally to 
his main rival, Mangosuthu 
ButbelezL 


DALLAS (R) — Dallas fitted 
three clay figurines of nude 
I women on display in its city hall 
with fig leaves after a female 
employee complained that they 
were “too anatomically correct.” 
Texas sculptor Future Atkins said 
tiie cover-up of her artwork was 


1 silly. City parks director Frank 
Wise said that although other 


Wire said that although othe 
nude statues were on display 
nearby, Atkins’s 7V4-inch (19cm) 
figurines of women in Yoga poses 
were offensive. “One of our em- 
ployees felt -that one oftfae ex- 
hibits was — how did she put it— 
too anatomically correct, or too 
anatomically accurate” TOge 
said. “I- think it's absolutely^ 
fy,” said Addn5. 


| Old stamp coirection 
sold for $1.92 m 


LONDON (R) — A collection of 
stamps printed before foe unifica- 
tion of Italy and found virtually 
untouched in an old mine in the 
United States fetched £982.877 
($1.92 million) at a London auc-* 
tion. Auctioneers Phillips said the* 
‘'Alphonse- collection of Pontific- 
al stamps" had been collected in 
Hungary at the turn of the cen- 
tury and discovered in an iron ore 
mine in New York state, where 
they had been since 1920. Before 
the unification of Italy in 1870, 
each independent state issued its 
own postage stamp which could 
only be purchased within the 
state of issue. The Pontifical 
stamps sold were issued in Rome 
by foe Vatican, covering the 
states surrounding Rome, and are 
considered classic issues. A Swiss 
collector paid £220,000 
($430,300), slightly above the 
highest estimate, for a sheet of 
50, one Scudo stamps printed in 
carmine rose, with some stamps 
bearing curious and rare prin t in g 
errors. One stamp had been put 
upside down in foe plate at the 
printing stage. The prices indudf r 
a premium of 10 per cent. The 
British record for a sheet of 
stamps was ret in November 1 989 
when a block of 36 “penny 
blacks" the first adhesive postage 
stamps printed in 1840, fetched 
£308,000 ($603,100). 


'Little doll’ held 
prisoner in closet 


LOS ANGELES (R) — The pa 
rents of a 12-year-old girl whi 
pohee described as cute as • 
“little doll” were in jail accuse* 
of keeping their daughter impris 
oned in dosets crawling with in 
sects for the past 10 years. / 
police spokesman said the gu 
was found in a filthy, cockroach 
“tfested four-foot by five-fop 
(1.2 metre by 1.5 metre) closet ii 
a working class neighbourhood o 
San Bernadino, a suburb of Lo 
by child abuse officer 
investigating an anonymous tip 
“There are thousands of chib 
abuse cases in this country, aw 
I've seen hundreds myself. Bu 
I’ve never seen any thing Bke this 
It was disgusting. Her little woiU 
was 20 square feet (two squan 
®efres),” said Steve FUscn, op 
of the officers. The gjri, no 
named by police, was found bare 
foot in her cupboard, lit by J 
angle bulb and Uttered with ha 
man waste, fast food wrapper 
and crawling with cockroadw 
and other insects, a ‘ polict 
spokesman said. 
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